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Report: Bush will ask
for $70B in war funds

Iraq, Afghanistan request would exceed Congress expectations
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States

N.Y. airline crash: The co-pilot of
American Airlines Flight 587 caused
the November 2001 crash that claimed
the lives of 265 people, the staff of the

nation’s airline safety agency reported
Tuesday in Washington.

Investigator Robert Benzon of the Nation-
al Transportation Safety Board staff said the
copilot’s response to turbulence, seconds
after the Airbus A300-600 plane took off
from New York’s John F. Kennedy Interna-
tional Airport, was “unnecessary and ag-
gressive.”

Both Airbus Industrie, which manufac-
tured the jetliner, and American Airlines,
which trained co-pilot First Officer Sten
Molin, agree that if he had taken his foot off
the rudder pedal, the tail wouldn’t have bro-
ken off, the plane wouldn't have plunged
into a New York City neighborhood.

Fatal fire: The mother of six of the seven
children killed Sunday in a Toledo, Ohio,
fire told family members that she did every-
thing she could to get the kids out, but she
was overwhelmed by the smoke.

After trying to get upstairs to where her
children and a cousin were trapped, Melinda
Ragland ran to a neighbor’s apartment for
help, her mother, Ora Ragland, said Monday.

The children, ages 6 months to 7 years,
died from smoke inhalation, the Lucas Coun-
ty coroner ruled Monday.

Laci Peterson murder case: Scott Peter-
son’s defense lawyers in Redwood City,
Calif., rested their case Tuesday without
calling him to the stand.

Judge Alfred A. Delucchi told jurors the
prosecution would call eight rebuttal wit-
nesses Wednesday.

After any defense rebuttal to that, the
court will not be in session again until Mon-
day, when closing arguments are set to

The jury should get the case by Nov. 3, De-
lucchi said. Peterson is charged with two
counts of murder in the death of his preg-
nant wife, Laci, who disappeared in Decem-
ber 2002, and the fetus she carried.

Robert Blake trial: Robert Blake and his
lawyer were not present, but the former “Ba-
retta” star was on everyone’s mind as pro-
spective jurors in Los Angeles were
screened for a panel that will decide wheth-
er the actor murdered his wife.

“Oh, geez!” exclaimed one woman when
it was announced that the group was called
for the high-profile Blake trial, which could
last five months. Many of the panelists
sighed and shook their heads.

Blake, 71, will stand trial for murder in
the death of his wife, Bonny Lee Bakley.

World

Darfur talks break off: A second day of
peace talks on the crisis in Sudan’s Darfur
region broke off early Tuesday after rebels
called for more time to prepare proposals
for a long-term political resolution to the
conflict.

Delegates said the African Union-bro-
kered talks in Nigeria’s capital, Abuja,
would resume Wednesday.

The talks opened Monday with both sides
accusing the other of violating a cease-fire
repeatedly over the last several days.

The United Nations has called Darfur the
world’s worst humanitarian crisis and said
it has claimed 70,000 lives since March,
while 1.5 million have fled their homes
since February 2003.

Congo rape crisis: Armed combatants
have brutally raped tens of thousands of
women, girls and babies in war-ravaged
Congo, and many are dying “needlessly” be-
cause the country’s health care system is in-
capable of dealing with the crisis, an interna-
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North Korean asylum-seekers: A Chinese man makes repairs Monday to a damaged fence
around the South Korean Consulate in Beijing. As many as 19 people, all believed to be
North Korean asylum-seekers, tried to dash into the building Monday, but only three suc-
ceeded, a diplomat and a news report said. China called on foreign embassies on Tuesday to
stop giving shelter to North Korean asylum-seekers, complaining they are illegal migrants.

tional rights group said Tuesday.

London-based Amnesty International
said the huge number of rape cases “repre-
sents a human rights and health crisis re-
quiring both an immediate and a long-term
response.”

Congo’s impoverished, transitional gov-
ernment is struggling to cope with the after-
math of a 1998-2002 war that divided the Eu-
rope-sized nation into lawless rebel fief-
doms.

Srebrenica mass graves: Forensics ex-
perts said Tuesday they had found a total of
94 bodies during the exhumation of a Bos-
nian mass grave containing victims of the
1995 Srebrenica massacre.

in the European Union since 1963, when the
EU made the country an associate member.
Over the decades, European leaders put off
a decision on whether Ankara should be al-
lowed to join.

War on terrorism

Sept. 11 terror trial: Suspected lead Sept.
11, 2001, hijacker Mohamed Atta said
months before the attacks that he was a pilot
and wanted to destroy American “symbols,”
a witness in the trial of a Moroccan man
charged with helping the suicide pilots testi-
fied Tuesday in Hamburg, Germany.

However, the presiding judge in the retri-
al of Mounir el Mulassadeq questioned the

The experts, which the exhu-
mation Tuesday afternoon, found S5 com-
plete bodies and 39 partial remains in the
grave, said Murat Hurtic, an official with
the missing persons commission in the Mus-
lim-Croat part of Bosnia. The grave is locat-
ed in Snagovo, near Zvornik and the border
with Serbia.

Based on documents found next to the
bodies, the dead appeared to be Bosnian
Muslims killed in the 1995 massacre in near-
by Srebrenica, the worst slaughter of civil-
ians in Europe since World War II.

Mark Thatcher in court: Lawyers for Sir
Mark Thatcher argued Tuesday in court in
Cape Town, South Africa, against an order
forcing the son of former British Prime Min-
ister Margaret Thatcher to answer ques-
tions about an alleged coup attempt that
failed in Equatorial Guinea.

The hearings Tuesday and Wednesday
focus on the legality of the government sub-
poena of Thatcher, a 51-year-old business-
man who has lived in South African since
1995. He was arrested in Cape Town on

25

ug. 25.

Equatorial Guinea wants to question a
number of prominent Britons, including
Thatcher, about allegations they financed a
plot earlier this year to overthrow President
Teodoro Obiang Nguema, who has ruled Af-
rica’s third-largest oil producer for the past
25 years.

Turkey and the EU: Turkish Foreign Min-
ister Abdullah Gul said Tuesday his country
hopes the European Union will decide to for-
mally open admission talks, adding that An-
kara is prepared for difficult negotiations.

Gul, in Prague, Czech Republic, on a
two-day visit, told reporters that Turkish of-
ficials hoped that EU officials would decide
in December in favor of opening the talks.

Turkey has been striving for membership

y by Roger Luetz,
a Hamburg restauram owner, noting that he
had earlier given conflicting stories in ques-
tioning by police.

El Motassadeq is charged with more than
3,000 counts of accessory to murder and
membership in a terrorist organization. He
has acknowledged knowing the Ham-
burg-based hijackers, but says he was un-
aware of their plot.

Jakarta hotel bombing: An Indonesian
court on Tuesday sentenced the younger
brother of alleged Southeast Asian terror
leader Hambali to four years in jail on charg-
es of helping finance last year’s bombing of
the J.W. Marriott hotel in Jakarta, Indonesia.

Rusman Gunawan, one of four Indone-
sian students deported from Pakistan in De-
cember, was found guilty by a three-judge
panel at Central Jakarta District Court of vi-
olating the country’s anti-terror law.

The verdict was the latest in a series
against Islamic militants in the world’s most
populous Muslim nation, which was thrust
onto the front lines of the global war on ter-
ror by the 2002 Bali nightclub bombings.

Swedish Gitmo detainee: A Swede held
for more than two years at Guantanamo
Bay, Cuba, by the U'S. military will get fi-
nancial help from the Swedish government
if he pursues his planned lawsuit against the
United States, an official said Tuesday.

Mehdi-Muhammed Ghezali, a Swede of
Algerian origin, was released in July with-
out charge from the U.S. naval base on Cu-
ba’s southeastern tip, where he was one of
hundreds held on suspicion of links to
al-Qaida or the ousted Taliban regime in Af-
ghanistan. He plans to file a joint lawsuit to-
gether with other European prisoners who
were released this summer, his lawyer
Peter Althin, said.

Stories and photo from wire services
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Report:

BY JONATHAN WEISMAN
AND THOMAS E. RICKS
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — The Bush
administration intends to seek
about $70 billion in emergency
funding for the wars in Iraq and
Afghanistan early next year, push-
ing total war costs close to $225
billion since the invasion of Iraq
early last year, Pentagon and con-
gressional officials said Monday.

White House budget office
spokesman Chad Kolton empha-
sized that final decisions on the
supplemental spending request
will not be made until shortly be-
fore the request is sent to Con-
gress. That may not happen until
early February, when President
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Bush to ask for $70B in war funds

Bush submits his budget for fiscal
2006, assuming he wins re-elec-
tion.

But Pentagon and House Ap-
propriations  Committee aides
said the Defense Department and
military services are scrambling
to get their final requests to the
White House Office of Manage-
ment and Budget by mid-Novem-
ber, shortly after the election.
The new numbers underscore
that the war is going to be far
more costly and intense, and last
longer, than the administration
first suggested.

e Army is expected to re-
quest at least an additional $30 bil-
lion for combat activity in Iraq,
with $6 billion more needed to
begin refurbishing equipment

that has been worn down or de-
stroyed by unexpectedly intense
combat, another Appropriations
Committee aide said. The defer-
ral of needed repairs over the
past year has added to mainte-
nance costs, which can no longer
be delayed, a senior Pentagon offi-
cial said.

The Army is expected to ask
for as much as $10 billion more
for its conversion to a swifter ex-
peditionary force. The Marines
will come in with a separate re-
quest, as will the Defense Logis-
tics Agency and other compo-
nents of the Department of De-
fense. The State Department will
need considerably more funds to
finance construction and opera-
tions at the sprawling embassy

complex in Baghdad. The Central
Intelligence Agency’s request
would come on top of those.

“I don’t have a number, and (ad-
ministration officials) have not
been forthcoming, but we expect
it will_be pretty large,” said
James Dyer, Republican chief of
staff of the Appropriations Com-
mittee.

Bush has said for months that
he would make an additional re-
quest for the war next year, but
the new estimates are the first
glimpse of its magnitude. A $70
billion request would be consider-
ably larger than lawmakers had
anticipated earlier this year.
After the president unexpectedly
submitted an $87 billion request
for the Iraq and Afghanistan ef-

forts last year, many Republicans
angrily expressed sticker shock
and implored the administration
not to surprise them again.

This request would come on
top of $25 billion in war spending
allocated by Congress for the fis-
cal year that began Oct. 1. The
two bills combined suggest the
cost of combat is escalating from
the $65 billion spent by the mili-
tary in 2004 and the $62.4 billion
allocated in 2003, as U.S. troops
face insurgencies that have prov-
en far more lethal than expected
at this point.

“We're still evaluating what
our commitments will be, and we
will submit a request that fully
supports those commitments,”
Kolton said.

Allawi blames
coalition for
poor security
in ambush

BY TINI TRAN
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — Iraq’s interim prime min-
ister blamed U.S.-led coalition forces Tues-
day for “great negligence” in the ambush
that killed about 50 American-trained sol-
diers, and a U.S. airstrike in Fallujah killed
an aide to Jordanian terrorist Abu Musab
al-Zarqawi, the military said.

An TIragi insurgent group, meanwhile,
said on a Web site it had taken 11 Iraqi Na-
tional Guard soldiers hostage.

They were seized on a highway between
Baghdad and Hillah, according to the Inter-
net posting by the militant group, the
Ansar al-Sunnah Army. The posting includ-
ed the names of all 11.

The authenticity of the posting could not
immediately be verified. The movement
claimed responsibility for a number of at-
tacks and hostage takings, including the
kidnap and murder of 12 Nepalese, who
were seized in August.

Interim Prime Minister Ayad Allawi
blamed the coalition for poor security in
Saturday’s ambush about 95 miles east of
Baghdad.

“Tt was a heinous crime where a group of
National Guards were targeted,” Allawi
said. “There was great negligence on the
part of some coalition forces. It seems
there was sort of determination on doing
Iraq and Iraqi people harm.”

U.S. Marines from the 2nd Battalion, 5th Marine Regiment run to a building after
detonating explosives to open a gate during a mission in Ramadi, Iraq, on Tuesday.

The attack on the soldiers, who were re-
g home on leave, occurred on a re-
mote eastern highway when their buses
were stopped by insurgents at a fake check-
point, police and defense officials said.
Some of the bodies were found in rows
— shot execution-style in the head, the De-
fense Ministry said. Other bodies were
found on a burned bus nearby.
Allawi told the Iragi Nammal Council:

stepped up aerial and artillery assaults on
Fallujah in recent weeks in an attempt to
root out insurgents.

Fallujah, 40 miles west of Baghdad, fell
under rebel control after the Bush adminis-
tration ordered Marines to lift their
three-week siege of the city in April.

The United States has offered a $25 mil-
lion bounty for the capture or killing of
al-Zarqawi, whose group has claimed re-

“You should expect an in terror-
ist acts.”

The U.S. military said the early-morning
raid in Fallujah struck a safe house used by
al-Zarqawi’s group. U.S. forces have

The Associated Press

As of Monday, at least 1,106 members
of the U.S. military have died since the be-
ginning of the Iraq war in March 2003, ac-
cording to an Associated Press count. At
least 845 died as a result of hostile actlun
to the Defense D

of Monday. The figures include three rru].l

tary civilians.

The AP count is three higher than the
Defense Department’s tally, last updated
Monday at 10 a.m. EDT.

The British military has reported 67
deaths; Italy, 19; Puland 13; Spain, 11;
Ukraine, nine; Bulgaria, seven; Slovakla
three; Estonia, two; Thailand, two; the

U.S. deaths in Iraq

Netherlands, two; and Denmark, El Salva-
dor, Hungary and Latvia have reported
one death each.

Since May 1, 2003, when President
Bush declared that ‘major combat opera-
tions in Iraq had ended, 968 U.S. military
members have died, according to AP’s
count. That includes at least 736 deaths
resulting from hostile action, according
to the military’s numbers.

The latest death reponed by the mili-

I ‘A roadside bomb killed one soldier in
western Baghd:

The latest 1dennﬁcanon reported by
the military:

M No identifications reported.

and beheadmgs of foreign hostages, includ-
ing three Americans.

“Recent strikes and raids targeting the
Abu Musab al-Zargawi network have se-
verely degraded its ability to conduct at-
tacks,” the U.S. statement said. It did not
identify the slain al-Zarqawi aide.

1In London, Iraqi Foreign Minister Hosh-
yar Zebari said the interim government is
working to achieve a political solution to
the military standoff around Fallujah.

“We are trying to exhaust all political
channels and avenues before any final deci-
sion is made,” Zebari told British Broadcast-
ing Corp. radio. “Fallujah is one hot spot
that we need really to resolve before get-
ting to elections” scheduled for January.

A masked gunman, meanwhile, warned
in a videotape that insurgents will attack
all Iragi and multinational military and ci-
vilian targets with “weapons and military
tactics they have not experienced” if U.S.
troops try to storm the city.

In the videotape, the gunman, dressed in
an old-style Iraqi army uniform, read the
statement on behalf of the “factions of the
Islamic in Iraq.”

U.S. may up
Iraq force,
paper says

BY LISA BURGESS
Stars and Stripes

ARLINGTON, Va. — Pentagon plan-
ners are considering options to boost
troop levels during the planned elec-
tions in Iraq in January that include de-
laying the departure of some units,
while speeding up the deployment of
others, according to an article Tuesday
in USA TODAY. The paper said the in-
crease could be around 20,000 troops.

Pentagon officials would not cor
details of the considerations, but ac-
knowledged that “contingency planning”
was under way for the election period.

“There is ongoing planning related to
troop levels and security requirements
during the election period,” a Pentagon
official told Stars and Stripes. “It is a
germane issue to the combatant com-
mander.”

The combat commander is Gen. John
Abizaid, head of the Florida-based U.S.
Central Command, which has operation-
al responsibility for Iraq.

However, “it would be inappropriate
to speculate what might come out of this
planning process, because there’s a vari-
ety of conclusions that can be reached,”
said the official, who asked not to be
named.

The “easiest option” would be to keep
the 1st Cavalry Division in Iraq beyond
its expected January redeployment
date and move up the deployment of the
Army’s 3rd Infantry Division, the USA
TODAY story said.

Other choices include using U.S.
troops now posted to Kuwait, or bring-
ing units from the Army’s 82nd Air-
borne from Afghanistan, where they
have been helping provide security for
the recent elections there, the story said.

Abizaid told a Senate committee in
September that he would like to have as
many as 00 troops on hand in Iraq
during the election period, which is to
select the group of Iragis who will write
an official constitution for the country.

Those elections are supposed to be
held before Jan. 31.

Abizaid told Congress he would prefer
the additional troops come from coalition
partners. But the Bush administration
has had problems convincing other coun-
tries to contribute additional troops.

The United States has about 138,000

r currently in Iraq.

E-mail Lisa Burgess at:
burgessl@stripes.osd.mil
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‘I'm not an engineer, but | play one on TV’

GIs at FOB Hawk in Iraq switch gears to plan projects, hear claims

BY WARD SANDERSON
Stars and Stripes

FORWARD OPERATING
BASE HAWK, Iraq — Wednes-
days were always the same: The
Sudanese man still showed up, he
still lacked his left foot, he still
wanted his $17,000.

The lieutenant wanted to give as-
surance that the money would be
here next week. But 1st Lt. Muru-
gan Palani could not do that. He
Could only say he was trying and
would keep trying until he had an
answer. Palani believed the
Sudanese man’s story about the
money, its seizure at the border,
the prison and the mortar blast
that took the foot.

The Sudanese man, Ibrahim,
would never take Palani’s own
money, which he offered in case
Ibrahim were hungry. Ibrahim
had been at this for a year. Palani
had known many shysters and
Ibrahim seemed the real thing.

“Tell him Im very sorry,”
Palani told the interpreter. “Does
he have a telephone number
where we can call

This is what the soldlers provlde
at an outpost in Abu Ghraib —
place for people to approach them
and make claims against them, to
plan public projects with them, to
ask them for advice. This was
where the Americans left the
checkpoints of Camp Liberty and
sat down with the people of the
town. This where they met men
such as Ibrahim.

The 51-year-old’s money was
seized by the 3rd Armored Caval-
1y Regiment at the border, he said.
The soldiers of that regiment be-
lieved he was a terrorist and put
him_in_prison. Insurgents later
would fire on the prison and Ibra-
him lost his foot to a mortar blast.
Eventually, soldiers believed Ibra-
him’s story, that he had been work-
ing abroad for many years and
was fleeing the war with his sav-
ings.
Palani belonged to a whole dif-
ferent outfit, the 1st Cavalry Divi-
sion’s 2nd Battal-
ion, 12th Caval-
ry  Regiment.

&k For some reason,

soldier.

The sanitation official also did
not want responsibility over the
garbage trucks Gomez had con-
jured, though he had asked for
them. He said he could not guard
them. A guard would run when the
thieves with Kalashnikovs came.
This frustrated Gomez. He and his
interpreter argued over it, why
wouldn’t an Iraqi guard stay at his
post. The interpreter said not
every Iraqi is the same.

“If's a pain in the ass,” Gomez
said. “There’s no such thing as a
guard here in Iraq. We're the
guards.”

Contractors have had to give
money to mosques for protection.
Tough guys also will say, “Give
me a job or I'll kill you,” and the
contractor obliges with employ-
ment.

Insurgents, meanwhile, have
threatened the entire town, the
sanitation official said. They le
letters telling everyone to stop con-
struction over the holy month of
Ramadan, or their families would

pay.

“It says, ‘We'll kill you-Love, the
Mujahadin? ” Gomez asked the
translator.

“Yes.”

“It says ‘Love? "

Gomez uses humor to get
through these things. And there
were many things. He has seen —
and fixed — schools where the chil-
dren defecated on the bathroom
floor because there was no run-
ning water.

The basics of engineering pro-
vide a less visual problem. The
Army had to translate the plans of
Arab engineers first into normal
Arabic from scientific Arabic, and
then into English, then maybe into
English engineer speak.

“For some reason, ‘dual-flanged
conductor pipes’ doesn't translate
very well,” Gomez said. “It doesn’t
roll off the tongue.”

He also was annoyed at the way
the U.S. government dealt with
money. It took six layers of bureau-
cracy before the money left Uncle
Sam’s  coffers
and reached his
projects, Gomez

He had no ‘o _ said, and most of
record “of the dual-flanged therm were in the
money. So he N ipes’  form of big con-
waited wtn  COmductor pipes’ o b biE g
some fund,  doesn’t translate  feared the
sumewhereh amount of
could cough up e pell. money they
Tbrahim’s very well. It sucked off be-
17,000. doesn’t roll fore he ever saw

Palani, 27, a cent. Gomez
originally was a  Off the tongue. uses local, yet re-
tank platoon N liable, contrac-
leader and was 2nd Lt. Daniel Gomez 105 10 cut costs.
somewhat new  Forward Operating Base Hawk Before  the
to this Army Wednesday

equivalent  of
the insurance claims business. He
was not alone in such a fix. Down
the hall, 2nd Lt. Daniel Gomez, all
of 22, had gone from psychology
major to instant engineer,
“I'm not an engineer,”
said, “but I play one on T.V.”
is unit had spent something
like $3 million on construction
projects so far. Last month, a truck
bomb reduced one of them, a mu-
nicipal building, to rubble, killing
several people, including a U.S. sol-
dier. Now, the sanitation official
who met with him discussed build-
ing a new one. But the official bolt-
ed at the prospect of being photo-
graphed speaking with Gomez, a

" Gomez

rush, Gomez had pointed to a fig-
ure on a spreadsheet to explain
the difference between in-hand
and earmarked money.

“If I had $1,280,000 in my hand,
and the colonel tells me what to
do, we would be phenomenal. You
could fix schools, pave roads, fix
water pipes and buy electrical
equipment.”

But for now, the figure was just
liquid crystal digits on his laptop.

In between Gomez’s great ideas
and Palani’s mediations was the
payout window, where the Iraqis
showed up in eager droves. The
soldiers would bring $50,000 for
the day’s business. The Americans
would pay $1,000 for someone

PHOTOS BY WARD SANDERSON/Stars and Stripes

Above: First Lt. Murugan Palani talks via interpreter to a Sudanese man trying to recover money he said the
military wrongfully seized. He claims he was mistaken for a terrorist and put in prison, where he lost his left
foot during an insurgent mortar attack. Forward Operating Base Hawk in Abu Ghraib in Iraq is an outpost for
people to make claims against the government, plan public projects or to ask for advice. Below: An Iragi
approaches a military claims window manned by Spec. Jeffrey Jackson, right.

wrongly injured in a military
strike, $2,500 for a death, and $500
to $700 for minor car damage. A to-
taled vehicle would be replaced at
value.

Spc. Jeffrey Jackson counted
the money and slapped it down be-
fore the locals in crisp, green
stacks. He would yell whenever
there was a scuffle.

An interpreter said three out of
10 claims were fraudulent, the
work of scammers or terrorists in
search of easy money, and the
claims required scrutiny.

Enter Palani. The lieutenant
spoke with the Sudanese man with
no left foot and no money and
whom he believed.

Ibrahim was downcast at the
ambiguity of the fate of the money.
He had asked the lieutenant to tell
him truthfully if he would see it.
Ibrahim said it was hard on his
nerves.

He hadn’t seen his children in
17 years. He wanted to know
whether he should leave for home.

Palani wanted to do something
for the man until the next Wednes-
day visit. But not a handout. Ibra-
him never wanted a handout.

Palani had been trying for a
prosthetic leg for Ibrahim. How
about a wheelchair for now? Ibra-
him looked at the folded thing.
Yes, he knew how to use it. No, he
couldn’t get it home. Palani ar-
ranged him a ride.

It was the least he could do, the
lieutenant said.

E-mall reporter Ward Sanderson
sandersonw@mail.estripes.osd.mi
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iming of Iraqi weapons theft

BY MARK MAZZETTI AND
MAGGIE FARLEY

Los Angeles Times

'WASHINGTON — The White House has
acknowledged that nearly 380 tons of pow-
erful explosives are missing from a weap-
ons facility that American forces failed to
guard following the U.S. invasion of Iraq,
but downplayed the significance of the find-

ing.

The timing of the theft was in dispute.
One Pentagon official said that when U.S.
forces advancing toward Baghdad reached
the Al Qaqaa military facility in early April

2003, the weapons cache was already gone.
He suggested Americans never had a
chance to safeguard the material, which
had been labeled and was being monitored
by U.N. weapons inspectors.

“It had already been looted by the time
U.S. forces went through there,” said a se-
nior Defense official. “When the troops
went m, they never saw anything that was
tagged.

Some cast doubt on the Pentagon’s
claim. Given the size of the missing cache,
it would have been difficult to move unde-
tected before the U.S. invasion, when U.S.
spy satellites were monitoring activity at

sites suspected of concealing nuclear and
biological weapons.

“You don’t just move this stuff in the mid-
dle of the night,” said one former U.S. intel-
ligence official who worked in Baghdad.

Traqi officials reported to the Internation-
al Atomic Energy Agency — the U.N. moni-
toring group — earlier this month that the
explosives were looted after April 9, 2003,
when U.S. forces entered Baghdad.

IAEA officials verified the explosives
were still at the site and under seal in Janu-
ary 2003, the last time the i were

in dispute

rial — known as HMX and RDX — as part
of the U.N. inspections program following
the 1991 Persian Gulf War.

Asked if U.S. troops were ever ordered
to guard the facility, where Saddam built
conventional warheads and where the
TAEA dismantled parts of his nuclear pro-
gram after the Gulf War, one Defense offi-
cial responded, “Not that I'm aware of.”

Officials at the White House, State De-
partment and Pentagon insisted that 380
tons of stolen material are not a nuclear
threat, noting that roughly 400,000 tons of

there.
The IAEA had been monitoring the mate-

collected Iraq have
either been destroyed or are in U.S. custo-
dy.

Education center opens door to advance troops’ futures

BY JULIANA GITTLER
Stars and Stripes

LSA ANACONDA, Iraq — Sol-
diers wanting to advance their ca-
reer, change jobs, become an of-
ficer or knock out some college
courses during their down time in
Iraq now have a few classrooms
to try to reach those goals at LSA
Anaconda.

“They're basically in a holding
pattern while they're deployed,”
said LSA Anaconda and 13th
Corps Support Command, Com-
mand Sgt. Maj. Dan Elder. “They
want to be promoted, they want to
be warrant officers. They want to
further their career. Education
isn’t necessarily part of the de-
ployment package [so] we had to
carve out something.”

This past spring, an education
center at the base started offering
free classes and preparation pro-
grams for tests that can further a
servicemember’s military or civil-
ian career.

It’s the pet project of Army Re-
serve Maj. Kristi Hilton, usually a
medical logistician and patient ad-
ministrator in the Army, but a sec-
ondary special education teacher
in her civilian life.

“It was really important for sol-
diers to have a quiet place,” said
Hilton, “as quiet as you can have
here, to let them get online.”

The base commander gave Hil-
ton, now the education officer in
charge, a building for classrooms,
a lecture hall and computer lab.

In the spring, an Air Force unit
arrived and brought with it an ed-
ucation services officer certified

Staff Sgt. Thomas Barnhart, education center noncommi:

JULIANA GITTLER/Stars and Stripes

ioned officer-in-charge, teaches an Armed Servic-

es Vocational Aptitude Battery class in the center, currently under construction.

to administer standardized tests.
The two services agreed to give
soldiers the same benefits.

The current education services
officer, Master Sgt. Darryl King
with the 332nd Air Expeditionary
Wing, can administer several
standardized tests, including the
Law School Admission Test and a
variety of College Level Examina-

tion Program tests that give col-

ege credit for passing certain
exams. Others can pursue a high
school General Equivalency Di-
ploma.

i can administer CLEP

tests in 104 subjects.

“It's enough subjects to cover
your general [college] require-
ments at least,” King said.

The center may also create a
few teachers. Pilots have volun-
teered to help prepare soldiers
for the flight aptitude test re-
quired to become an aviator. Oth-
ers on base teach computer cours-
es and even an Arabic class.

For soldiers wishing to change
careers or enter officer pro-
grams, the center has a

three-week study session for the
Armed Services Vocational Apti-
tude Battery, the ASVAB. Service-
members who have taken the
course have raised their ASVAB
scores by 20 points or more,
Elder said.

“It’s not a few points, it’s a vast
improvement,” he said.

Spe. Randolph Scott, with the
302nd Transportation Company,
will leave Iraq in February with
18 college credits, six earned
through the CLEP system and 12
more through online classes.

Scott was registered for college
when he was activated for the Re-
serves last year. Through the cen-
ter, he converted his registration
to online and began classes, he
said.

Since the center opened, thou-
sands of people have passed
through and taken tests and class-
es or enrolled in college online,
said Hilton, who is helping other
posts start similar programs.

She briefed command ser-
geants major in Baghdad and has
worked with S0 installations to
help them get the students crack-
ing the books, she said.

The education center is free
and open to all services and De-
partment of Defense civilians.

“It's another way to support sol-
diers,” Elder said. “Bettering
yourself, getting a degree. That’s
one of the goals here, to have a
better soldier.”

E-mail Juliana Gittler at
gittlerj@pstripes.osd.mil

GI in Kuwait dies after running Army Ten-Miler

BY STEVE LIEWER
Stars and Stripes

CAMP BUEHRING, Kuwait —
A soldier in Kuwait collapsed and
died Sunday morning shortly
after completing the local version
of the Army Ten-Miler race.

The soldier, who witnesses said
was a Georgia National Guards-
man based at Camp Buehring, fell
over near the finish line. About a
half-dozen  people  gathered
around and tried to revive him.

“They were giving him chest
compressions for what seemed
like an eternity,” said a young sol-
dier who witnessed the rescue ef-
fort.

The race organizer, Sgt. 1st
Class Deborah George, called
over the loudspeaker for medics.
They tried four times to revive
him with an electric defibrillator.
Later, the soldier was loaded
aboard a helicopter and flown to
the hospital at Camp Arifjan. He
was pronounced dead shortly
after arriving there, according to
a statement from the Coalition
Forces Land Component Com-
mand.

The soldier’s name is not being
released by the Pentagon until at
least 24 hours after his family has
been notified, according to De-
partment of Defense policy.

About 700 servicemembers
serving at bases in Kuwait joined
in the race at Camp Buehring,
held in conjunction with the annu-
al Army-sponsored race in Wash-
ington, D.C. The race was run in
the early morning, with tempera-
tures in the upper 70s or low 80s.
It was the first time the race had
been held in Kuwait.

After the helicopter left with
the soldier, a chaplain led race
participants and spectators in
prayer. There was little celebra-
tion as race organizers handed
out medals to the winners.

Force Danger in Tikrit.

1st ID engineers build six Iraqi police stations

Engineers from the 1st Infantry Division’s 2nd Brigade Combat
Team built six police stations in six days earlier this month in Sa-
marra, Iraq, according to a news release from the 1st ID-led Task

The engineers, from the 216th Engineer Battalion and other
units, constructed the stations at Forward Operating Base Speicher
out of conexes at a cost of about $100,000 apiece, the release said.
Then they were trucked to Samarra, a city of 200,000 people north-
west of Baghdad that until recently had been under rebel control.

The stations, for Iragi police, were fortified with concrete barri-
cades able to withstand rocket-propelled grenades, car bombs and
mortars, according to the release. The engineers also furnished
them with desks and chairs and even paper and brooms.

The release said more construction on schools, hospitals and
streets is planned. The rebuilding of Samarra has fallen behind
other Iraqi cities because of rebel activity that prevented U.S. or
Iraqi military patrols there from May until early October, when a
Jjoint U.S.-Iraqi military offensive retook the city.

E-mail Steve Liewer at:
3 Liewe "

From staff reports
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Freelance jailers appeal Afghan convictions

BY AMIR SHAH
The Associated Press

KABUL, Afghanistan — Three Ameri-
cans convicted of torturing Afghans on a
freelance counter-terror mission will ap-
pear in court later this week to appeal the
decision, a senior official said Tuesday.

Jonathan Idema, Edward Caraballo and
Brent Bennett were sentenced last month
t0 8-10 years in jail after a trial that embar-
rassed U.S. and NATO forces and sowed
confusion about America’s role in the
war-shattered country.

Gen. Abdul Fatah, a senior Afghan prose-
cutor, said Idema had asked at a
closed-door preliminary appeal hearing
last week for more time for his lawyer to ar-

rive and to arrange a translator, and that
the appeal was set to start Saturday.

“We told him that was OK,” Fatah said,
adding that authorities hoped to prevent a
repeat of the accusations by Idema and his
lawyers during the first trial that the pro-
cess was a sham. “This guy is a bit of a trou-
blemaker.”

Idema, the group’s leader, Bennett, his
right-hand man, and television cameraman
Caraballo were arrested on July 5 when Af-
ghan security forces raided a house in
downtown Kabul and discovered eight Af-
ghans who said they had been tortured.

Idema, a 48-year-old former soldier
from Fayetteville, North Carolina, insists
they were tracking down terror suspects in-
cluding al-Qaida leader Osama bin Laden

in close cooperation with American and Af-
ghan security forces.

The U.S. government has offered a $50
million reward for the capture of bin
Laden.

On Sept. 15, a lower court convicted all
three of running an illegal jail, torture and
illegal entry into Afghanistan after a trial
marred by faulty translation and chaotic
procedures.

Defense lawyers were given no opportu-
nity to cross-examine prosecution witness-
es, and the judge dismissed videotapes pur-
porting to show Idema in telephone contact
with U.S. defense officials.

The American military acknowledges ac-
cepting a prisoner from Idema, but insists
it realized shortly afterward that he was an

impostor. The prisoner was released with-
out charge. NATO peacekeepers also
helped the trio out on three raids, later say-
ing they were duped.

The three are being held at Kabul's
Pul-e Charki prison, a facility notorious in
Afghanistan as the scene of summary exe-
cutions and ghastly conditions.

But officials said they had gone out of
their way to make the Americans’ stay com-
fortable.

Gen. Abdulsalam Bakhshi, the director
of prisons, said the trio were lodging togeth-
er “in a nice room.”

“They have a separate bathroom, carpet,
TV and good food,” Bakhshi said. “The pris-
oners are from foreng'n countries, and we
should provide them with the standard of
living they are accustomed to.”

Foreign Service labor union

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The labor union that repre-
sents 23,000 current and former U.S. foreign ser-
vice workers called on Monday for a security build-
up in response to the death of an American diplo-
mat in Iraq.

John W. Limbert, president of the American For-
eign Service Association, said the union recognizes
it is impossible to provide 100 percent protection
“for our personnel who staff the front lines of
American diplomacy.”

But he said much work remains to be done to
bring U.S. embassies, consulates and missions up
to security standards.

The State Department responded that “security
is an issue that we look at constantly.” Deputy
spokesman Adam Ereli said that was one of the
things the slain diplomat, Edward Seitz, 41, of
Parma, Ohio, was doing in Iraq.

Seitz, an agent with the department’s Bureau of

calls for stronger security

Diplomatic Security, was killed Saturday night in
Camp Victory, the headquarters of the U.S.-led coa-
lition’s ground forces command.

“For us, it is a tragic loss,” Ereli said. “There are
many who are bravely sacrificing in Iraq. Ed was
one of our own.”

He is believed to be the first U.S. diplomat killed
in Iraq since the war began in 2003. Al-Jazeera
telewsnon reported Sunday that the militant Islam-

y of Iraq claimed responsibility for the at-
mck

In a statement, the American Foreign Service As-
sociation said “we strongly encourage the govern-
‘ment to review the security arrangements for pro-
tecting our dedicated colieagues, and to provide
them the fullest measure of protection possible.”

Since the 1998 bombing of U.S. Embassies in
Kenya and Tanzania, which killed 53 U.S. govern-
ment employees among 224 victims, some
progress has been made in bringing U.S. missions
up to security standards, the union said.

However, it added that “much work remains to
be done.”

AP

Vice President Dick Cheney shakes hands with supporters in
Wilmington, Ohio, on Monday, where he spoke with a woman who lost a
grandson in Iraq and has several other family members serving there.

Soldier’s grandmother
asks Cheney for peace

France: Iraq allegations ‘inaccurate’
Foreign Ministry says oil-for-food report lacks proof

BY PAMELA SAMPSON
The Associated Press

PARIS — Allegations that
French companies illicitly reaped
financial benefits from the U.N.
oil-for-food program are “inaccu-
rate” and  unsubstantiated,
France said in a sharp response
to a U.S. arms inspector’s report.

The report by Charles Duelfer,
which alleged that French compa-
nies and individuals participated
in a secret oil voucher program
that helped Saddam Hussein cir-
cumvent UN. sanctions, lacks
proof to back up the charges, the
Foreign Ministry said Monday.

The Foreign Ministry’s re-
sponse was an attempt to cast
doubt on Duelfer’s report, pub-
lished earlier this month, listing
foreign entities that received
vouchers for oil contracts under
the U.N. oil-for-food program.

The report said the names of
American companies and individ-
uals who may have been involved
in oil deals weren’t released be-
cause of U.S. privacy laws.

It alleged that Saddam’s govern-
ment had used the oil vouchers

ward countries and individuals
willing to cooperate with Iraq’s
political goals. Companies and in-
dividuals from Russia, France
and China dominated the list.

But only 8 percent of France’s
oil imports came from Iraq in
2001, a separate Foreign Ministry
statement said. It added that of
1,129 companies from 86 coun-
tries on a list of registered buyers
under the oil-for-food program,
only 20 were French.

“It is completely inaccurate to
say that France had major com-
mercial interests in Iraq before
the war,” the statement insisted.

The oil-for-food program had
an account at French bank BNP
Paribas, but France said the bank
was located in the United States,
subject to U.S. regulations, and
was one of two charged with man-
aging the program.

“The account was also inspect-
ed twice yearly by the Board of
Auditors of the United Nations,”
the ministry statement said.

In addition, many companies
that pat‘licipaled in the oil-for-
food program that were identified
as French were not, the ministry

both to solicit and to re-

said. were Amer-

ican but used French branches,
agents or intermediaries, it said.

France is cooperating with
former U.S. Federal Reserve
Chairman Paul Volcker, who was
appointed in April by U.N. Secre-
tary-General Kofi Annan to head
a panel investigating alleged cor-
ruption in the multibillion-dollar
U.N. oil-for-food program in Iraq.

Volcker was in Paris two weeks
ago to meet with high-level offi-
cials who pledged their coopera-
tion. France has agreed to declas-
sify certain documents and make
officials available for interviews.

Volcker’s independent panel re-
leased the names of 248 compa-
nies that received Iragi oil and
3,545 companies that exported
goods to Saddam’s government.
Volcker has said that being on the
list doesn’t imply that a company
is guilty of illicit, unethical or cor-
rupt behavior.

France strongly believes that
Duelfer, a CIA adviser who heads
the Iraq Survey Group hunting
for banned weapons in Irag, was
acting “outside his mandate”
when he issued his report, a
French diplomat said, speaking
on condition of anonymity.
“Bribes may have been paid, but
that is for Volcker to establish.”

BY PETE YOST
The Associated Press

WILMINGTON, Ohio — Dick
Cheney came face-to-face with
the war in Iraq when a 62-year-
old grandmother confronted him
on the campaign trail.

Phyllis Hobbs told Cheney she
had sacrificed a grandson to the

" like a litde peace,” she
pleaded with the vice president.

With an electorate divided by
the Bush administration’s actions
in Iraq, Hobbs’ remark to Cheney
on Monday in an Ohio town of
15,000 reflected both the war’s
personal cost and the determina-
tion of many Americans like
Hobbs to see it through to a suc-
cessful conclusion.

More than a thousand Ameri-
can soldiers have been killed in
Iragq, but few families have been
as deeply affected by it as the
Hobbses.

Hobbs’ son, her daughter-
in-law and another grandson all
have served in Iraq, and her son
is headed back for another stint,
probably around Thanksgiving.
Her daughter-in-law just re-enlist-
ed and would be heading back to
Iraq too, but she’s pregnant, and
will go next year instead. Hobbs’
other grandson, a Special Forces
soldier, just returned and “I hope
he’s home for good,” she said.

Her grandson Steven D.

Conover, 21, was among the U.S.
soldiers killed last November
when insurgents in Fallujah shot
down the Chinook helicopter he
was riding in.

Devdstdted by the loss, Hobbs
said her health deteriorated to the
point where she suffered kidney
failure the month after her grand-
son’s death, putting her in a
wheelchair. Cheney spotted her
in an audience of enthusiastic
Bush-Cheney supporters and in-
vited her to ask him a question.

Hobbs asked Cheney, “Is there
anybody who knows a time limit”
for pulling out of Irag? “I have
four over there. .. I had one
killed. ... I'd like a little peace.”

The vice president calmly re-
plied: “I appreciate very much ob-
viously the sacrifice they made.
If you put an artificial date on it,
what with the terrorists just wait-
ing until that day arrives, Ameri-
cans withdraw, and then they’ll re-
insert themselves, that's not ac-
ceptable.”

Far from being bitter about her
loss and the uncertainty surround-
ing when the troops will come
home, Hobbs recalled the words
of her grandson a few days before
he died, a memory to which she
proudly clings.

“He :dld ‘Grandma, if any-
thing is going to happen to any of
us, make sure they continue with
the war until it’s finished,’ ” she
said.
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The Scary Guy spreading positive energy

Tattooed, pierced motivational speaker brings message of compassion to bases in England

BY RON JENSEN
Stars and Stripes

RAF MILDENHALL, England
— The Scary Guy certainly is.

At least, at first glance.

He has a face only a mother
could love. And even then, the
mother would have to the
Bride of Frankenstein.

Covered from head to toe with
tattoos, he has more art on him
than the ceiling of the Sistine Chap-
el. His hair is blue and his teeth
are gold. He has more face pierc-
ings than an entire punk band.

But after a few minutes of deliv-
ering his motivational message of
love, compassion and tolerance,
The Scary Guy doesn’t seem so
scary. He becomes, almost, The
Cuddly Guy.

“The elimination of hate, vio-
lence and prejudice worldwide.
Give me a break. One guy can’t
do this job,” he said to a room full
of airmen at the First Term Air-
men’s Center on RAF Mildenhall.
“I'm here today for one reason. I
need your help.”

For the next 90 minutes, The
Scary Guy — that has been his
legal name since 1998 — told how
he was once filled with anger and
hate. He was bursting at his
image-laden seams with negative
energy.

“For 43 years of my life — love?
What ajoke,” he said. “I was a pro-
fessional name-caller and hater. T
could find a fault in you in 10 sec-
onds.”

But now, at age 50, The Scary
Guy is a world-traveled motiva-
tional speaker, delivering his mes-
sage to schools, corporations and
military audiences.

“Churches are booking me.
That's really weird, dude,” he
said.

The message he spreads like an
itinerant preacher is a simple
one, yet profound. He says a per-
son’s negative attitude is directed
back at him or her. Conversely,
someone who spreads positive en”
ergy gets positive vibes in return.

“For four years, I haven’t said
one negative word about another
person on the planet,” he said. “I
haven’t called anybody a name ex-
cept their own.”

His appearance heightens his
message. He first got a tattoo
when he was 30, not stopping
until his body was nearly covered
with the inked images.

The result, he said, has been
that people judge him by his
looks, not by his character or
what is in his heart. In other
words, they treat him the way he
treated people for so long.

“That’s called payback,” said
the former tattoo artist.

It is a good lesson in the judg-
ment of human beings, he said, to
follow him through the base com-
missary and watch the reaction
that trails in his wake.

The heart of his message is a
challenge. He asks his listeners to
spend the next seven days and
seven nights saying not one nega-
tive word about anyone.

Put a stop to the gossip and the
name-calling.

“It will be the most difficult
seven days in your life, I guaran-
tee it,” he said.

The Scary Guy is sort of like
television’s Dr. Phil, only with a

lot more body art. His wife of
nine years, Julie Kaufmann, who
plays a 22-string lap harp during
his presentation, said afterward
that her husband has no formal
education in psychology or social
sciences.

“He has always been percep-
tive about people,” she said.

iving in Arizona, the couple is
on the road most of the year to
spread the message. He said he
receives 4,000 letters each month
similar to the one he read to the
airmen from a young boy being
bullied and teased at school.

His Web site —
www.scaryguy.com — gets 6 mil-
lion hits a month from 75 coun-
tries.

The airmen who heard The
Scary Guy on Monday afternoon,
the first day of a three-day stay at
US. bases in England, came
away with something to ponder.

“T lhmk it’s a great message,”

Airman 1st Class James
Cheney “I’ll be stuck on this for a
while.”

Airman 1st Class Jeremy Lueth
said The Scary Guy’s message is
similar to the Buddhism he once
studied.

“He reminded me to try,” he
said. “I've tried before, but I'd got-
ten lazy.”

The Scary Guy makes no guar-
antees that it will be easy. There
will be slip-ups and backsliding.

But, he said, the reward is
worth the effort.

“I can't tell you when your pay-
days are going to come, but they
will come,” he said. “You will get
something back.”
ail Ron Jensen at

RON JENSEN/Stars and Stripes

The Scary Gny is a motivational speaker spreading a message of love
and He says he had little of either in his life.

BY MARK JEWELL
The Associated Press

BOSTON — In a trailblazing
pairing of robotics and tractor
companies, iRobot and John
Deere announced plans Mon-
day to build a 9-foot semiautono-
mous battlefield vehicle.

Burlington, Mass.-based iRo-
bot Corp. will adapt the artificial
intelligence technology used in
its Roomba vacuums and porta-
ble PackBot military robots for
a two-seat John Deere utility ve-
hicle similar to ones the Penta-
gon already uses.

The Military Robotic Gator,
or R-Gator, will be the first of its
kind to use off-the-shelf technol-
ogy, making it easier and less ex-
pensive to produce than exist-
ing, custom-made vehicles, the
companies said.

‘While the Pentagon is expect-
ed to be the first customer, the
R-Gator’s developers hope to
eventually draw interest from
elsewhere for use in everything
from responding to chemical
spills to patrolling borders, said
Helen Greiner, iRobot’s chair-
‘woman and co-founder.

“The military is a great early
adopter,” Greiner said in a

John Deere, iRobot making
a battlefield robot vehicle

phone interview from Washing-
ton, where the companies an-
nounced their plans at a trade
show for Army contractors.

Moline, Illinois-based Deere
& Co. and iRobot plan to begin
pilot production of the six-wheel
R-Gator by the middle of next
year at a production cost of
about $250,000 each, Greiner
said. Full production is to begin
in 2006.

The vehicle, five feet wide,
has three basic modes: autono-
mous, remote control or manual-
ly driven by onboard human op-
erators.

The vehicle will be able to
relay real-time video, audio and
sensor readings from the field.
Such ities could allow for

Widows, parents of Marines Killed
in Osprey test flights plan memorial

The Associated Press

QUANTICO, Va. — The wid-
ows and parents of eight Marines
killed during two test flights of
V-22 Osprey military aircraft in
2000 want to build a memorial to
the men.

They hope to erect the monu-
ment at Quantico Marine Corps
Base in 2006, the same year the
Marine Corps hopes to make the
tilt-rotor aircraft operational. The
Osprey can lift and hover like a
helicopter and fly like a plane.

The Osprey is slated to begin op-
erational evaluations in January
and be fully operational in sum-
mer 2006, said Capt. Jerome Bry-

ant, a Marine Corps spokesman.

The aircraft was just days from
approval for full-scale production
when a Dec. 11, 2000, crash in
North Carolina killed four men. It
was the second of two fatal crash-
es that year and brought a tempo-
rary halt to the program.

The widows and parents of the
pilots and crew killed in both the
April 8 crash in Arizona and the
December crash have stayed in
touch. In October 2002, they held
a formal reunion at Quantico,
where the Osprey crews were
based, and after that started dis-
cussing memorial plans.

“It was just something that we

thought needed to be done,” said
Ruth Sweaney of Lanexa, the
mother of Lt. Col. Keith Sweaney,
one of the Marines who died.
“They were the pioneers of it.”

The proposed memorial hasn’t
been approved, but is working its
way through military channels,
Maj. Nat Fahy, a spokesman at Ma-
rine headquarters, said Friday.

Lt. Col John Brow, Maj.
Brooks Gruber, Staff Sgt. William
Nelson and Cpl. Kelly Keith, were
killed in the first crash, along
with 15 California-based Ma-
rines. Sweaney, Lt. Col. Michael
Murphy, Staff Sgt. Avely Runnels
and Sgt. Jason Buyck were killed
in the December crash.

unmanned patrols of
a military installation, or for re-
connaissance or carrying sup-
plies such as ammunition, the
companies said.

The vehicle is based on John
Deere’s M-Gator, which U.S.
forces have used extensively in
Afghanistan and Iraq. IRobot’s
PackBots have been used in
thousands of missions in those
two countries to disarm road-
side bombs and search caves
and buildings.

Former U.S. base in Panama reopened by U.N.

The Associated Press

PANAMA CITY, Panama — A
former U.S. military base near
the Panama Canal officially re-
opened Monday as U.N. head-
quarters in this country.

“Guns have given way to sourc-
es of knowledge,” said President
Martin Torrijos, who oversaw a
massive ceremony marking the

opening at the former Fort Clay-
ton.

Located at the Pacific opening
of the canal, the base opened in
1962 as a testing center. It eventu-
ally came to house among the
largest contingents of U.S. mili-
tary and civilian personnel in
Latin America.

Fort Clayton was closed along

with other U.S. military and civil-
ian installations when the United
States handed over control of the
canal to the Panamanian govern-
ment in December 1999.

Torrijos said the opening of
UN. offices where the military
used to operate had “a special
symbolism in the history of Pana-
ma.”
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Officials: Karzai clear winner in Afghan vote

BY STEPHEN GRAHAM
The Associated Press

KABUL, Afghanistan — Count-
ing in Afghanistan’s presidential
election concluded Tuesday, with
US.-backed interim leader
Hamid Karzai the clear winner
even though some ballot boxes
were “obviously stuffed,” elec-
tion officials said.

Investigators were still examin-
ing about 100 ballot boxes to clear
up lingering fraud allegations,
but the election’s chief technical
officer said the count was effec-
tively “over and done.”

“It’s just these last dribs and
drabs to be approved,” David
Avery said. “It's really nothing
that can affect the outcome.”

Election officials have said
they will not announce the official
results of the Oct. 9 vote until in-
vestigations into irregularities al-
leged by Karzai’s main rivals

have been concluded. That could
be this weekend.

The winner will be inaugurated
in about a month.

Final results were not posted
on the election Web site, either.

But in a tally based on 98.4 per-
cent of total votes cast, the
backed Karzai had S5.5 percent,
which was 39 percentage points
ahead of his closest challenger,
former  Education = Minister
Yunus Qanooni.

“If the fraud was not so serious,
we would accept that Karzai has
won,” said Qanooni’s running
mate, Taj Mohammed Wardak.

Karzai had to receive more
than 50 percent of the votes cast
to avoid a runoff and secure a
five-year term.

Karzai has been the interim
leader since the fall of the Tali-
ban in late 2001 after a U.S. inva-
sion.

Karzai has racked up more

than 90 percent support in many
parts of the south and east, which
is dominated by his fellow Pash-
tun tribesmen, and leads in all
major cities.

But rivals have eclipsed him
across much of the north and cen-
ter, the heartlands of Afghani-
stan’s ethnic minorities, and
charge that Karzai is ahead only
through cheating.

Investigators had held back
hundreds of boxes and say they
have clear evidence of ballot-
stuffing in some cases, though not
on a scale that could overturn
Karzai’s majority.

“Some boxes were so obviously
stuffed that we don’t believe they
were legitimately cast votes,”
said Ray Kennedy, deputy chair-
man of the joint U.N.-Afghan elec-
toral commission.

That was an indication the com-
mission will acknowledge irregu-
larities — the key condition set by
Qanooni for conceding defeat.

A U.N. worker reads the latest results of votes at a counting center in
Kabul, Afghanistan, on Monday. Hamid Karzai was assured Monday to
become the country’s first democratically chosen president, officials said.

Guardian
apologizes
for Bush
remarks

The Associated Press

LONDON — A British newspa-
per apologized Monday for a
weekend article in which a writer
appeared to call for the assassina-
tion of President Bush.

In a regular column in The
Guardian newspaper’s Saturday
TV listings magazine, Charlie
Brooker described Bush in scath-
ing terms, and concluded: “John
Wilkes Booth, Lee Harvey Os-
wald, John Hinckley Jr., where
are you now that we need you?”

Booth assassinated President
Lincoln, Oswald killed President
Kennedy and Hinckley wounded
President Reagan.

The Guardian’s apology de-
scribed Brooker’s comments as
“flippant and tasteless” but said
they were “intended as an ironic
joke, not as a call to action — an in-
tention he believed regular read-
ers of his humorous column
would understand.”

It was the second time this
month the newspaper was em-
broiled in a trans-Atlantic politi-
cal controversy. Previously, it in-
vited readers to write letters to un-
affiliated voters in Clark County,
Ohio, a swing state, about the im-
portance of the Nov. 2 election.

The newspaper’s Web site said
letter-writers were free to sup-
port either Bush or Sen. John
Kerry but noted that a Guardian
poll showed 47 percent of Britons
backed Kerry and 16 percent sup-
ported Bush.

The newspaper was over-
whelmed by responses — most of
them hostile — and the campaign
after their Web site was broken
into by hackers.

Surrounded by bodyguards, Israeli Prime

for a special session of Israel's pat

AP

ster Ariel Sharon arrives
ment in Jerusalem on Tuesday.

After a two-day debate, the parliament is expected to approve Sharon’s
plan to withdraw from the Gaza Strip and parts of the West Bank.

Sharon’s Gaza plan
likely to be approved

BY GAVIN RABINOWITZ
The Associated Press

JERUSALEM — A stormy
two-day debate in the Israeli par-
liament wound down Tuesday,
ahead of a historic vote on Prime
Minister Ariel Sharon’s plan to
withdraw from the Gaza Strip
and parts of the West Bank.

Approval was expected, and
would mark the first time the
Knesset agrees to the uprooting
of Jewish settlements in lands
claimed by the Palestinians for a
state.

the ruling Likud Party and weak-
ened his coalition government.

The vote also came on the
nine-year anniversary, according
to the Jewish calendar, of the as-
sassination of former Prime Min-
ister Yitzhak Rabin by an extrem-
ist Jew opposed to his peace ef-
forts.

Sharon opened the parliament
debate Monday, defending his
plan as the only way to secure Is-
rael’s future. “This is a fateful mo-
ment for Israel,” he declared in a
speech that was repeatedly inter-
rupted by hecklers.

‘Sharon told that sup-

Sharon entered i on
Tuesday afternoon, surrounded
by 16 bodyguards, an unprece-
dented number. Outside, police
cordoned off the building, restrict-
ing entry, as thousands of settlers
gathered in a nearby park to pro-
test the plan. Protection for
Sharon has been beefed up in re-
cent weeks amid growing con-
cern he could by attacked by
right-wing extremists.

The withdrawal plan has bitter-
ly divided the nation, and solidi-
fied Sharon’s transformation
from long-time patron of the Jew-
ish settlers to their No. 1 nemesis.

Tuesday’s vote is the climax of
a monthslong confrontation over
Sharon’s “unilateral disengage-
ment” plan, which has torn apart

porting the withdrawal, which
will uproot 8,800 settlers from the
Gaza Strip and four West Bank
settlements, was the most diffi-
cult decision of his long career.
However, he said Israel does
not want to rule over millions of
Palestinians and suggested the
settlers were unreasonable in
their opposition. Sharon even
made some conciliatory remarks
toward the Palestinians, express-
ing regret for the plight of refu-
gees displaced by fighting with Is-

rael.

“This is the way of war. Howev-
er, war is not inevitable and pre-
destined,” he said. “Even today,
we regret the loss of innocent
lives in your midst. Our way is not
one of intentional killing.”

Arafat breaks Ramadan fast for health reasons

The Associated Press

RAMALLAH, West Bank — A weakened
Yasser Arafat broke his Ramadan fast at the
urging of his doctors Tuesday, and was un-
dergoing more medical tests, aides said, as Is-
raeli officials speculated he is suffenng from

a serious illness.

Arafat’s aides have insisted that the
75-year-old Palestinian leader only has a bad
case of the flu, and is recovering.

However, there is growing
that Arafat is suffering from more than a
minor illness. Teams of Egyptian and Tuni-
sian doctors have examined him in recent
days. On Monday, he underwent an endosco-
py, an exam of the digestive tract. And he has
not led Muslim evening prayers at his make-
shift mosque in his compound, as he has
done in the past during the fasting month of

Ramadan.

Doctors have urged Arafat to rest and

break the d;

to-d

onymity.

ing he needs liquids and must take his medi-
cation at regular intervals. For the first 11
days of Ramadan, Arafat refused, but on
Tuesday broke the fast for the first time, said
a confidant, Sakher Habash, who visited the
Palestinian leader.

Arafat was to undergo more testing Tues-
day, including blood tests, an official close to
the Palestinian leader said on condition of an-

sk Ramadan fast, say-
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Powell urges N. Korea to resume nuke talks

BY SANG-HUN CHOE
The Associated Press

SEOUL, South Korea — Secre-
tary of State Colin Powell urged
North Korea on Tuesday to rejoin
nuclear disarmament talks if it
wants international aid.

South Korea called on Washing-
ton and other participants in
six-nation talks to show more flex-
ibility in resolving the nuclear
standoff — comments that ap-
peared to distance Seoul from
U.S. proposals.

Foreign Minister Ban Ki-moon
urged “all participating countries
in the six-nation talks to make
more creative and realistic pro-
posals to help bring North Korea
to the talks as soon as possible.”

Powell said Washington has no
intention of changing its North
Korea policy soon, but would
work to resolve the nuclear dis-
pute. “We agreed to continue de-
voting maximum efforts to achiev-
ing this goal through multilateral
diplomacy and six-party talks,”
Powell said in a joint news confer-
ence with the South Korean for-
eign minister.

“Clearly, everybody wants to
see the next round of six-party
talks get started,” Powell said, re-
ferring to the stalled talks among
the United States, the two Koreas,
China, Japan and Russia. “This is
the time to move forward, to
bring this matter to a conclusion.”

He said the goal was to help the

BY SANG-HUN CHOE
The Associated Press

SEOUL, South Korea — Mysterious holes found in
a wire fence along the tense border with North
Korea were most likely used not by communist infil-
trators but by a South Korean defector to the North,
South Korea’s military said Tuesday.

The highly unusual discovery of the holes —
found in a fence checked daily by troops for signs of
infiltration — had triggered fears of North Korean
commandoes slipping through the border and led
South Korea to tighten roadblocks and traffic checks
north of Seoul.

The increased security along the roads between
the tense front line and Seoul came as U.S. Secretary
of State Colin Powell was visiting South Korea to dis-
cuss ways to restart stalled talks on North Korea's
nuclear weapons programs.

“After investigating the way the fence was cut and
the foot prints in the scene, we have concluded that
an unidentified person cmssed into the north,” said
Brig. Gen. Hwang Joong-sun, an operational officer

South Korea concludes holes in DMZ fence
not likely made by enemy infiltrator from North

at the South Korean military’s Office of Joint Chiefs
of Staff. “We have terminated our military operation
against possible enemy infiltration,” he added.

Given the crude job of cutting the fence, Hwang
said, South Korea believed that the person was a
South Korean civilian, not a North Korean agent re-
turning home after a mission in the South.

Earlier Tuesday, South Korea said its nighttime
border guards found a hole in the wire fence that
forms the southern boundary of the 2.5-mile wide
Demilitarized Zone that separates the two Koreas.

The 16-inch by 12-inch hole, which was cut
through two layers of wire fence yards apart, was dis-
covered early Tuesday near Yeoncheon, a border
town 40 miles north of Seoul.

The military later reported another hole in a sepa-
rate wire fence 0.7 mile inside the buffer zone.

South Korea had imposed “Jindogye-1” around
‘Yeoncheon, the highest level of vigilance the mili-
tary can issue before an actual sighting of a commu-
nist infiltrator. On the roads between Yeoncheon
and Seoul, soldiers and armored vehicles joined po-
lice at check points.

taken place in September, and
lashed out Tuesday at Washing-
ton.

“It is impossible to open the
talks now that the U.S. is becom-
ing evermore undisguised in its
hostile policy toward the
[North],” said North Korea’s offi-
cial news agency, KCNA.

“The Bush administration is
employing a sleight of hand to
mislead the public opinion at
home and abroad and garner sup-
port from more electors,” it said.

North Korea reiterated that it
would rejoin the six-nation talks
only if Washington is ready to roll
back its hostile policy, and offer a
“reward” for freezing its nuclear
development.

The United States is seeking
the permanent denuclearization
of North Korea and has said it
will provide the communist gov-
ernment with economic benefits
only after it offers a credible com-
mitment to meet U.S. disarma-
ment demands.

Powell rejected the North’s de-

people of impoverished North  US. officials

believe North Moo-hyun and South Korea’s uni-

Korea have a better life, in part
by providing more food aid.

“We don’t intend to attack
North Korea, we don’t have any
hostile intent notwithstanding
their claims,” he said. “It is this
nuclear issue that is keeping the
international community from as-
sisting North Korea.”

Korea is biding its time on
six-party talks, sensing that Dem-
ocratic candidate John Kerry
‘might win the election and be easi-
er to deal with than Bush.
Powell, who was in Seoul follow-
ing visits this week to Japan and
China, also met Tuesday with
South Korean President Roh

fication minister.

Powell predicted that North
Korea will return to the talks
after next week’s U.S. election,
South Korean officials said.

Three rounds of six-party talks,
held in Beijing, have yielded little
progress. North Korea skipped a
fourth round that was to have

mand that change its
proposals.

“We modified [our proposal]
or the third round of six-party
talks, showed flexibility and tried
to accommodate the interests of
other parties,” he said. “The way
to move forward is to have the
next round of six party talks, so
that we can discuss that proposal
and not have a negotiation with
ourselves in a press conference.”

Vatican lays
out views on
social issues

The Associated Press

VATICAN CITY — A Vatican
handbook has laid out Roman
Catholic Church teaching ques-
tioning preventive war and de-
nouncing the “horrendous crime”
of abortion. But Vatican officials
sidestepped questions on whether
the war in Iraq was illegal or if
Catholics can vote for candidates
who back laws permitting abor-
tion.

Vatican spokesman Joaquin Na-
varro-Valls quickly intervened at
anews conference Monday when
a top Vatican cardinal was asked
if the faithful can cast ballots for a
candidate who supports legalized
abortion. “The Holy See never
gets involved in electoral or politi-
cal questions directly,” he said.

U.S. Senator John Kerry, the
Democratic presidential candi-
date, is a Catholic who has said
that while personally opposed to
abortion, he upholds the right of
‘women to have one.

Pope John Paul IT has vigorous-
ly championed the Vatican’s
long-standing opposition to abor-
tion, which was denounced as a
“horrendous crime” in the Vati-
can document released Monday.

“Far from being a rlght itisa
sad phenomenon,” it said.

Some U.S. churchmen have
said Kerry should be denied the
sacrament of Communion.

Cuba to stop using U.S.

BY ANITA SNOW
The Associated Press

HAVANA — Moving to wean its communist eco-
nomic system from the U.S. currency, Cuba said dol-
lars will no longer be accepted at businesses and
stores, a dramatic change in how commercial transac-
tions have been done here in more than a decade.

The resolution announced Monday by Cuba’s Cen-
tral Bank seemed aimed at finding new sources for for-
eign reserves and regain more control over its own
economy as the U.S. government steps up efforts to
prevent dollars from reaching the island as part of a
strategy to undermine Fidel Castro’s government.

Cuba’s national currency, the peso, cannot be used
with international partners.

“Beginning on November 8, the convertible peso
will begin to circulate in substitution of the dollar
throughout the national territory,” Castro said in a
written message read by his chief aide Carlos Valen-
ciaga. In his message, Castro asked Cubans to tell rela-

Noelia Garcia
holds her son
Ismael, 1, in her
home in Havana,
Cuba, while
watching a special
presentation of
Cuban President
Fidel Castro
announcing
Monday that U.S.
dollars will no
longer be
accepted at stores
or other
businesses on the
communist island.

AP

dollar for transactions

tives living abroad to send them money in other for-
eign currencies, such as euros, British sterling or
Swiss francs.

Cubans and others on the island can still hold dol-
lars in unlimited quantities and can change them into
pesos before the new policy takes effect. But they will
have to pay a 10 percent charge to exchange dollars af-
terward. There will be no such charge on changing
other foreign currencies, such as euros, into convert-
ible pesos.

“In the short term, there may be a slip in the remit-
tances,” said John Kavulich, president of the
U.8.-Cuba Trade and Economic Council, which tracks
business between the two countries. Some estimates
on annual remittances to Cuba are as high as $1 bil-
lion. “But going into the holidays, people in Miami and
New Jersey won’t want the holidays for their families
on the island to be even more miserable,” he said, pre-
dicting remittances from those major Cuban Ameri
can communities would pick up again, despite the dif-
ficulty of sending them and the 10 percent charge.

Nazi criminals sought

LIN — A Jewish group
sald Monday it expects to begin
a program in January to track
down the last surviving Nazi
war criminals in Germany.

The Simon Wiesenthal Cen-
ter said that “Operation Last
Chance,” which already has pro-
grams in several European
countries, has been delayed sev-
eral times in Germany but will
now Kick off there on Jan. 27,
Holocaust Remembrancc Day,
said Efraim Zuroff, director of
the center’s Jerusalem office.

The program currently pays
up to who provide information
leading to investigation, prose-
cution or punishment of
Nazi-era war criminals. Zuroff
said the center is considering
paying more in Germany.

78 die in Thai arrests

PATTANI, Thailand — At
least 78 people were suffocat-
ed or crushed to death after
being arrested and packed into
police trucks following a riot in
southern Thailand, officials
said Tuesday.

Dr. Pomthp Rojanasunan, a
forensics expert who works
for the Justice Ministry, said
Tuesday that she and a team of
doctors conducted autopsies
on 78 bodies at an army camp
in Pattani province and found
that most had perished from
suffocation.

The dead were among some
1,300 people that military offi-
cials said had been arrested
Monday following a riot in
which about 2,000 Muslim
youths demonstrated outside a
police station, demanding the
release of six detained men.
From The Associated Press
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Rehnquist’s illness makes Gourt an issue

BY ALLEN PUSEY
The Dallas Morning News

WASHINGTON — With barely
a week to go before the presiden-
tial election, the U.S. Supreme
Court announced Monday that
Chief Justice William H. Reh-
nquist has been diagnosed with
thyroid cancer.

The 80-year-old chief justice
was admitted Friday to Bethesda
Naval Medical Center near Wash-
ington where he underwent a tra-
cheotomy and treatment, accord-
ing to a brief statement issued by
the court.

Although he is expected to be
in his customary seat at center
bench when the high court re-
turns from a brief recess on Mon-
day, the news has propelled the is-

sues of age, health and the upcom-
ing presidential election into an
uncertain
view of the
iture of

ink
that it's un-
fortunate
that a health
problem
should have
to occur to
make it so,
but I think
this is rais-
ing the sa-
liency of the court as an issue,”
said C. Boyden Gray, a former
high-level legal adviser in two Re-
publican administrations.
“It’s not been on the front-burn-

annisl

er. With issues like war, terror-
ism, and the economy it’s hard to
get it into the top five, I guess. But
the future of the court should be
up there with them,” said Gray.

“The chief justice’s health may
have helped focus the issue, but
the question is: how sharp is the
focus?” said Dennis Hutchinson,
a professor at the University of
Chicago Law School. “I think it's
something that just whiffs by
most people.”

Supreme Court justices, like all
federal judges, are appointed for
life. The only way a justice can be
removed is by resignation or
death or impeachment. Still, their
durability as humans and viabili-
ty as jurists have been an occa-
sional issue in the sometimes-vol-
atile 225-year history of the court.

Until Monday’s revelation, the
chief justice had done everything
he could to discourage persistent
speculation that he wanted to
leave the court.

His staff has been hired
through 2006. In his well-re-
ceived histories of the court, he
often observes the longevity of
historically important justices —
leaving unspoken the fact that he
is currently the eighth-longest
serving justice in history and rap-
idly moving up.

Still, at 80 questions of age and
health have become more persis-
tent. And despite the chief jus-
tice’s efforts to discourage it, spec-
ulation about his departure from
the court — along with others —
has been persistent with each
new term.

He is the fourth justice on the
current court to be diagnosed
with cancer. Justices John Paul
Stevens (prostate), Ruth Bader
Ginsburg (colon) and Sandra Day
O’Connor (breast) have each had
to undergo treatment for the dis-
ease.

Rehnquist is one of two now
older than 80, one of eight above
the retirement age of 65. Only one
among his colleagues — Justice
Clarence Thomas — was born
after World War IL

“Chief Justice Rehnquist has
had health problems in the past,”
said Robert C. Percival of the Uni-
vers\ty of Maryland School of
Law. “ ... But I don’t think that
anyone questions his_ability to
think and participate fully in the
court’s business.”

Cingular purchase
of AT&T Wireless
gets fed approval

BY JENNIFER C. KERR
The Associated Press

WASHI.NG_TONf The Federal

“In many major in-region mar-
kets, Cingular now will have al-
most half of the mobile wireless
market share. And in allowing the
isition of AT&T Wireless, we

gave its approval Tuesday to Cin-
gular Wireless LLC’s $41 billion
acquisition of AT&T Wireless Ser-
vices Inc., completing the federal
regulatory blessing necessary for
creation of the country’s largest
cell phone company.

‘The move follows Monday’s an-
nouncement that Justice Depart-
ment antitrust regulators ap-
proved the deal. Both agencies at-
tached conditions to ensure there
is adequate competition in differ-
ent markets.

“We believe our conditions,
combined with the benefits to the
consumer experience brought by
Cingular’s new scale and scope,
will ensure the public interest is
served by this transaction,” said
FCC Chairman Michael Powell.

The two Democrats on the
five-member commission dissent-
ed in part to the merger, saying
they’re concerned the loss of
AT&T Wireless could have a nega-
tive impact on the wireline mar-
ket.

permanently remove an indepen-
dent source of competition to Ci
gular, SBC and BellSouth,” Com-
missioner Jonathan ~Adelstein
said.

Cingular is a joint venture be-
tween BellSouth Corp. and SBC
Communications Inc.

The merger would give Atlan-
ta-based Cingular about 47.6 mil-
lion subscribers. That would top
Verizon Wireless, the current
market leader with 40.4 million
customers as of midyear, while
paring the number of national
cell phone providers to five.

Under the FCC plan, the compa-
nies will not be allowed to merge
in 16 markets and must divest
themselves of assets in six addi-
tional markets.

The 22 markets are in 15 states:
Oklahoma, Texas, Kentucky, Ar-
kansas, Connecticut, Mississippi,
Missouri, Michigan, Louisiana,
Massachusetts, Tennessee, Geor-
gia, California, Nevada and North
Carolina.

Officials weighi

WASHINGTON — With Syria defying international pressure to with-
draw from Lebanon and with tensions over Iraq still high, the Bush ad-
ministration is weighing new sanctions on some Lebanese officials.

Rep. Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, R-Fla., said she is confident the adminis-
tration will support a request she made along with Rep. Eliot Engel,
D-] N Y to freeze the assets of Lebanese officials with close ties to Syria.

signs point to the fact

at the Bush administration is

gomg Lo take lhese measures,” said Ros-Lehtinen, chairwoman of the

House International Relations Middle East subcommittee.

“It's a mat-

ter of timing whether it will be now, whether it will be a little bit later.”
Acting under legislation pushed by the two lawmakers, President

Bush in May banned all

American exports to Syria except food and

medicine and barred Syrian planes from landing in the United States.
he Bush administration considers Syria a sponsor of terrorism and
has criticized its military presence in Lebanon and its failure to do

more to secure its border with Iraq.

From The Associated Press

Treasure hunter and marine archaeologi:

Joel Ruth uses a metal detector to look for ancient coins un-

earthed by beach erosion caused by Hurricane Jeanne in Indialantic, Florida.

Hurricane unburies beach treasure

BY RICH MCKAY
The Orlando Sentinel

INDIALANTIC, Fla, — It is the
stuff of pirate legends, but do not
waste your breath asking Joel
Ruth on what stretch of Florida’s
Treasure Coast he found his
hoard of Spanish pieces of eight
— waiting to be scratched out of
the sand with bare fingers and
toes.

Treasure hunters guard their
secrets.

Especially, if like Ruth, they
have just found about 180
near-mint _silver coins worth
more than $40,000.

To most Floridians, hurricane
season is the time to board up win-
dows and dread the worst. But to
professional and amateur trea-
sure seekers, it is the time to hit
the beaches and hunt lost riches.

“It’s why we’re called the Trea-
sure Coast,” said Ruth, a bookish
52-year-old marine archaeologist
with an African parrot named Eu-
clid who has learned to squawk
“Pieces o’ eight.”

It takes the big storms like
Jeanne and Frances to rake sever-
al feet of sand off the beaches and
dunes and expose gold, silver and
gems sunk and scattered centu-
ries ago.

But making a find takes more

than walking the beaches with a
metal detector. What separates
those who make a real find from
the legions of beachcombers is
knowledge and patience, said Sir
Robert F. Marx.

Marx is an underwater archae-
ologist and marine historian who
was knighted by both the Spanish
and English crowns for his work,
including about 800 popular and
scientific articles and about 60
books.

His colleague Ruth, for in-
stance, has been keeping his eye
on a certain stretch of beach in
Brevard County, Fla, for 20
years, checking it every so often
as the years go by, Marx said. He
and Ruth think the find is part of
a sunken treasure fleet off Flori-
da’s Atlantic coast.

But it took Jeanne to bring a
slice of the shoreline back to
where it was in 1715, he said.

That is the year a famous Span-
ish treasure fleet of about a dozen
ships sunk in a summer hurri-
cane, bloated with treasure head-
ed for Philip V of Spain, Marx
said.

Captain-General Don Juan Es-
teban de Ubilla, commander of
the flotilla carrying gems, gold,
silver and porcelain from China
— hence the name Plate Fleet —

set sail in the late summer 289
years ago.

Under pressure from the king
to bring treasure to boost a
war-ravaged economy, Ubilla set
sail even though hurricane sea-
son had already started. Leading
with the Capitana, the fleet
hugged Florida’s Atlantic coast,
heading north in the hopes of

catching the trade winds of the
Gulf Stream. With no more warn-
ing than a morning of steel-gray
skies, a tempest snapped the
ships like matchsticks, a few sur-
vivors would later tell.

Nautical records of salvage at-
tempts and previous finds point-
ed to the spot Ruth staked out to
search. Others know the spot and
have made finds there, too.

The basic rules of treasure
hunting on beaches include find-
ers keepers, but do not dig into
the dunes or in protected areas.

Because riches go to those who
are there first, “You have to be
Johnny on the spot,” said Mitch
King, vice president of the Trea-
sure Coast Archaeological Soci-

ty.
“[Hurricane] Jeanne did more
destruction than any storm has in
years,” King said. The last storm
to yield finds like Ruth’s hap-
pened on Thanksgiving about two
decades ago, he added. Treasure
hunters still whisper about it.
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Registration challenges

COLUMBUS, Ohio — State Re-
publicans withdrew thousands of
more than 35,000 challenges to
new voter registrations because
of errors in their filings apparent-
ly caused by a computer glitch.

Republicans filed the challeng-
es Friday in 65 of Ohio’s 88 coun-
ties, saying mail sent to the newly
registered voters was returned as
undeliverable.

Over the weekend, the party
withdrew about 4,700 challenges
in Hamilton County because the
names and addresses on the GOP
list did not match voter rolls, and
Franklin County officials in Colum-
bus accepted 2,371 challenges, re-
jecting half of about 4,200 filed.

Challenged voters will be noti-
fied by mail that they are entitled
to attend a hearing with proof of
their address.

Michigan voting woes

DETROIT — With a little more
than a week to go before Election
Day, voters in Michigan who
hoped to rely on provisional bal-
lots were left in limbo by a court
ruling.

A federal appeals court panel
on Sunday put on hold a judge’s
order requiring some provisional
ballots to be counted even if they
are cast in the wrong precinct. It
was the federal panel’s second rul-
ing in two days against Demo-
crats seeking to ease voting re-
strictions.

Provisional ballots — required
in all states for the first time this
year — are used when voters say
they are properly registered but
their names are not on the regis-
tration rolls.

Kerry thanks Poland

WARSAW, Poland — Demo-
cratic presidential candidate
John Kerry thanked Poland in a
newspaper interview published
Monday for its military involve-
ment in Iraq and promised Polish
businesses a chance for lucrative
reconstruction contracts there
should he win the Nov. 2 election.

The comments, published in
the Gazeta Wyborcza daily, came
after President Aleksander Kwas-
niewski criticized Kerry for alleg-
edly playing down the Poles’ con-
tribution to the U.S.-led coalition
in Iraq.

“I am grateful to Poland for
standing by the Euro-American
partnership these last few years
and for its courageous contribu-
tions to Iraq,” Kerry said in the in-
terview, which was also carried
by Nowy Dziennik, a Polish lan-
guage paper published in the Unit-
ed States. “I will not forget that.”

Bush scoffs at rumor

WASHINGTON — President
Bush sees the value — and the
humor — in the idea that aides
could secretly feed him advice
through a radio receiver hidden
on his back.

“Please explain to me how it
works so maybe if I were ever to
debate again I could figure it out,”
Bush said Tuesday on ABC televi-
sion’s “Good Morning America.”

After  television ~ cameras
showed a box-shaped bulge on his
back during the first presidential
debate, Internet bloggers won-
dered whether Bush had been
wired to receive help with his re-
sponses from aides such as White
House communications director
Dan Bartlett and senior adviser
Karen Hughes.

From The Associated Press
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Candidates still trading attacks

Kerry says president hides bad decisions; Bush asks Democrats to cross over

BY MARY DALRYMPLE
AND CALVIN WOODWARD
The Associated Press

GREEN BAY, Wis. — Demo-
cratic candidate John Kerry ac-
cused President Bush on Tuesday
of hiding bad decisions and raised
the  specter
of bad news
still to be re-
vealed. Bush
invited Dem-
ocrats to
cross over to
his

arguing that
their party
was no long-
er led by men of strength and re-
solve.

Kerry said a stream of bad
news coming out of Iraq showed
the Bush administration glossing
over the reality of the situation

Bush

“Mr. President, what else are
you being silent about? What else
are you keeping from the Ameri-
can people?” Kerry said in Green

ay.
While Kerry campaigned on
the east side of Wisconsin, a state

Bush barely lost to Al Gore in
2000, the president sought votes
from Democrats as well as Repub-
licans on the west side of the
state.

In Onalaska, Bush said Kerry
had chosen a path of “weakness

the great tra-
dition of the
Democrallc

Party.”

“The party
of Franklin
Roosevelt
and Harry
Truman and
John Kennedy is rightly remem-
bered for confidence and resolve
in times of war and in hours of cri-
sis. Senator Kerry has turned his
back on ‘pay any price’ and ‘bear
any burden,” Bush said.

The president also renewed his
contention that Kerry would raise
taxes in a way that would cripple
small businesses “to pay for all
the new spending he’s proposed.”

The Massachusetts senator
pressed his case that Bush has
bungled and misled on the Iraq

Kerry

war and national security crises
generally.

“When the president is faced
with the consequences of his own
bad decisions, he doesn’t confront
them, he tries to hide them,”
Kerry said. “The truth is, Presi-
dent Bush isn’t leveling with the
American people about why we
went to war, how the war is going,
or what he is doing to put Iraq on
track.”

And Kerry broadened the at-
tack to declare, “Just as he has
been warned about his mistakes
in Irag, George Bush has been
warned time and time again
about the vulnerability of our
homeland security.”

Kerry said he would spend an
additional $60 billion over 10
years on homeland security,
using the money to screen cargo
for nuclear materials at ports and
borders, add border patrol agents
and more.

Bush, who lost Wisconsin and
its 10 electoral votes by only 5,708
ballots in 2000, was focusing his
efforts in Democratic-leaning
reaches of the state.

‘Warming up for that task in his
last stop Monday, in Davenport
Iowa, Bush ditched his
gle-focus, national  security
speech of earlier events in favor

of a broader pitch praising the tra-
ditions of the Democratic Party, a
theme he returned to on Tuesday.

In a television interview aired
Tuesday, Bush said he didn’t op-
pose civil unions for same-sex
couples even though the Republi-
can Party platform opposes them.
However, he supports banning
gay marriage through a constitu-
tional amendment.

“I don't think we should deny
people rights to a civil union, a
legal arrangement, if that’s what
a state chooses to do so,” Bush
said on “Good Morning America”
on ABC. “I view the definition of
marriage different from legal ar-
rangements that enable people to
have rights.”

Bush and Kerry are competing
head-on for a distinct set of battle-
ground states — Pennsylvania,
Ohio and Florida among them —
but other states are getting a sec-
ond look, too, because of signs of
fluidity.

Polls found a tightening race in
Arkansas, which Bush won in
2000 and the Democrats had not
seen as a serious prospect this
time. New Hampshire, narrowly
won by Bush in 2000, seemed to
be moving Kerry’s way in the
final stretch.

Calvin Woodward in Washington and
eb Riechmann in La Crosse, Wis.,
contributed to this report.

Poll: Americans have doubts about election

AP POLL
Voter confidence on election outcome

While most adults are confident that their vote for president will
be properly counted, many also think it is likely that election results
will be challenged in court, according to an AP poll.

BY WILL LESTER
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Memories
of Florida’s contested 2000 presi-
dential election and a growing
number of pre-election lawsuits
are making Americans skeptical
about a voting process they once
took for granted.

Six in 10 of those surveyed in
an Associated Press poll say it's
likely there will not be a clear win-
ner in the presidential race by
Nov. 3 — the day after the elec-
tion. About half say they fear the
results will be challenged in
court, according to the poll con-
ducted for the AP by Ipsos Public

airs.

Both Democrats and Republi-
cans worry about the possibility
of an unresolved election —
though Democrats express more
worries. About seven in 10 Demo-
cratic voters, 69 percent, say they
think it's llkely there won't be a
clear winner by Election Day,
while almost six in 10 Republican
voters, 56 percent, say they feel
that way.

With both political parties put-
ting thousands of lawyers on call
for Election Day, a majority of
both Democrats and Republicans
— just over half of each — expect
the election results will be chal-
lenged in court.

“I read the other day that
there’s going to be a perfect
storm,” Jack Martin, a business-
man who lives near Salt Lake
City, said of the growing number
of lawsuits. “I think it's coming
down to the courts. It worries me

How confident are you that
the votes in your state will
be counted accurately?

Confident
88%

Not confident
1M%—

How likely is it that on the
day after the presidential
election there will not be
aclear winner?

Likely Not likely

60%. 38%

Yes

How likely is it that the results
of the presidential election will
be challenged in court?

Likely

Not likely

48% 50%

Thinking back to the 2000
presidential election, do you
think we got a fair and accurate
vote count in Florida?

No

42% 55% 3%
|
Not sure

NOTE: The poll of 1,000 aduits conducted Oct. 22-24 has a margin
of error of plus or minus 3.1 percentage points.

'SOURCE: Ipsos-Public Affairs for AP

about our election system. I used
to think every vote counts.”

Both parties already have filed
lawsuits over a variety of com-
plaints — from how provisional
ballots are counted to alleged
fraud in voter registration. Judg-
es in several states have issued

the court will rule before the elec-

A majority say they are confi-
dent the vote count in their own
state will be accurate. Fewer than
half of Democrats say they are
“very confident” their state’s vote
count will be accurate, while
th i

disparate rulings on
ballots, which are required under
law for voters who show up at the
polls only to find their names are
not on the voter rolls.

The 6th U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals in Cincinnati is expected
to hear arguments this week on
the use of provisional ballots in
Michigan. It is unclear whether

fourths of feel
that way.

Lori McKay, 29, a Republican
from St. Louis, says she thinks
election officials will get things
right this time.

“After all the problems last
time, 'm thinking they will do a
better job,” she said.

In the closing days of the cam-

paign, the national parties are
keeping especially close tabs on
Florida, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Iowa
and New Mexico, all presidential
battleground states where a chal-
lenge to a close race might be
lodged Nov. 3.

Florida in 2000 turned into a po-
litical and legal ground zero over
a Bush-Gore recount. After 36
days, the U.S. Supreme Court
handed Bush a 537-vote victory in
Florida and, thus, the presidency.

More than half in the poll, 54
percent, say they think the vote
count in Florida was not fair and
accurate, with Republicans over-
whelmingly saying it was and
Democrats overwhelmingly say-
ing it was not. Independents say
by a 2-to-1 margin that it was not
fair.

Pamela Martin, a 52-year-old
Democrat from Miami, says she
was “not too confident” that 2004
will be any better in Florida than
the last time around. Martin, who
is black, says she heard plenty of
stories about blacks who had trou-
ble voting the last time.

Worries about politics and legal
challenges far outweigh worries
about terrorist attacks intended
to disrupt the elections, the poll
found.

Just under one-third of those
polled say they expect terrorists
will attempt to disrupt elections.

Elections officials in many
states are taking steps to improve
security at polling places but are
looking for ways to heighten readi-
ness without posting armed po-
lice.

AP Manager of News Surveys Trevor
Tompson contributed to this report.
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‘Mortaritaville’ not so bad

I would like to thank Tom Bowman [of
The (Baltimore) Sun] for his poignant arti-
cle “Daily attacks on base dubs it ‘Mortari-
taville’ ” (Oct. 18, Mideast edition). Thanks
to him, we all have to wear our full body
armor and Kevlar everywhere we go now.

Yes, there are mortar attacks here, often
more than once a day. What Mr. Bowman
doesn’t mention is that the insurgents can’t
shoot. Somewhere around 75 percent of the
rounds fired at us don’t even get inside
wire. Those that do get inside often have im-
properly set fuses and fail to explode. Often-
times, they come in with no fuses at all.

The insurgents do such a bad job of shoot-
ing at us because they have a very short
amount of time to place their mortars and
rockets before we catch them in the act.
They aren’t able to stick around to see
where the rounds land for the same reason.

The plumes of smoke to which the report-
er refers usually come from the garbage
dump, by the way.

For most of the soldiers here, a mortar at-
tack is just a nuisance and a joke. It shuts
down the chow halls while the KBR cooks
“hunker down” (smoke if you got 'em), and
we can’t go anywhere until the “all clear”
sounds.

Life here is not the hell that Mr. Bowman
wants people to think it is. If the attacks real-
ly were as bad as he says, then we would get
the troops he says we need.

. Ken Warner
Logistical Support Area Anaconda, Iraq

Badge tied to infantry MOS

In the letter “Support soldiers get the
shaft” (Oct. 23), the writer first states that
non-11B’s (infantrymen) who are attached
to an infantry unit receive “infantry status.”
Being in an infantry unit, I can tell you
that none of our attachments receive “infan-
try status” just for being attached to us.
Support soldiers do play a vital role in

Tell us what you think

Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on
editorials and columns that are published in the
newspaper, and values letters on topics of impor-
tance in the lives of our readers. All letters must
be signed, and must include the writer's address
or base and telephone number. Please limit all
letters to 300 words. We reserve the right to edit
letters for length, taste and clarity.

Send your letters to:

U.S. Mail: International mail:
Stars and Stripes. Stars and Stripes
Unit 29480 Postfach 1330

APO AE 09211 64345 Griesheim

Via fax: [Counlry code +49] (0) 6155/601395;
DSN 349

E-mail: letters@mail estripes.osd.mil

combat zones, but their mission is not to
close with and destroy the enemy. That is
where combat and combat support military
occupational specialties differ.

The writer said his unit received contact
three times while doing convoys in Bagh-
dad. Did his unit dismount and close with
and destroy the enemy? Or did he simply re-
turn fire while he drove by?

Every soldier in theater receives enemy
contact, whether it be indirect while inside
the wire or doing patrols/raids outside the
wire. We all didn’t go through the same
training before we hit country.

An mfamry soldier does not receive his
training in Basic and advanced individual
training alone. It is at his unit where his
training is perfected. One’s primary MOS
has to be 11 series to earn a Combat Infan-
tryman Badge; one can't receive it just be-
cause he is attached to an infantry unit.

Support soldiers make it possible for the
infantry to perform its mission, but we (in-
fantrymen) are the “queen of battle.” Not ev-

eryone stands face to face with the enemy,
and that is why everyone in the Army
doesn’t wear a Combat Infantryman Badge.
pe. Tan Powell

Camp Marez, Mosul, Iraq

All need proper perspective

‘When I lose perspective of the horrible sit-
uations and fears my brothers and sisters in
arms are facing each moment of every day
in places like Iraq and Afghanistan, I realize
it becomes much too easy for me to fall into
that old, familiar mode of complaining
about thé buildup of “little things” that irri:
tate me during my daily duties in the mil

tary.

T think we are all guilty of this to some de-
gree. But I found it helpful to force myself
to compare my own rritations to what other
soldiers are facing on a daily basis. And
whenever I do so, it brings me back to the
proper perspective of realizing that any
number of those fine soldiers would gladly
trade places with me right now. Please for-
give me for ever losing sight of that fact.

There is an Associated Press column that
appears daily in Stars and Stripes. It is al-
ways shaded gray, and is titled, “U.S. deaths
in Iraq.” A recent one, on Oct. 19, stated that
we have lost 1,086 lives since fighting began
in March 2003. Eight hundred and thirty of
those were from hostile actions brought
against them. And I have to confess that it
brought me to tears knowing that while I
was irritated yesterday, it never crossed my
mind that there are 1,086 people, soldiers
like myself, who will never again have the
opportunity on this earth to feel irritated, let
alone experience the feelmg of happiness
and the distinct human experience of loving
and being loved by another human being.

It's my goal today to make it through an
entire day without verbalizing a complaint
about any simple little irritation whatsoev-
er. It simply seems so very unwarranted to
do s as I consider what I should spend my
time being thankful for instead.

Chief Warrant Officer 3 Dean Bailey
Seoul Air Base, South Korea

Two losses have Iraq strategy in peril

BY DALE MCFEATTERS
Scripps Howard

he Bush administration strategy

for an exit from Iraq depends

heavily, perhaps even solely, on

training enough Iragi soldiers and
police to secure the country for a handover
to an elected Iraqi government.

That strategy received a severe setback
when 49 Iragi recruits aboard three vans
were stopped on an isolated road and sys-
tematically executed, an act of slaughter for
which a group allied with Abu Musab al-Zar-
qawi, al-Qaida’s man in Iraq, quickly
claimed credit. The recruits were leaving a
U.S.-run training base for 20 days of leave.

Even from this distance, you have to ask:
What kind of breakdown in planning, let
alone common sense, sent these unarmed
young men down an isolated road in a dan-
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gerously unstable province without any
kind of armed escort? Given the insurgents’
own strategy of attacking Iraqi police and
soldiers who work with the U.S. occupation,
an attack of this kind was not only predict-
able, it was a certainty.

Iraqi authorities say it was an inside job,
that the killers knew in advance when the re-
cruits were departing. But we've long
known that the police and national guard
have been infiltrated. The key to solving
that problem is to convince the Iragi forces
that they are on the winning side.

This attack, reportedly the deadliest non-
car-bombing attack, is bound to hurt efforts
to enlist new recruits and it may induce
some already in the ranks to covertly cooper-
ate with the insurgents as a form of life in-
surance.

Along with the attack comes the disclo-
sure that, over time, 380 tons of convention-

9/:? WITH ALL OUERESPECT,
THE ALIEN DEFENGE 15

AMUEIA/G 17 STILL DOEHN'T

ANGUER THE QUESTION.

al high explosives have disappeared from a
sprawling Saddam-era weapons site. The
nightmare of this stuff in the wrong hands is
obvious. The Bush administration has
known about the disappearance for some
time but for whatever reason elected to
Keep quiet.

US. authorities knew about the explo-
sives because the U.N.’s International Atom-
ic Energy Agency told them about it and
urged that the site be secured. U.N. weap-
ons inspectors, who in retrospect did a su-
perb job, sealed the site in 1991 and it was in-
tact when U.S. troops arrived in 2003.

But there were hundreds of weapons sites
in Iraq and, without enough troops to guard
them, some of those sites necessarily went
unsecured. If we couldn’t have secured this
site, it seems we could have at least blown it
up. ... Postwar Iraq was dogged by poor
planning from the outset and apparently
continues to be.

BY GARRY TRUDEAU

sumonshison
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As Putin turns back clock, West watches

BY JACKSON DIEHL
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON
magine that an imperial-minded presi-
dent resolved to intervene aggressive-
ly in a strategic country with a fragile
democracy to ensure the election of a

favored client. To do so, he summoned his
nominee and publicly embraced him; chan-
neled hundreds of millions of dollars to his
campaign; arranged for television stations
broadcasting in the target country to openly
boost the favorite and slander his opponent;
opened hundreds of polling stations in his
own country so that “expatriates” could
vote; and, to top it off, scheduled a trip to the
foreign capital three days before the elec-
tion to stump in person.

Even Hamid Karzai or Ayad Allawi would
be shamed by such a campaign, if it were
launched by President Bush. What’s more,
the rest of the world would loudly condemn
American interventionism. Yet Viktor
Yanukovych, prime minister and presiden-
tial candidate of Ukraine, has humbly wel-
comed all this and more from Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin — and Western govern-
ments have responded with a studied si-
lence.

‘What's strange about this is that Ukraine’s
outgoing president, Leonid Kuchma, was
probably right when he recently boasted
that the election of his replacement on Oct.
31 would rank second only to Iraq’s upcom-
ing vote in geopolitical importance. The con-
test between Yanukovych and challenger
Viktor Yushchenko likely will determine
whether a European country the size of
France, with 50 million citizens, remains an
imperfect democracy or slides toward au-
thoritarian rule. And it may well resolve
whether 2004, like 1947-48, is remembered
as a year when a Moscow-orchestrated mix
of rigged elections and dirty tricks turned

several Eastern European countries into sat-
ellites.

Sound exaggerated? Consider what has
been happening in Belarus and Ukraine,
which lie between Russia and the expanded
European Union and NATO.

Last week Belarus held a referendum on
making strongman Alexander Lukashenko,
who already has agreed to reunite his coun-
try with Russia, the equivalent of presi-
dent-for-life. An exit poll conducted by the
Gallup Organization showed that the proposi-
tion failed. But when Belarusan authorities
announced it had passed with 77 percent of
the vote, Russia quickly pronounced the
vote free and fair.

In Kiev, meanwhile, Yanukovych was pro-
nouncing himself touched by the news that
Putin would travel to Kiev this week to ap-
pear with him at a parade celebrating the
city’s capture by Soviet troops 60 years ago.
“T will forever be grateful,” said the burly
prime minister, who was publicly kissed by
Putin at his home in Moscow this month.

He should be. According to opposition
sources, Russia has supplied half of the $600
million that Yanukovych is spending on his
campaign — including a $200 million pay-
ment from the Kremlin-controlled energy
giant Gazprom. Russian state television,
which is seen by most Ukrainians, has cam-
paigned unrclentingly for Yanukovych.

zenship for Russians and Ukrainians, make
Russian the country’s second official lan-
guage, and subordinate Ukraine’s bid for
membership in the World Trade Organiza-
tion to the requirements of forming the “sin-
gle economic space,” the Putin initiative to
create a new union with Ukraine, Belarus
and Kazakhstan.

Pro-Y have ap-
peared across Moscow, and expatriate
Ukrainians will have the chance to vote at
some 400 polling places in Russia. Russian
political advisers have arrived in Kiev to con-
duct on-the-spot spin. Russian pop singers
are touring the country and boosting Yanuk-
ovych at concerts.

In return, Yanukovych promised Putin at
their last meeting that he would end
Ukraine’s policy of seeking membership i
NATO, promote an open border and dual

would also entrench Putin’s
brand of authoritarian politics in his coun-
try. Already Ukrainian media, like their Rus-
sian counterparts, are delivermg orchestrat-
ed and one-sided support to Yanukovych,
while many opposition media outlets have
been closed down.

Yushchenko’s rallies have frequently
been disrupted by thugs, and the candidate
himself fell mysteriously and gravely ill last
month — the result, he says, of a poisoning
meant to eliminate him.

Despite all this, Yushchenko continues to
hold a single-digit lead in the polls. That's be-
cause the former banker and prime minister
is responsible for many of the free-market
reforms that have allowed the Ukrainian
economy to flourish, and because he promis-
es that he will continue to lead an indepen-
dent and democratic country toward part-
nership with the West.

The Bush administration and other West-
ern governments hope for his success but
privately expect that Yanukovych will win
or steal the election in a mid-November run-
off. Putin, they know, will aid and abet that
fraud — and then set about integrating
Ukraine into his authoritarian bloc. No one
has challenged the Russian president on his
aggressive imperialism — which probably
means that it will grow.

Jackson Diehl is a deputy
editorial page editor for The Post.

Electoral antique leads to incomplete roadshow

Los Angeles Times

ate Nov. 2, the electoral-vote tal-
lies mount on TVs across the land.
It's very close. Who's to become
the 44th president? Suddenly, this
just in: Colorado voters approve Amend-
ment 36! Yawn. But wait! This referendum
divvies that state’s nine electoral votes pro-
portionately, not winner-take-all.

And it would take effect that night.

If Amendment 36 passes and the election
comes down to those last few electoral
votes, the nation could again be presi-
dent-shopping until Christmas. But remove
the immediate pain from the idea itself, and
the rightness is clear. This is a nation still
‘moving toward a union more of people than
of states. Colorado gives new breath to an
idea that is irrefutably democratic.

A great attraction of American democra-
cy, funny hats aside, is its dynamism, the
ability to, as dynamic English usage puts it,
‘morph. The Electoral College, the arcane in-
stitution that turns the national presidential
selection process into winner-take-all state
elections, is ripe for morphing.

“Electoral College” is one of those histo-
ry lessons that doesn’t stick anymore. Its
roots in indirect presidential elections
mean nothing in a full voting democracy.
Every four years, we hear the numbers:
539 total, 270 needed to win. Maps are col-
ored in red and blue. But that’s not all. The
practical result of winner-take-all has been
to cut from the campaign process any state
not in play. No point for Sen. John Kerry to
invest precious time learning Republican is-

sues in Montana or enlarging a double-digit
lead in California. Same for President Bush
in solidly Democratic New York or GOP
Virginia. All ballots for each state’s loser
are, in effect, discarded.

Getting rid of the Electoral College
would require amending the Constitution.
But electoral-vote allocating is left to states,
so there’s no cumbersome amendment pro-
cess to slow that more-modest reform by
legislatures or voter petitions. Although
anyone hoping for a smooth election wishes
Colorado’s measure would not be effective
immediately if it passes, Maine and Nebras-
ka already do it, and the nation still stands.

Political scientists have written books on

the million possible permutations. If Cali-
fornia alone went proportional, how could a
Democratic president be elected? Some
things would be more certain.

With the United States navigating an era
of tight political divisions, proportional elec-
toral voting virtually precludes one candi-
date winning the popular vote while losing
the electoral tally, as happened in 2000.

Reforming the Electoral College is like
preventing forest fires, seeming urgent
only when the flames (or elections) are
near. Incentive for electoral change also
has to come from challengers of en-
trenched power. That usually augurs ill for
reform.

Colorado’s Republican governor opposes
Amendment 36, petitioned onto the ballot
by an anti-] Electoral College foundation.
Why share nine likely Republican electoral
votes, especially this year? California’s
strongly Democratic Legislature would
balk even harder.

Unless, by some fluke, statesmanship
broke out and greater good outweighed
self-interest briefly.

Hope does reside in history’s deliciously
unpredictable ironies. To retain its power,
the Federalist Party pushed the win-
ner-take-all Electoral College in the late
1700s. Federalists got their way. But they
never won nationally after 1796. A propor-
tionate lesson there.

Mallard Fillmore
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Jon Stewart: C

Fake journalist
enjoys real
political impact

BY HOWARD KURTZ
The Washington Post

Jon Stewart, fake journalist and
proud of it, keeps insisting he’s
just a comedian.

Night after night, “The Daily
Show” host lampoons President
Bush as a tongue-tied bumbler,
Donald Rumsfeld as a mad ranter
who resembles “Pete the crazy
guy outside my apartment,” the
war in Iraq as a giant “Mess O
Potamia” and the reporters who
cover the presidential race as
self-important clods.

Such sharp-edged skewering
has turned the Comedy Central
funnyman into a cultural phenome-
non who, despite his protestations,
seems to be having some unde-
fined, irony-drenched influence
on how the campaign is perceived.
He’s been on the cover of News-
week and now graces the cover of
Rollmg Stone. His “America (The
Book)” is the nation’s top seller.
He has analyzed the media as Ted
Koppel's guest, dissected the
party conventions as Tom
Brokaw’s expert and ripped into
his hosts on “Crossfire” for presid-
ing over “theater” and “partisan
hackery.”

“There’s a difference between

g a point and having an agen-
da,” Stewart says. “We don’t have
an agenda to change the political
system. We have a more selfish
agenda, to entertain ourselves. We
feel a frustration with the way poli-
tics are handled and the way poli-
tics are handled within the
media.”

Stewart, 41, has announced that
he plans to vote for John Kerry,
who made one of his few television
talk show appearances in recent
months on “The Daily Show.”
That might come as little surprise
to viewers who have watched Stew-
art relentlessly mock Bush while
just poking gentle fun at Kerry's
ponderous speaking style.

of which means “the Jon
Stewart backlash should _start
right about now,” says Ana Marie
Cox, also known as Web satirist
Wonkette.

“Stewart has pretty much paint-
ed a target on his chest with his
‘Crossfire’ appearance. To say his
is just a comedy show is a cop-out
in"a way. He's gotten so much
power. So many people look to him
that you can’t really be the kid in
the back throwing spitballs.”

But with a program that more
than doubles the audience of
“Hardball” with 1.2 million view-
ers — many of them in the

Jon Stewart of “The Daily Show.”

Policy Center backs him up.
“Daily Show” fans are more knowl-
edgeable about current events
than those of other comedy shows,
the center found, rivaling newspa-
per readers and network news
viewers.

“It’s not fake news,” Stewart
says. “We are not newsmen, but
is jokes about real news. We
don’t make anything up, other
than the fact we're not actually
standing in Baghdad. ... The ap-
peal of doing the show is that it’s
cathartic.”

In a year when Howard Stern,
Michael Moore and Bruce Springs-
teen have used their entertain-
ment platforms to rip the presi-
dent, Stewart provides an ideal
venue for politicians — especially
Democrats — looking to demon-
strate hipness. Kerry was happy to
appear because Stewart “has got a
big audience that is different from
the audience that watches ‘Meet
the Press’ or ‘Nightline,” says
spokesman Joe Lockhart. “Jon
Stewart has a huge following on
college campuses,” and the format
is “not as as on

hard- ounger
— Stewart’s comedic spitballs are
leaving their mark. Half of 18- to
29-year-olds say they regularly or
sometimes learn things from
late-night comedy shows, a Pew
Research Center survey found.
Fourteen percent of “Daily Show”
viewers say they are liberal and
just 2 percent conservative. Only
17 percent of the program’s audi-
ence is over 50.

Stewart disputes the notion that
younger viewers turn to him for
news, and the Annenberg Public

hard-news shows.

Little wonder, then, that John
Edwards announced his candida-
cy on “The Daily Show.” Or that
Stewart’s guests — when he’s not
chatting up Hollywood _celebs
about their new movies — have in-
cluded Bill Clinton, Bob Dole,
former counterterrorism chief Ri-
chard Clarke, Bush adviser Karen
Hughes and Republican National
Committee Chairman Ed
Gillespie. Stewart can tell sex
jokes one minute and have a seri-

SHNS photo courtesy Comedy Central

ous foreign policy discussion with
Newsweek’s Fareed Zakaria the

next.

“When I listen to Jon, he really
is_profoundly concerned and
angry about real issues,” Koppel
says. “He is to television news
what a really great editorial car-
toonist is to a newspaper.” But, Ko-
ppel says, “a satirist gets to poke
and prod and make fun of other
people, and when you say, ‘What
about you, dummy?, he says, Tm
just a satirist.” ” CNN anchor Wolf
Blitzer, who has interviewed Stew-
art and appeared on “The Daily
Show,” is another fan. “There’s no
doubt he’s an important fact of life
in !hls current polmcal environ-
ment,” Blitzer says. “Off camera,
he's a very politically aware news
junkie.”

Jon Stuart Leibowitz, who grew
up in suburban New Jersey, is a
physicist’s son who found himself
tending bar and doing puppet
shows for schoolchildren after
graduating from Virginia’s Col-
lege of William and Mary. He
dropped his last name when he
started doing stand-up at Manhat-
tan comedy clubs, waiting tables
to get by.

Stewart landed gigs on MTV
and Comedy Central and in 1993
wound up a finalist to replace
David Letterman on NBC’s “Late
Night,” losing out to Conan
O’Brien. After his syndicated “Jon
Stewart Show” was canceled after
a single season, he popped up on
programs such as “The Nanny”
and HBO’s “Larry Sanders Show.”

When Stewart succeeded Craig
Kilborn on “The Daily Show” in

1999, he transformed it into what
Newsweek calls “the coolest pit
stop on television.” His program
‘won Emmys this year and last. He
will be profiled Sunday on “60 Min-
utes.”

“Even I'm sick of us,” says Ben
Karlin, the show’s executive pro-
ducer. But “the media beast must
be fed,” he added, amused that the
show is being hyped by the “pack
journalism” it regularly ridicules.

Stewart’s humor is clearly fu-
eled by anger. He’s the guy at
home “yelling at the TV,” he says.
Karlin say staffers come to morn-
ing meetings ticked off about vari-
ous outrages and spend the day
honing their insults into lighter ma-
terial.

Stewart, who has called the Iraq
war a mistake, is more likely than
Jay Leno or David Letterman to
ridicule Bush while going easy on
Kerry, the Project for Excellence
in Journalism found. “He’s an out-
standing comedian, but clearly he
does comedy from
the  Democratic
left perspective,”
says Republican
strategist ~ Mike
Murphy. “A lot of
people who watch
Stewart and howl

&k /t’s not that
young people
don’t like
politics. The

omedian or phenomenon?

gram is “hurting America” by en-
couraging partisans to yell at each
other.

Says Carlson: “Jon Stewart is a
talented comedian, and all of a sud-
den he wants to be Kathleen Hall
Jamieson,” the University of Penn-
sylvania author and media ana-
Tyst.

“There are things wrong with
cable shout-shows, ~definitely.
There are things wrong with
‘Crossfire.” What bothered me was
the pomposity and sanctimony,
the notion that we're the problem.
He doesn’t understand the role of
shows like ours in the media food
chain. Not only was he not funny,
he was not interesting. Banal.”

Stewart is somewhat stunned by
the reaction: “Imagine being criti-
cized for going on ‘Crossfire’ and
expressing an opinion, and it
wasn’t an opinion that held to the
left-right roles they’re accustomed
to scripting. P'm far more comfort-
able in my role as comedian. It
was only a mo-
ment of honest
frustration. I prob-
ably should have
been more deli-
cate.”

But he is fed up
with a process in

at the jokes al- which “people
ready have their 0@y politics is ~ Who are giving
minds made up in b talking points
the presidential talked about come on these
race.” . . shows and are

The secret of in the media questioned by peo-
Stewart’s appeal is ple on the other

that he mocks the
conventions  of

is alienating.
They're seeing

talking-pointed
side. ‘Crossfire’ is

o amanding the porest
self-aggrandizing e ’ he purest ;
correspondents Jon Stewart as mﬁ;’;,;t .
glé;as;sli?h:lfcgl?c{: a kind of hero issue with Stew-
d standing in 17, art’s  insistence
front Sof pé’hmy who will lead G journatists

backdrops or mak-
ing faces while in-
terviewing unsus-
pecting citizens. In
a sound-bite cul-

us out of the
darkness. Of
course, that’s

should ‘put forth
the “truth.” “Jon
feels people like
me in particular
should be more

ture, Stewart uses o opinionated, not
video clips to high- not his job.9¥ less. He feels I
light the absurdity N have a responsibil-
of political spin- Ana Marie Cox ity to get in there
ners and media known as Web satirist  and tell the public,
talking heads. Wonkette, of ‘Look, this guy is

After playing a Wonkette.com. ~ 1ying’ — maybe
clip of Bush hitting not quite that bla-

Kerry on taxes by saying “the rich
hire lawyers and accountants for a
reason, to stick you with the tab,”
Stewart said, “Let me get this
straight: Don't tax the rich be-
cause they’ll get out if it? So your
policy is, tax the hardworking peo-
ple, because they're dumb-asses
and they'll never figure it out?”

“Politics is funny, hilarious and
stupid,” says Jeff Jarvis, who over-
sees Conde Nast's online publica-
tions and maintains a blog called
BuzzMachine.com. “But do you
get that sense from networks and
daily newspapers? Not really —
we get pompous about it. Stewart
brings the humor back to it. He
calls politicians bozos. And then
he went over the next line on
‘Crossfire’ and called media guys
bozos.”

Stewart’s Oct. 15 scolding of
“Crossfire” co-hosts Tucker Carl-
son and Paul Begala— and his call-
ing Carlson a four-letter name —
was one of those weird, awkward,
riveting television moments that
more than 670,000 people down-
loaded from cnetnews.com in the
following days. He said the pro-

tantly. 1 disagree
with that only in part. ... In a live in-
terview you can say, ‘That doesn’t
sound right,” but you don’t auto-
malically have all the facts at your
disposal.”

Stewart, who is especially popu-
lar with the journalists he ridi-
cules, disappointed some of them
by joking his way through much of
the Kerry interview. “Is it true
that every time I use ketchup,
your wife gets a nickel?” he asked.

He offered this explanation to
Fox’s Bill O'Reilly: “I am very un-
comfortable going more than a
couple of minutes without a laugh
because the same weakness that
drove me into comedy also in-
forms my show.”

In a final absurdity, an Internet
petition is urging Stewart to run
for president.

“It’s not that young people don’t
like politics,” says Cox, of Won-
Kette.com. “The way politics is
talked about in the media is alien-
ating. They're seeing Jon Stewart
as a kind of hero who will lead us
out of the darkness. Of course,”
she adds, “that’s not his job.”
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Tostitos Party Bowls
and Tostitos 10 oz.

The information on this page is authorized for commissary shoppers only. These are extra low prices on selected items available only in your commissary for a limited time. Make sure
0 look at the top of the page for sale dates. Sometimes, because of product distribution or locations of stores, a few of the prices on this page may not be available at the advertised

price. The commissary is not responsible for errors on this page or in any fund
price shown is in error. This advertising is not sponsored or paid for by the Defense Commissary Agency or the Department of Defense.

Organizations support military
families with coupons

By nancy.onell@deca.mil

McClellan Calif. — Coupon
clippers throughout the United
States are sending record numbers
of coupons to overseas commis-
saries in support of military fami-
lies. And since coupons can be used
overseas six months past their print-
ed expiration date, coupled with
low commissary prices, coupons
can be a significant way to reduce
the family food bill while serving in
a foreign country.

"Almost everyday we receive
packages of coupons from individu-
als and organizations that take the
time to cut and mail coupons to our
commissary," said Matthew
Whittaker, store administrator at the
Sagamihara Commissary in Japan.
"Most of the packages have a letter
from the senders expressing their
support to veterans and active-duty
armed forces members."

"We receive thousands of
coupons each month," said Mike
Mertz, Sagamihara Commissary
store director. It s overwhelming to
think of the number of people tak-
ing the time to cut and clip for mili-
tary families.

Whittaker says that the
Sagamihara Commissary cashiers
and ID checkers sort the coupons

and baggers give them to customers
as they go through the checkout
line.

Other commissaries, like the
ones at Yokota and Misawa air
bases, have a coupon exchange area
at the entrance of the store where
customers can take and leave
coupons. And some stores provide
the ultimate convenience when time
allows, by attaching coupons to the
product on the shelf.

‘Whittaker, Mertz, and commis-
sary managers at other stores
respond with a personal thank you
letter to each person and group that
sends in coupons. At the
Sagamihara commissary, they also
post the names of the groups and
individuals that send in coupons to
the "Community News" section of
their Web page.

"We think their efforts are sig-
nificant,” said Mertz, "and we want
them to know they are appreciated."
To view the Sagamihara
Commissary Community News
page go to www.commissaries.com
and click on locations.

Commissary customers can
also use Internet coupons at all
commissaries as long as they have a
bar code for scanning and the
coupons do not offer free product.

is not required to offer the prices advertised here if the

Tarragon Tomato Spinach Salad

DRESSING
2 tablespoons tarragon vinegar
2 tablespoons oil
1 teaspoon dill weed
3/4 teaspoon salt
1/4 teaspoon garlic powder
1/4 teaspoon dry mustard
Dash pepper

SALAD
11/2 cups cooked rice
10 oz. Pkg. frozen chopped spinach, thawed,
squeezed to drain
1 cup chopped tomato
1/2 cup sliced green onions
1/2 cup sliced celer
2 tablespoons sunflower nuts

In small bowl combine dressing ingredients; mix well and
set aside. In medium bowl, combine cooked rice, spinach,
tomato, green onions,
and celery; mix well.
Pour dressing over rice
mixture; toss well.
Refrigerate at least 1
hour to blend flavors.
Serve. Makes about six
side dish servings or
three main dish servings.

Additional low-carb products added to many commissaries
An estimated 30-50 million people in the United States are
currently living the low-carb lifestyle, vigilantly counting
carbohydrate grams listed on the packages of everything they
eat. DeCA has ded to this pl on by i ing the
selection of low-carb products in many stores. Available now
in larger commissaries are special low-carb sections that
feature reduced-carbohydrate sauces, pastas, baking mixes,
breads, salad dressings, breakfast foods and energy bars.
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Imigration mess

DENVER — Federal

officials are investi-
gating the region’s top immi-
gration officer, who is alleg-
edly involved with the es-
tranged wife of a man under
threat of deportation.

Mario Ortiz, head of im-
migration in Colorado,
‘Wyoming and Utah, is
under investigation, said
Sharon Rummery,
spokeswoman  for
the U.S. Citizenship and Immigra-
tion Service’s Northwest region.
She declined to elaborate.

But an attorney for Jon Vaupel,
42, an Australian citizen, said a pri-
vate investigator has corroborated
her client’s claims that Vaupel’s
wife has a relationship with Ortiz.

It was unclear what, if any, poli-
cy or law Ortiz would be violating
with a relationship with the man’s
estranged wife.

-

E-Z Pass on through
RICHMOND — Virginia is
merging its SmartTag auto-

mated toll system with the E-Z

Pass system used in many other

East Coast states. The two systems

will become compatible Wednes-

day, state transportation officials
say. SmartTag and E-Z Pass give
drivers with prepaid accounts tran-

sponders to attach to their cars so a

toll can be automatically deducted

without stopping.

Skydiving nightmare
TAYLORVILLE — A para-
chute that had opened pre-

maturely became tangled in the

tail of the plane the skydiver was
jumping from, Killing the man and
forcing everyone else aboard to
jump before the aircraft crashed,

One jumper received minor inju-
ries Sunday in the central Illinois
accident, in which the Cessna 206
spiraled to the ground from 10,000
feet.

The accident near Taylorville,
about 25 miles southeast of Spring-
field, involved six members of the
Mid-America Sport Parachute
Club, according to Taylorville fire
Capt. Mike Crews.

The plane crashed a quarter of a
mile west of Taylorville Municipal
Airport. No one on the ground was
hurt.

Chasing bears

FROSTBURG — Even ex-

perienced hunters are feel-
ing challenged by Maryland’s first
bear hunt in 51 years.

Baiting is prohibited, so instead
of waiting near a pile of jelly dough-
nuts or lighting up a smokey,
sweet-smelling lure, participants
in the six-day hunt that starts Mon-
day must go where the bears are.

“You more or less gotta run into

‘em,” said Clarence Dayhoff Sr.,
who has killed three bears in Cana-
da and hunted them in Pennsylva-

nia.

Dayhoff, 64, of Hagerstown,
planned to hunt with his son on pri-
vate land in Garrett County. They
are among 381 participants in the
tightly regulated hunt in the forest-
ed mountains of far western Mary-
land.

The hunt will end when 30 black
bears have been culled from a resi-
dent population that has grown
from a handful in the 1950s to an
estimated 500. If fewer than 30 are
killed, a second hunt will be held
Dec. 6-11.

ROUNDUP

Mines on the ballot
MT HELENA — Mining is
such a major part of Mon-
tana’s legacy that the words “gold
and silver” in Spanish are still em-
blazoned on the state seal.

But mining’s golden days are
long gone. The industry has dimin-
ished over the years amid declin-
ing prices and tougher environ-
mental rules, and now accounts for
only about 3 percent of Montana’s
economy.

The mining industry hopes a
Nov. 2 ballot measure will change
that. Voters will decide whether to
loosen environmental restrictions
on how companies can mine for sil-
ver and gold — a proposal that sup-
porters say will send a message to
the mining industry thal Montana
is open for business again.

Critics contend the measure will
leave the state vulnerable to cata-
strophic water pollution.

At issue is whether companies
should be allowed to use cyanide
in their mining operations. The pro-
cess involves rinsing piles of
crushed rock with cyanide, a po-
tent chemical that percolates
through the rock and draws out
small deposits of gold or silver.

Cool front off the lake

SYRACUSE — A group of
community leaders are pro-
posing a plan to cool the city’s

Sl
Amazing feat
A woman photographs an all-new
Jeep Grand Cherokee as it moves
up the side of a 30-story
skyscraper in New York, to
showcase its performance, style
and off-road capability.

buildings with water
pumped from the bot-
tom of Lake Ontario.
&% The water would be

used to remove heat
¢’ from air-conditioning sys-

tems. It would save mil-
lions of dollars in energy
costs, officials said.

Fast-food shootings

WEST MILWAUKEE
— Two employees of

an Arby’s fast-food restaurant
were found shot and killed in an ap-
parent robbery, police said Mon-

ay.

Police Chief Eugene Oldenburg
said the victims were discovered
around 11:30 p.m. Sunday by an
off-duty assistant manager who
had passed by with a co-worker
and thought the lighting appeared
unusual.

Names victims, a
24-year-old woman and a
17-year-old boy, were not immedi-
ately released. Autopsies were
planned.

“It appears to have been a rob-
bery,” Oldenburg said, but he did
not disclose details.

No challengers this time
LOUISVILLE — Republi-
cans will not post challeng-

ers at voting sites in Jefferson

County, the state’s most populous

county, on Election Day. County

GOP chairman Jack Richardson

IV said he made the decision pri-

marily because the party has ar-

ranged to have two Republican
election officers at nearly every

Sand art Karen Fralich, right, of Toronto, Canada, puts finishing
touches to her sand sculpture, “Granny’s Kids,” during
the 17th annual Sand Castle Days on South Padre Island, Texas.

voting site. Last year,
decision to station challengers at
predominantly black precincts
stirred charges that the party was
trying to intimidate voters, al-
though the cha]lengers didn’t ques-
tion anyone’s eligibility.

Flu shot hold-up
COLUMBUS Some
low-income children may

have to wait for their flu shot be-

cause of questions whether doctors

be reimbursed through Medic-
aid. The state health department
recommends that doctors give the
flu shots they've purchased from
drug makers to privately insured
patients who are considered high
risk. Health officials say the state
can’t doctors rei

N,

\

ment through Medicaid because of
the national flu vaccine shortage.

No gambling rush

RENO — In response to citi-

zen opposition to a string of
proposed neighborhood ~casinos,
Reno and Washoe County officials
decided to impose a six-month mor-
atorium on hearing applications
for unrestricted gambling licenses.
Officials want to give their staffs
time to develop a regional ap-
proach to the issue of neighbor-
hood casinos.

Trade in that boombox

WASHINGTON The

city’s public works depart-
ment staged a semiannual electron-
ics recycling event in Rock Creek
Park.

Residents of the district, north-
ern Virginia and suburban Mary-
land brought obsolete computers,
televisions and stereo equipment,
The event was aimed at preventing
the items from being discarded
with regular solid waste and sent
to landfills.

Cole Anderson, 20, who spent a few years
of his childhood in White Sulphur Springs,
Mont., glides beneath the town’s namesake waters after spending the
night at the Spa Hotel while taking a break from his travels.

Relaxing retreat

. Benjamin Smith, 5, left, and his brother Gabr
Sweet treats 9, work hard for their treats at Colby College’s
Children’s Halloween Extravaganza in Waterville, Maine.
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Soggy pumpkins

Some of the participants in an Underwater Pumpkin Carving Contest show their
creations 25 feet beneath the sea’s surface in the Florida Keys National Marine

Sanctuary about eight miles off Key Largo, Fla. The wacky event was the brainchild of a local dive resort.
Participants were judged on design originality, steadiness of carving hand and scuba skills.

Jason Rolland, a sophomore from Grand Forks,
ChlldlSh fu]l N.D., pedals to the finish line as Sydnee Vran-
na, a sophomore from Redding, Ca., assesses the bent front wheel of her
trike during a race as part of homecoming events on the University of
North Dakota campus in Grand Forks, N.D.

Tough rides

Figuring it out
Students from Meadowview
Elementary School make their way
through a corn maze in Abingdon,
Va.

Bikers wait in slow-moving traffic at sunset in Daytona Beach, Fla., during Biketober-
fest 2004.

Preparing for the worst

WEST CHICAGO — Hun-

dreds of emergency respond-
ers participated in a commuter
train training drill. Volunteers pre-
tended to be killed or wounded
when a bomb exploded on a Metra
train. Many emergency personnel
were unaware that the explosion
was staged until they reached the
scene. The National Transporta-
tion and Safety Board will evaluate
the drill.

Lawyers get the boot
DENVER — Twelve dis-
trict attorneys across the

state will be out of a job after No-

vember because of term limits.

Bob Grant, who has served three

terms as Adams County DA, says

the departures are bound to hurt
the justice system. In January, the

Colorado Supreme Court ruled dis-

trict attorneys are subject to a 1994

constitutional amendment on term

limits.

Bad for business

HONOLULU — Despite a

strong economy, Hawaii is
still ranked among the worst states
in which to do business.

The Tax Foundation, based in
Washington, D.C., has ranked Ha-
waii last among the 50 states in its
annual State Business Tax climate
index. Hawaii is 49th in a separate
report ranking the public policy cli-
mate for small business and entre-
preneurship.

The two surveys ignore each
state’s economic performance.

But Hawaii economists and busi-
ness owners say the strong econo-
my should not be used as an ex-
cuse to relax efforts to improve the
business climate.

Hate law too broad

ATLANTA — The Georgia

Supreme Court unanimous-
ly struck down the state’s hate
crimes law Monday, saying the
measure is so broadly worded that
it could even be used to prosecute
a rabid sports fan for picking on
somebody wearing a rival team’s

“Hhe 70 ruling came in the case
of a white man and woman convict-
ed of beating two black men in At-
lanta.

It was the first application of the
2000 law, which called for up to
five extra years in prison for
crimes in which the victim is cho-
sen because of “bias or prejudice.”

Forty-eight states have hate
crimes laws, but Georgia’s was the
only one that did not specify which
groups qualified for protection.

Trai

emergency drill

WEST CHICAGO — Hun-

dreds of emergency re-
sponders participated in a commut-
er train training drill. Volunteers
pretended to be killed or wounded
when a bomb exploded on a Metra
train.

Many emergency personnel
were unaware that the explosion
was staged until they reached the
scene.

The National Transportation
and Safety Board will evaluate the
drill.

Heir strikes a plea

PHILADELPHIA — New
York real estate heir Rob-

ert Durst pleaded guilty Monday
to two federal gun charges stem-
ming from his time on the lam in a
Texas murder case.

Durst allegedly had two .38-cali-
ber revolvers in his rental car when
he was charged with shoplifting a
sandwich at a grocery store near Be-
thlehem on Nov. 30, 2001. At the
time, he was on the run in the Sept.
28, 2001, killing of Galveston,
Texas, neighbor Morris Black.

Durst pleaded guilty to the inter-
state transportation of a firearm
while a felon and while a fugitive.

The plea deal calls for Durst to be
sentenced to nine months in prison
and two years supervised release.

The judge didn’t lexphcnly accept
the sentence outlined in the deal,
but he indicated he was likely to. If
he seeks to alter the sentence at a
sentencing hearing Nov. 29, Durst
could withdraw the guilty pleas.

Class-size lawsuit

AUSTIN — Some teachers

groups sued Monday to pro-
hibit Texas Education Commission-
er Shirley Neeley from allowing
schools to evade the 22-student
class size limit for kindergarten
through fourth grade.

The groups, including the Texas
Federation of Teachers, are con-
cerned that a recent letter written
by Neeley to school district super-
intendents is an attempt to weaken
a state law that limits class sizes to
22 students per teacher in those
grades.

The law allows school boards to
seek waivers to the 20-year-old
law. But the decision to seek a waiv-
er generally must be considered as
an item on a school board agenda,
giving the public an opportunity to
offer input before the board takes
a public vote.

Nature preserved

MURPHY — Ranchers,

local government leaders
and environmentalists reached
agreement Friday on preserving a
half-million acres of wilderness in
southwestern Idaho’s lonely but
spectacular high desert.

There were no dissents in the
working group’s adoption of the
plan that has been under negotia-
tion for the past three years. The Si-
erra Club and People for the Owy-
hees abstained.

But the deal could end years of
conflict between resource users
and land preservationists. U.S.
Sen. Michael Crapo believes it can
set a precedent for future resolu-
tion of public land management
disputes not just in Idaho but
across the country.

Bad notes

LAS VEGAS — A deaf stu-

dent is suing the Nevada
university system, claiming as-
signed note-takers hurt her chance
to get good grades.

Lezlie Ann Button seeks in the
civil rights lawsuit filed in U.S. Dis-
trict Court in Las Vegas to remove
from her transcripts low marks
from the Community College of
Southern Nevada and the Universi-
ty of Nevada, Las Vegas.

The case focuses on federal dis-
ability requirements that schools
provide reasonable services to
help students with disabilities re-
ceive the same education as other
students.

Stories and photos from The Associated
Press
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Farina back in the spotlight

Actor Dennis Farina’s luck is beginning to turn
around.

The former Chicago police officer hadn’t appeared in
any major projects for some time, and then was forced
to withdraw from “Collateral,” the thriller starring Tom
Cruise, after a car accident.

“He was starting to doubt that
there was going to be anything real-
ly worthwhile on the horizon,”
Chuck Adamson, a friend and re-
tired Chicago police sergeant told
The New York Times in Sunday edi-
tions.

Then, Farina was recruited to
join the cast of “Law & Order,”
after longtime fixture Jerry Orbach
announced he was leaving to join a

spinoff.

Farina says he was already a fan
of the show and liked the emphasis
on the crime stories rather than the characters’ person-
al lives. He also was not worried about competition
from other crime shows like “CSL.”

“I just think ‘Law & Order’ is the gold standard,” he
told The Times. “History is going to show that it's proba-
bly one of the best series of shows that has been on televi-
sion.”

Farina

Muscle Beach founder turns 90

Jack LaLanne keeps going and going, and so do the
parties celebrating his 90th birthday.

Nearly a month after the fitness guru turned 90,
friends gathered to honor him near the Muscle Beach
that LaLanne and his bodybuilding colleagues made fa-
mous in the 1940s.

“I'm so flattered and honored,” LaLanne said before
a luncheon began at the Hotel Casa Del Mar. “Who the
heck am I? 'm just a guy trying to help people.”

LaLanne later became a household name by hosting
a television exercise show that ran from 1951-85, and
by performing outrageous feats such as towing boats
while swimming across Long Beach Harbor hand-
cuffed.

LaLanne, who was dressed in a tight, pinstriped suit
that revealed his lean, lithe physique, said he celebrat-
ed by traveling to France to visit his parents’ birthplace
and bought himself a Mercedes convertible.

“You've got to work at living because dying is easy,
he said.

Ford looking out for elk

Actor Harrison Ford is drawing the line — right at his
property — against state efforts to thin the elk herd.

Elk living near Ford’s ranch be-
long to the larger Fall Creek Herd,
which numbers 5,100, exceeding
the state’s population objective of
4,400 animals.

Ford has created a private elk ref-
uge of sorts with elk summering on
his property in South Park.

“[Ford] doesn’t want any hunting
to take place on his property,” said
John Kelly, who manages the ranch
for the actor.

“He told me that if I caught any-
one to turn them in.”

Royal teases his tongue at food festival

Even in the land of cheese and pasta, Prince Charles
couldn’t keep away from the traditional British special-
ties: bacon, pudding and orange marmalade.

At an international food fair in
the northwest Italian city of Torino,
the prince tasted local products,
like Italian cheeses and olives, but
focused on cuisine from back
home, Italy’s Apcom news agency
reported.

The Salone del Gusto (Hall of Fla-
vor) event was organized by the
| “Slow Food” movement, which
seeks to preserve culinary tradi-
tions in the age of fast food. In a
speech, Charles, a longtime advo-
cate of organic farming,

Prince Charles

Photographers zero in on the stars of the film “Alfie,” Jude Law and girlfriend Sienna Miller, as they arrive for the film’s
" i

Oct. 14 premiere in London. “Alfi

is one of six films Law will appear in over a four-month period.

Law steals the spotlight

Active actor appears in six films over four months

BY ALONA WARTOFSKY
The Washington Post

NEW YORK
ude Law currently stars as a dashing pilot in the styl-
ized retro adventure “Sky Captain and the World of
Tomorrow.”

The British actor is also in David O. Russell's
philosophical comedy “I (Heart) Huckabees.”

Then there’s “Alfie,” opening Nov. 5, a remake of the
1966 Michael Caine classic.

In early December, Law will appear in “Closer,” a film
adaptation of Patrick Marber’s dark play directed by Mike
Nichols.

Before the year is out, Law will also serve as narrator of
“Lemony Snicket’s A Series of Unfortunate Events” and
make a cameo in Martin Scorsese’s “The Aviator,” portray-
ing Errol Flyn

Over four mum.hs audiences will encounter Law in six
films. Law worrle: aboul overexposure.

“Icanbe i orIcanbe cyn-
ical,” he says. “The cynic in me says ... I spent two years
making these. I chose them all because they were so differ-
ent ... . And now they’re being lumped together and com-
pared, and some would be overlooked because people
would just be, ‘Oh, [expletive]ing Jude Law again.’ ”

“But the optimist in me thinks, well ... at least it's all over
by Christmas.”

His ubiquity this fall re-emphasizes what last year’s
Oscar-nominated turn in “Cold Mountain” made clear:
Law, 31, has arrived as a major star.

“Jude happens to be one of the most gifted actors work-
ing today,” says “Sky Captain” director Kerry Conran.
“With every character he plays, he becomes someone dif-
ferent. ... You'll never see Jude the same way in any film he
does. That’s not bomethmg that’s easy to do, but he
makes it seem effortless.”

“Huckabees” director Russell says he cast Law as
creepy corporate climber Brad Stand because the role al-
lowed the actor to turn his status as a “golden icon” inside
out. “He’s more of an artist than he is a movie star,” says
Russell.

Russell, who calls Law “the least insecure actor I've ever
met,” admires his willingness to try anything. “He em-
braced every idea we came up with with a twinkle in his
eye and a lot of laughter,” says Russell.

In “Huckabees,” Brad Stand repeatedly tells the same

his concerns about genetically modified foods.

Stories and photos from wire services

‘anecdote. Eventually he comes to under-
sland how repulsive that can be, and when he’s pressured
to tell it one more time during an important meeting, he be-
comes so disgusted with himself that he vomits into his

hands. “That was an afterthought — what if he was so nau-
seated by telling the same story again and again that he
threw up?” says Russell.

Russell says they filmed three takes, all of which he
hopes to include on the film’s DVD release. “Jude laughed
hysterically and said, ‘You will never use that. I'll give you
$100 if you ever use it.” He owes me $100 now.”

Taking on Alfie Elkins — the working-class lothario
‘whose conscience starts to catch up with him — is a risk of
sorts, partly because the role requires Alfie to speak direct-
Iy to the camera, and because the role has long been associ-
ated with Caine.

“He tries to seduce you, the audience,” says Law of the
character, “and then eventually he can’t help but show the
cracks, really. Because he’s invited you in, you see them as
he sees them.”

“I (Heart) E its own
says Law — “Giving [the director] what he wanted. Open-
ing up enough, feeling free enough, brave enough to dive in
and bare your heart, your soul ... for me, playing a charac-
ter who had to be believable but also utterly fake.”

In Britain, Law is plagued by nosy reporters and pa-
parazzi. First there was his 1997 marriage to actress Sadie
Frost. Then there was their divorce, which involved tabloid
tales of postnatal depression (hers), a suicide attempt (also
hers) and an alleged affair with “Cold Mountain” love inter-
est Nicole Kidman (his), as well as domestic disturbances
requiring police intervention. There was a 2002 incident in
which Law and Frost's toddler daughter — youngest of
their three children together — ate part of an ecstasy tablet
she found on the floor at a children’s party. All of this led to
a kind of aggresslve hounding Law characterizes with one
word: “Horrible.”

This brings us to the Windshield Story. The climactic mo-
ment of “Alfie” occurs when he begins to realize how badly
he has hurt people Filled with anguish, he smashes his fist
through his car’s windshield.

“That’s not a special effect,” says director Charles
Shyer. “Jude really broke the window with his fist.”

The director had watched the media besiege Law and
his new girlfriend, actress Sienna Miller, who plays one of
Alfie’s conquests.

“I'wanted him to have the emotion, and I just said to him,
“The windshield is the paparazzi,’ ” recalls Shyer. “He just
hit it so [expletive]ing hard I thought he had broken his
wrist. I was so scared. I said, what have I done?”

The Windshield Story has already appeared in articles,
but Law has little patience for it. “Charles, of course he
thought” — Law adopts an American accent — “ ‘Hey, I
said paparazzi, and he really hit it.”” The actor makes a de-
risive snort. “I let all hell break loose and I smashed the
windscreen because it was what was required.”
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Checking
changes
start soon

Stars and Stripes

U.S. banks will be chang-
ing the way checks are pro-
cessed Thursday under a
new federal law called
Check 21.

Check 21 allows banks to
transmit electronic images
of checks rather than physi-
cally transport them from
one bank to another.

The changes are expected
to make checking more effi-
cient, speeding up the gap
between when a check is
written and when the
money is taken from an ac-
count, according to the De-
fense Finance and Account-
ing Service.

Banks will turn the elec-
tronic images into a substi-
tute check, a paper copy of
the original. These checks
will work as proof of pay-
ment and may appear in
monthly statements  with
original checks since not all
checks will be converted.

Your Community Bank,
operated by Bank of Ameri-
ca for military overseas,
will be phasing in the
change over the next 12
months, said a DFAS re-
lease.

Low
s‘m 7l

Name
Dow Jones maustrias
Dow Jones Transportation
Dow Jones Uilties
NYSE Composite
Amex Index
Nasdag Composite
S&P 500
MidCap

60642 50388 Russell 2000

1137114 983089 DI Wilshire 5000

MONDAY’S MARKET SUMMARY

Windows CD helps solve fax puzzle

Q. You helped me find an easy way to
back up e-mail files in a recent answer to an-
other reader. Now I need help with my re-
maining problem: viewing faxes.

Iknow that the faxes I need to open come
in a format called AWD but when I
try to click on them in Windows
XP they won’t open. So all kinds of
faxes from my earlier Windows 98
computer are now unavailable for
use. I've tried everything I can
find on the Internet including re-
naming the faxes to a different ex-
tension. Help.

— Judith Monks, Hertford, N.C.

A. Faxes may be fading away like
floppy disks but they’re not dead
yet, despite Microsoft’s best ef-
forts, Ms.

Windows XP and many fax ma-
chines now use a format called
TIFF to hold the picture data for fax mes:
es instead of the earlier AWD. So the buil
fax viewer called Windows Picture and Fax
Viewer can’t open them.

The fix is easier than it sounds but a need-
less hassle that could have been avoided. Mi-
crosoft, you see, knew folks like you were
going to howl, so the company included a
small program on the Windows XP installa-
tion CD that will convert AWD files into
TIFF formats so they can be viewed. But
you've got to work at it, says Microsoft.

So put the XP disc in the CD player and
then close down the pop-up messages that
try to install the operating system. Now click
on My Computer and then right-click on the
CD icon and select Explore. Look for the fold-
er on the CD named 1386 and then go down
to the folder named WIN9xmig. In that fold-
er is a Fax folder and in the Fax folder is the
program you need, called awdvstuf.exe.
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Drag this program to your desktop. Now
click the My Computer icon open and open
the C: icon and drag the program there so it
is in a so-called root directory where execut-
able programs belong.

Now click on Start and Run and
then type in cmd and tap Enter. In
the box this brings up, type in awd-
vstuf.exe and tap Enter. This will
give a list of the possible commands
to use with this program. You need
to use the one called /c that converts
between the formats.

So then type awdvstuf.exe /c file-
name.awd and the program will cre-
ate a viewable file called filena-
me.tif.

Q. I read your review on the
/! hard-drive-indexing software X1 and

it looks like it would help me a great
deal searching through e-mail mes-
sages and other files for specific keywords.

But 've got a security concern. In investi-
gating it, I found it opens all files when index-
ing. Some of my files are e-mail messages
that were rejected as spam by my spam pro-
gram and could contain viruses. Others are
isolated quarantined viruses. I don’t know
which ones are bad.

Is there a work-around? I am using several
virus protection programs including Norton
AntiVirus. Is there any way I can get around
this problem for an evaluation? — Jerrold F.
Maxwell, Minooka, I1l.

A. A lot of people had that question after
downloading and running a test version of
this hard-drive indexing program by X1
Technologies Inc., Mr. M.

You all noted with dismay that the
anti-virus software kicked in warning that a
virus had been detected each time the soft-
ware did an index of all e-mail

Not to worry, say company officials, and T
buy their explanation.

Many users with anti-virus software get
cold feet when programs like Norton pop up
warnings that virus-laden e-mail attach-
ments have been found and quarantined as
X1 starts to do its stuff. The software then of-
fers to delete all the quarantined stuff, but
many users don’t want to risk losing some-
thing essential so they opt to just leave the
stuff on the hard drive where it is safely
quarantined and not likely to attack.

X1 works by making a copy of every
e-mail attachment and putting it in a tempo-
rary folder for a few seconds while the con-
tent is read and indexed, as are all files on
the computer. The anti-virus software de-
tects this copy’s sudden appearance and
beeps a warning that it is infected.

Noel Ferreria, a customer service repre-
sentative at X1, has posted an explanation
that the indexing is done without executing
any files and so viruses cannot be triggered.
The software doesn’t run any of the software
that creates files but uses its own built-in,
read-only viewers to display content like
words, pictures and data cells.

To stop the warnings, says Ferreria, folks
should follow up and order virus-laden at-
tachments deleted rather than just quaran-
tined.

Whether or not you try this X1 scheme for
indexing the content of every file on a com-
puter for instant keyword recall, you should
take the advice and blow away those dirty at-
tachments in quarantine.

Details are available at www.x1.com.

Contact Jim Coates via e-mail at: jcoates@ tribune.com
or via snail mail at the Chicago Tribune, Room 400, 435
N. Michigan Ave., Chicago IL 60611. Questions can be
enswered only through this column. Add your point of
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Teach kids to save energy
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NEW YORK — You can cut
your heating costs by gemng
your family into energy-saving
habits now.

If you have children, there are
some simple — and fun — ways
you can teach them about energy
conservation, whether it be shut-
ting off lights when they leave a
room or helping you “inspect”
your home for energy efficiency.

M Test the seals of your refrig-
erator and freezer doors, recom-
mends the Federal Energy Regu-
latory Commission. Have your
child close the door on a dollar
bill so that it is half in, half out of
the door. If he or she can pull the
bill out easily (without opening
the door), the seal isn’t airtight.
You may need to replace the door
gaskets.

WPlant a tree. Strategically
placed trees can provide shade in
the summer and deflect chilling
winds, helping you save up to 25
percent on your heating and cool-
ing bills. FERC recommends con-
sidering the tree’s growth rate, as
well as its eventual branch
spread, shape and height. The

flect wind, but not so close that it
blocks sunlight from your win-

For the computer-sayvy child,
there are also some educational
Web sites with games and activi-
ties:

M Energy Hog at www.energy
hog.org. The Web site was found-
ed by Energy Outreach Colorado
and the Colorado Governor’s Of-
fice of Energy Management and
Conservation. Kids learn ener-
gy-saving tips for every room of
the house, and play games to de-
feat “energy hogs” — fictional
half-human, half-pig creatures
that exploit wasted energy in
'your home. There’s even a scaven-
ger hunt for kids and parents to
learn how a house can become
more energy efﬁclent

L] Kor at
W tristate.. apogee. nel/klrls/
es.asp. The Web site is run by
Apogee Interactive,
gy-consulting
learn about different kinds of en-
ergy and then put their knowl-
edge to use with energy-saving
tips and games.
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Horoscope

A lunar eclipse is featured during
this full moon in Taurus. Taurus
rules the appetite and luxury, and
during this transit, you may feel
insatiable — especially
when it comes to expen-
sive, quality indulgences.
The best way to keep
yourself from going over-
board is not to place your-
self in dangerous situa-
tions. TODAY’S BIRTH-
DAY (Oct. 27). The an-
swers are there for you this
year. All you have o do is
ask the right questions!
Your focus on self-improve-
ment pays off beautifully,
and by the end of next
month, you're filled with
pride in your New

Joyce Jillson

you take the responsibility seriously.
You've got a healing gift. Your
special ‘medicine” is the optimistic
force of your spirit.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).
Some would say you're lucky, but
you don't sit around wishing until
one day — poof! You use
cause and effect instead,
adding A and B to get C.

LIBRA (Sept.
23-Oct. 23). Your
brainchild is growing up
and starting to walk on its
own. Help it out by finding
more places where it will
Y be useful, more people
who need it and more
opportunities to show-
case it

SCORPIO (Oct.
24-Nov. 21). Suddenly,
it's very important to get real with

people in your life energize your
work situation. A financial break-
through in February is well de-
served.

ARIES (March 21-April 19). It
will take guts to speak up to the
person who has the power to help
you. You're proposing a new stan-
dard, after all, instead of falling into
the line that's already been estab-
lished. But rewards go to the brave.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).
Though you've gotten just about
everything you asked for the last
week, it very well may be that you're
still not happy. It's time to raise the
stakes again.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
You dream about who the perfect
person might be for you and what
qualities that person may possess,
but when it comes to real life, it's
more about chemistry and compati-
ble lifestyles than anything else.
Have faith in your intuition.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
There are doomsayers all around
you, but don't believe a word of what
they say, especially when the sub-
ject is the economy. Your qualifica-
tions make you perfect for a position
that's just opening up.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Your
charisma makes you popular, and

Don't worry about
the future, but center yourself and
ask the hard questions — like what
is it you were expecting of the rela-
tionship when you got in

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). You're dreaming big and can't
be bothered with anything that
distracts you from what you really
want. Romantic complications are
becoming less complicated due to
your decisive attitude.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). Be careful whose heart you
play with. A formerly harmless
flirtation could tumned into something
more. You could easily get sucked
into a love triangle. Maybe it's best
to shift your attention from love to
career.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
Each person has a unique relation-
ship with money. Some are spend-
ers, some are savers, and you're an
investor. You apportion some of
your hard-earned cash into risky but
scientific propositions and watch it
double.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
You're being pulled in multiple direc-
tions. People think they know what's
best for you, but they don't know
you nearly as well as they think they
do. You have to decide what would
bring you the most en]oymenl

To our readers

For the past decade, this column has been written by Joyce Jillson

and Holiday Mathis. Ms. Jillson passed away on Oct. 1. Because Ms.
Jillson and Ms. Mathis wrote in advance, columns they prepared will
run through Nov. 6. Beginning Nov. 7, the horoscopes will be re-
named ”Horoscopes by Holiday” and will be authored by Ms. Mathis.
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Calvin and Hobbes

R Mcés 358 b0 AOT 10, SHED GOTEN 4SED To T,

D BGERINATION] |5 Y& FISURED, SHE SHOULD
88 T

Jump Start

¥ 175 oK WITH

NoU, T WANT JoE

To TRAVE LWVES

WITH NoU FoR
A

UIBAT Mou THINK,

ENTILEMENT. |
MDURE ENTITLED
TO VERSUS WHAT

10U CAN
ALTUALLY AFFORD.

WE DESERVE A REAL
ESTATE AGENT WO ISN'T|
A GREAT BIG SROOP!! |

|| &
&,‘5 H

GAMES ARE ON '\'Oo LN’
FOR KM TO WATCH .

Hi and Lois

ARE YOU DOING
ANYTHING TONIGHT?

1027

T BELIEVE THAT THE 6REAT PUMPKIN
RISES OUT OF THE PUMPKIN PATCH ON
HALLOWEEN NIGHT

THIS 1S WHAT
- AND FLIES THROUEH

1 BELEVE

I THINK 40U HAVE VERY NICE
EYES, AND 10U ARE COMPLETELY
OF 4OUR MIND!

THAT'S WHAT T BELIEVE...
WHAT PO 40U THINK 7

v

Beetle Bailey

SHE'S NOT DOINGANYTHING
THIS MORNING, EITHER!

(sm») HALLOWEEN'S JUsT
W DANS AWAY |

3n
3%3,

A e

J(”

N

Red and Rover
o T

T A (T
TSRS TR 35\0&'@ YRS
SREd N SoR nTeemnren

Better or Worse

HAS ANNOHE SEEN

THE ThY Mi:’;
|

SEMAnS 15
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Ok, HOW'S THIS

N TH
R

T DRESS UP LIKE
AN EIGHT-YEAR-OLD.
¢

DID 10U KNOW REPUBLICANS ARE CALLED
THE 'RIGHT WING' SIMPLY BEGASE THEY
SIT ON THE RIGHT SIDE OF THE AISLE IN
CONGRESS 2

THEN I puT 3UST AccePT
IT, PAIGE,

NOW, WHOZANTELL ME
WHAT THEY CALL THE
CEMOCRATS WHO ST
ONTHE OTHER. S

F HEAISLE T

Eugene Sheffer Crossword
1 2 3 4 5 6

Baby Blues

T4 Towor
TUE PROGLEM
OUT BY Youk~
SELF FIRST.
THEW

Spider Man

BUT YOUR WISH IS
THE TARANTULA'S
COMMAND!

2|

Blondie

WHET'SFOR ( AND THOSE |

way00vou N[ 1owEr SR
INNE )

THIK T'SBEENSO | 5 TOTHREE
uccessFu? ./ (L

TELL ME AGAIN
WHAT THE ISSUE
Is.

DO YOU WANT THE
SIMPLE BUT MIS-
LEADING EXPLANA-
TION OR THE ONE
YOU LJON'T UNDER -
STAND?

1

EITHER ONE IS GOOD;
WASN'T PLANNING
ON LISTENING

D by UFS, 7

—

Dilbert

Hagar

... THAT MONSTER
coul
ANYWHERE !

..HE COULD EVEN

LM T
BE RIGHT BEHIND -

[T cue
BLOOPCUI
CRE

A
ROLING

Across Down 20 A billion
1 “60 Minutes” 1 Frame-work years
home 2 Soft cheese 21 Villain's
4 Hansom, e.g. 3 He looks look
7 Tend tears friendly, but 22 Affixes
8 Gibbs or his heart wallpaper
Maples is cold! 23 Tempo
10 Sound portion 4 Yule melody 24 Changed
11 Colored ring 5 Precincts the
13 Remark re 6 Online diary title.
deja vu? 7 Hamilton-Burr 25 Guy's
16 Pub potation battle companion
17 Uses the 8 Legerdemain 26 Country
USPS 9 “The Last singer
18 “Star Wars” Frontier” Toby
abbr. 10 “Eureka!” 28 Loathing
19 Noun 12 Lent a hand 29 Expenses
classification 14 It's right 30 Piguant
(Abbr.) on the 31 Perukesv
20 Manages, map 32 Lennon's
with “out” 15 Serbian city lady
21 Exhausted 19 Kitten's 34 —gin
23 Extensive comment fizz

25 Rodents do it 35 Infatuated

26 Acute

27 DDE
opponent

28 Indian, for
one

30 Snake eyes

331975
Poitier/Cosby
movie

36 Shuffle the
roster

37 Juicy tropical
fruit

38 “— Park”

39 Ova

40 Type
squares

41 Rotation
duration

Answer to Previous Puzzle

BEEEER ERERS

CRYPTOQUIP

A MNLLULR Y L

TIDNMULR TYHDIWULR

EDVF WDNEF. U VDNMMF
WYAD U ZNL ZNVVF UI
Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IF YOU'RE IN THE
MALL TRYING DIFFERENT PERFUMES, I'D CALL
YOU A SHOPPING SCENTER.
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: L equals N

YOO.
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Dribbling drives neighbors nuts

Dear Abby: My problem is
‘my neighbor’s home basketball
court. The parents are oblivious
to how far the noise travels. My
ears are constantly assaulted by
the thumping sound and scream-
ing of children that goes along
with the game. It's impos-
sible on most days and
evenings to sit on my
porch and read a book, or
in my living room with-
out closing the windows.

Zoning board mem-
bers: How about outlaw-
ing basketball hoops in
neighborhoods where
there’s less than 500 feet
between houses? Give us
abreak.

As taxpayers, we're
assessed to provide big-
ger and better play-
grounds and school gyms. That’s
where basketball hoops belong.
Driveways shouldn’t supersede
the local playground. Please,
parents, unless you live on a lot
that’s an acre or larger, take
down that horrid noisemaker and
take the kids to the playground.

Dear

Show some consideration for
your neighbors.
— Fractured Eardrum
in the Sunbelt
Dear Fractured: Whether or
not the sound of children playing
is an annoying racket depends
on one’s perspective. If you are a
parent, the sound is
music to the ears —
and when those days
are over, the happy
sound will be missed.
Sometimes being a
good neighbor involves
striking a compromise.

Dear Abby

Dear Abby: A trea-
sured friend of my
mother’s — a lady who
knew me from birth (I
am now 56) — passed
away recently.

I was brought up to call her
“Auntie.” She was closer to me
than some of my blood relatives.
My children and I adored her.
We called her long-distance, sent
her flowers on special occasions,
and saw her every time she came
to town.

Finally it was necessary for

her to go to a nursing home. The
last time we went to visit her, the
nurses said, “Oh, didn’t you
know? She passed away a month
ago!” Her only son lives far
away. He never bothered to call
and notify us.

Abby, won't you please remind
your readers again to call dear
friends about a death in the
family? This is inexcusable. We
are

— Mourning in Tacoma, Wash.

Dear Mourning: Your problem
is more common than you think.
Often when there’s a death in the
family, a close friend will as-
sume the sad task of phoning the
people in the deceased’s address
book to notify them. Obviously,
this was not done on the occa-
sion of Auntie’s death — and
your letter poignantly illustrates
the pain that can be caused by
the unfortunate oversight.

Please give Auntie’s son the
benefit of the doubt.

Letters for this column — with your
name and phone number - should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.0. Box 69440,
£o5 Angeles CA 50065. Readers can write
to Abby on the Internet at

http://

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
Q@M& by Henri Amoid and Mike Argirion
Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one letter to each square,

to form four ordinary words.

NISHY

Youre late
You'e grounded

But its
Satrday
ugh

#2004 Trbuye Moo Sorvces e

il Rights Reserved.

RETEB

OHON
NIANIZ
||

O
)@

THE LAST THING
A TEENAGER
WANTS TO BE,

wwwgurble.com

TAPECK

Print answer her

Now arrange the circled letters to
form the surprise answer, as
by the above cartoon.

2l
(Answers fomorrow)

Jumbles: GIANT ~ CHOKE  DITHER  JUMPER

Universal Press Syndicate

Dad’s disorder concerns daughter

Dear Annie: rm 13,
and my parents divorced
when I was 6. My mom
has primary custody, but I
see my dad every week.
Mom was the one who
wanted the divorce, and I
don’t think Dad has fully
recovered from it yet.

When I was younger, [
was Daddy’s little girl.
Now I'm beginning to see
why my mom divorced
him. He’s a major pack-
rat, and he suffers from
depression. I found his antidepres-
sant pills in the bathroom when I
was 11. T know he has not taken
his medicine in at least two years,
and his mood swings can be scary.

Recently, Dad yelled at me for a
‘minor thing, but he also raised his
arms in the air, and I was really
afraid he might hit me. Later the
same day, he was in a much better
mood and really sorry about his
actions. He has good days and
bad, but the bad days seem to be
getting more frequent.

hope I'm not overreacting, but

I'm wondering if I should ask
Monm to talk to her lawyer about
changing the custody set-up.

Annie’s Mailbox

Please tell me what to
do. I need to get away
from him before I lose
my mind.
— Need Options
in Oregon
Dear Need Options:
Don’t worry about the
custody agreement.
You should discuss
your father’s depres-
sion with your mother
and ask her to help.
This burden should not
be falling on your
young shoulders. If Dad needs to
be on medication and isn’t taking
it, your mother and his doctor
should be aware of the situation.

Dear Annie: My boyfriend of
two years has a cat, “Ozzy,” that
he absolutely adores. The problem
is that I am highly allergic to
animal dander. I get headaches,
my eyes water and itch, and my
nose runs. I can tolerate it if I take
allergy pills and stay away from
the parts of the house where the
cat is allowed.

Although I have told my boy-
friend about my allergy, he still

allows the cat to sleep in his bed,
even when I am there. He particu-
larly likes to place the cat on my
lap or give him to me to hold.

T love this guy and don’t want to
give him ultimatums, but some-
thing has to be done.

— Sneezing in Phoenix

Dear Phoenix: We're going to
assume your boyfriend is under
the mistaken impression that if
you are exposed to the cat on a
Tegular basis, you will get over
your allergic reaction. It doesn’t
‘quite work that way. Although
allergy shots might desensitize
you to a certain degree, it is not
‘possible to eliminate the reaction
altogether. You should explain
this to him, and if possible, have
your doctor present him with
some literature on the subject. Of
course, if your boyfriend simply
enjoys subjecting you to this
particular torment, you might
want to scratch him off your list.
Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar,longtime
editors of the A Landers colu
Please e-mail your questions to annles~
mailbox@comcast.net, or write to:
Annie’s Mailbox, ¢/0 Creators Syndicate,
5777 W. Century Bivd., Suite 700, Los
Angeles, CA 90045.

Creators Syndicate

Eﬁnn:rrl

D
ING
QUJRED

&RKW«Y

R

Dennis the Menace

What the tired laborer said when he drilled into
the thick wall — I'M "THROUGH"

Answer:

Family Circus

©2004 Bi Keane. .
Bist by King Fatuees 8yno.
veww familycircus com

“Daddy, your cell phone doesn’t play
games, or take pictures, or anything!”

NN

©Gary Larson

*SURE, MARGARET, YOU'RE MY BEST FRIEND...
AFTER JOEY AN’ RUFF AN GINA AN TOMMY.”

The Far Side

“Well. everv doa has his dav.”

NEA, BUT NoT
THiG Wi’

Non Sequitur
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SCOREBOARD

AFN-TV & Radio

Wednesday

s, 1 am.—College footbal
e P Tech i),
AFN-Atlantic, AFN-Pacific, AFN-Radio, 2
aum.-gaseball: World Serics, Game 3, Bos:
tonat St Lou

s, 2 am.—Best Ranger Chal-

enge G,
AFN-Sports, 4 a.m.—Outdoors: Wal-Mart

AU Tour (G

ARN-S) -co\lege footbal:

BrighenVoung ot A Foree (95
AFN-Sports, 1 p.m.—Baseball: World Se-

ries, Game 2 boston at sc outs (i

seball: World Se-
ries, Came S bostomat S& Lous @I

Tllursday

APN-Atlantic, AFN-Pacl N-Radio, 2
! Worid Sones, Came 4 Bos:

5,5 am.—Boxing: Ballroom Box-

i-Sports, 11 a.m.—NFL Films Game of
e Week 1 (dld).
ports, 1 p.m.—Baseball: World Se-
nes‘ Game 4, Boston at . Louls (dl),
seball: World Se-
ries, G & Bostomat St Lous @I,

Altimesare CentralEuropean Time didin-
dicates delayed broadcast. ings are
sublect to change. Some Tadlo broadeasty
not avalable in all areas. Visit
Wwwmyafnine for more information.

College football
AP Top 25 schedule
_ Thursday, Oct. 28
No.22 Vlrgwa Tech at Georg\a Tech

No. 18 Boise State v; Yo

atu
No.1 Southern Cal at Washington state
No-2 Odanama at No. 20 Olahoma State
No. 3 Auburn at Miss

No: 10 Georia . Forida at Jacksonvil,

No. 11 Tennessee at South Carolina

0. 24 Minnesota at indiana

ision I-AA Top 25

PHILADELPHIA — The top 25 teams in the
ports Network Division I-AA football poll,
with first-place votes in _parentheses,
fecards throigh Oct. 24 and previous rank'

Pts
. Southern Illinois (79) 2518
. Georgia Southern (11) 12448
Delaw: 1 2323
 Montana. 1 2215
. Cal Poly-SLO (1) -0 2,061
. Furman 2 2011
. Western Kentucky 2 1856 1
Sam Houston State 1 1798 1
. James Madison ( 1 1652 1
0. New Hampshire 2 1354 1
o 2 1314
1 1279 1
Skeuhen F. Austin 2 1244
Ham) 1 L9 1
Normwestem state 293
2 905 1
ADpaIacman Sate 3 83 2
2 826 1
3 762 1
.Jacksonwl\estate 1 736 1
0 625 2
pennsywama 1 51 2
lan 3 390 2
: Montana state 2 38 -
5, Eastern Washington nl -
Others_receiving_votes: tte
115, Southern 115, South Carolina State 95,
Tenn 84, Northern Arizona 78, UC
Davi sas-Pine_Bl oastal
Carolina 33, Lafayette 28, Southeastern Loui-
iana 26, Northern lowa 13, Nicholls State 10,

Dayton 9, Samford 8, Princeton 7, McNeese

Division Il Top 25

Oct. 26
cord  Pts Pv:
P:ttsburg Stat& Kan (23) 90 619
@ 70 55
hwest M\ssnun Stzte 9-0 578
) 0 543
N 7-1 500
484
80 475
80 450
71 403 1
0. &1 368 1
1 te, Minn. 81 353 L
. Colorado School of Mines  9-0 352 1
0 , Mich. 81 319 1
g Pa. 81 313 1
3 asl oo 71 7%
naw al\ey Sta!e, Mich. 6-2 207
gate, NC. 81 206
rson-Newman, Tenn. 62 184
rand Va\le‘/ State, Mich.  6-2 181
). Tuskegee, Ala. 6-1 162
‘ebraska Omaha 72 156
62 114
enlral Arkansas 72 %4
tate Cloud State, Minn. 72 86
fest Chester, Pa. 72 71—

Division Il Top 25
oct. 26

1 by et anlor Texas

15. Baldwin-Wallace, Of

16 Namwen-a«dney, W
anicl, Nid.

. ) n.
2 Nount St. Josesh, Ohio

Pro basketball

NBA preseason
EASTERN

‘Atiantic Divis
L Pt GB
Philadelphia 18 -
New Jersey 350 2
New 350 2
Toronto 3% 3
Boston 6 13 %
 Southeast Division
Miami 41 80 —
Orland 3350 1%
Washington 3449 2
Atfanta 15067 3
Charlotte 15067 3%
Central Division
Cleveland 51 833
Indi 3180 w
33 50
3350 2
ago 3 449 m
WESTERN CONFERENCE
west Division
WL Pt GB
Memphis 183 -
Houston 2 600 1%
New Orleans 449 M
Dallas 433
San Antonio 3250 3
Northwest Division
Denver 1 .80
ftah 2 500
Minnesota 3 500
Portland 350 1%
attle 5 161 %
on
Phoenix 180 -
LA Lakers 274 =
Golden State 35 1
LA Clippers 433 m
Sacramento 433 M
londay's games

C\eve\andgs Bostol
cago 100, Washington 95
Gomen State 87, Portlar
Lakers 117 Seattle Yile
fesday's games

Utah af Phl\adc\phla
lemphis at ndiana
Newborkat New Jorsey
san Antonio at Dallas
Toronto at Dent
Seattle at Phoenix
dnesday’s games
Detroltat Goston
Miami at Orland
Atlanta vs, Chariotte at Fayetteville, N.C.
Chicago af Indiana

's games
Atlanta vs, Cleveland at Pittsburgh

Phl\ade\pma at New Jersey
his vs. Milwaukee' at Green Bay,
Denver at Houston
Sacramento at Dallas
Washington vs. LA. Lakers at Oklahoma

cit
ﬁoemx at LA Clippers

World Ranking

‘Through Oct. 24
- Yiiay singh £ 1358
ZemieEls A 12.08
3T USA 1146
2 phi SA

5. Reti SAf 7.08
6. Davi USA 670

. Mike W Sand save Percentage
Padra\g Harrmgton , Dan Forsman, 630 dam scott,
st s1de. 3 Geoff Oglv o1 ”E 4
attiace,
P;\ulson Erioe '7 e, St arr
ank Kehne, 5356 10, David
Frogt, 5 6ne.
TET
8 Tennis
us
or Generali Ladies Linz
us) nday
Arg ort Arena Linz
don 3 Linz, Austria
fng 3. Purse: $585,500 (Tier II)
i Surface; Hard-indoor
Den Snles |
SAT 3
bt Marion Bartoli, Trance. e, Tatiana Pano-
swe i .
Swe AQV) Russia, def. Jelena Kos
UsA ovtseva, Russia, def. Sybille
am Bammer, Austria, 6.3, 6-1
USA
Frn SEAT Open I.uxeml)mlrg
USA
o Atek Spamemer Kockelsheu«
Ger
Purse szzﬂ.soa( er 1)
Swe d-indoor
USA
fus 2 o2 Ragdne‘mleluy, r:laddg atsca:s def Mas-
3 % ona Washington, Uited States,
B Tamy " i Sivia Farina €l ). aly. del. Stéshanie
;S8 Magdert Usa 233 Foretz fra <3
Lo Pouie B 3 i Ivanovic, Serbia-Montenegro, def.
Pt mnoinan o Anne Kremer, Lixembourg, 6-3, 6-1.
" Tom Lehman
Tim Herron Usa Stockholm Open
Rotiney Pampling Aus Monday
E“ﬂm‘:\‘ﬁ‘ﬁ;" } ﬂé_ﬁ AtKungl Tennihllen
eme McDowe i pursgs r?ns.sw G Soies
Shaun Micheel USA
Shingo Katayama Jpn Singles iy
gz’;g:w‘,am Jen Jan-Michael GamBil: Umted States, .
Paul McGinley ire
ustin Rose g
0. Colin Montgomeri sco
1 Stephen Gallacher Sco 1
2. boren Roberts A L Thomas Sweden, def. Xavier
3 G0l ogivy Aos Malsse, 6 mm 7 s((g,) S0 et obby
5 Tim clark A Ginepr, bnited States, 6, 11, rethac,
PGA Tour St. P Open
Through oct. 24
1, Vijay Smgh 6393 ﬁe)fpml M‘mke\sun “Mevsbuvgslavsm

ar\d Ermie £l 6556
8

ATk, G915,
ephien Ames. 69.92!
dam ' Scott,

Sergio G
8 oot erbiart, 6.

), Olin Browne, 73.5%. 1

ens n Reguiation Pt
. Viiay Smgh 315% 3, foe Durant, 7.
3, Tom Lehmar, 71.4%. & tie), chié Smith
and Sergio Carcia, 70:7%, ¢, John Senden,
uﬂywa\dori
G il Riickeison and Kobert A

Dri
Lt arehau, 35, 2 oha Senden, 96
e dura et and Lotas Glover 108,501

Henry. 103. 6, Ted Purdy. Harrison
Fraza 105, & Eo Van Pelt, Jﬂ& 9, Garrett Will-
< 11110, Craig Balow

1 (e, Stewart Cink and Greg, Chalmers,
1720, 3, Tiger Woods, 1722, & Carl petter
' tes, dohn Daly, Erme Els and
Darren Clarke, 1.734. 8 (tie), Loren Roberts
and briah Gay, L73%, 10, Mark Hensby, 1757.

\ver
2 Tife Woods, 4:38.2, wa Singh, 435.3
Mickelson, 434. & Efnfe £l 4138

Pettersson, '4.0:
Stephen Ames, 3.97. 10, 2 tied with 3.96.

agles (Holes
1 Harrison Frazar, 87.8.2, k Price Qﬂﬂ
o Ogiivy, 534 4, John Daly, 964, 5,

VzuqhnTz‘/\ur, 6635, hilkg Heiner, 1060,
, Vijay Singh and John Senden, '108.0. 9,
Rocco Mediate, 113.1. 10, Scott Hend, 118.5.

Singles
first

3 Czech Republic, def.
Davm e o) Shain, 3.6

Cyril Saulnier Francé, . “Alberto Martin,

Spain, 6-0, 6-

ilen Bentieteau, France,
Clement, France, 6-4, 1-6,6-

Rikoray Davgdeno. @), Russia, def. 1gor
Kanitsyn, Russia 64 67 (5)

Mardy Fish (3), United States, def. Jan
WAy, Cooen Republc, 63, b

College hockey

NCAA Division | pull

MINNEAPOLIS — Top teams in the NCAA Di-
vision | men's ice hockey pol
US. College Hockey Online, with first
y2ies in parcninses records through Oct.

def. Arnaud

. b previous ran
Pts Pvs
1 Minnesota.ouluth 1) 15700 3
2 Boston College (4) 58 1
3! Michigan (1) 508 4
4 North Dakota (3) 1294 2
5. Wisconsin (i 0 434 7
6. Minnes 0 33 7
7. Maine 0 314 5
8 Colorado College 0 303 11
X 129 10
10. Miami 0 18 6
. Denver 0 185 13
12. Dartmouth 0 143 1
13 Ohio State 142 =
14 Cornel 0 8615
15, Northern Michi 2
Others recelying votes: C aisaie o6 Mich-
jan State 55, St Lawrence 31, Mass-Lowell
I wensselaere Boston University 4, Nebras
maha 4 Notre Dame 3, idence 3,
Ko 08 s, Nesachusetts 3 Al

chorage 1, Bowling Green 1, Robert M

HAVING PAID 1,600 GOKTS
TO RETVRN AIM TG Hli
HOMELAND 10 PLAY DUR!
THE NAL LOCKOUT, AND. msu
PAING ANOTHER 400 TO FREE
HIM FROM KIPNAPPERG,

Pro soccer

MLS playoffs
Conference Semifinals
(No-llg Agg ite Score Series)
astern Conference
Columbus vs.

New England 1, Columbus 0, New England
leads series 1
y, Oct. 31

New England al cmumbu
d vs. Metrostars

0. United 2 Wetrdsws 5 b.c. united
leads series 2

irday, Oct. 30
Metrostars at b.C Unites

Kanszs City vs. San lose
unday, Oct, 24
San Jose 2, Kansas City 0, San Jose leads
series 2
Saturday, oct. 30
san Jose at Kansas City
geles vs. Colorado

Colorado 1, Lo ‘Angéles 0, Colorado leads

series
saturday, Oct. 30
Colorado at Los Angeles

Monday’s transactions

ETROIT TIGERY. Senl LEB%ROD Henkel out-
right 1o ToIeds oy

a‘
K MEIS*ACIWM d RHP Victor
Zambrano and RHP Mike Delean from the
5 Gay Bl Announced LHP Vic Darensbourg,
INF Wilson Delgado and OF Gerald Williams
elected free agency.

PHILADELPE LIES—Signed  INF
Tomas Perez {0 a two-year contrac.

acific Coast Lea
OKLAHOMA ™ REDHAWKS ~Named ~ Paul

carey co
i
ROUGHRIDERS Named _Darryl
Kennedy manager and. Rommie. Ortegon

california Lea

BAKERSFIELD BLAZENamed Are Beyel-

er manager, Dave Chavarria pitching coach
and Mike Boulanger coach.
A Leagu

JERSEY JACKALS._ 2fined RHP Fabri-

NEW
cio Benitez, LHP Craig Breslow, LHP Evan
Reiser and LHP Brag Whitworth:

\SKETE
National Basketball Association
. CELTICS—Waived C  Emest
e
CHARLOTTE BOBCATS—Waived G Omar
00l
\MI HEAT—Waived F Tang Hamilton.

IAL
NEW JERSEY NETS—Waived G Alex Scales.
NEW YORK KNICKS-_Walved G Andre Bar

rett and C Mengke Batet
( PHILADELPHIA ToERs - “Waived F

Amercan Baskathall Assoclation
L?s ANGELES STARS—Signed F Cedric Ce-
os.

FoorauL
al Football League
ATLANTA' FALCONS—Waived CB_ Mike
Sehols. Signed  Etric pruit from fne prac:
tice sal ided RB Jason Wright to the
practie squad.
CHICAGO BEARS—Claimed TE John Owens.
off waivers from Detroit. Waived DE Alain

Arena Foatball League
ORLANDO PREDATORS. L Derrick
crawiord, { Charles pil L Thomas Pittman
and L David Upchurch.
PHILADELPHIA '

. Jen:

OUL—Signed
chareﬁs. L Cufy
ArkeeThumDsnn Released L Lance C\el\and
WR-DB Dashane Dennis, WR-DB Derin Gra:
ham, K Ken Hinsley, WR-DB J Shar\nn JunES
WRLDB Ricky Ross, DS Travis Seaton and
WRLLB Thomie Venisee.

HOCKEY—Named Dave Fischer direc-
tof o meah and public relations.

ican Hocl
AHL-suspended Providence C Brendan
Walsh four Games for s actions in & OCt. 23
game against Lowell.

LOCK_ MONSTERS—Assigned F
Ernie Hartlieb to Florida of the ECH

CHL—Sus Isa_D Scutt Engl\sh
wngzmes urmsactmnsman
again Mexico, 9an Angelo |
S versmne four games for his S ions Tnan
3 game against Odessa, and Memphis
D Ted Crowley mdeﬁmte\# lor h\s actions in

JDESIA SACKALORES  Walied G bavid
RIO GRANDE VALLEY KILLER BEES—Waived

LW Anthony Donskov.
(o WICHITA THUNDER—Waived C Josh Wel-

HL
EcHL—Suspended NiaSka D Lous Mass
vlvmgamesfurmsactmnsm an Oct. 22 game
at

ACES—Signed C Scott Gomez.
T6LE00 SToRM Bromated &rogg Bocke
to director of marketing.

S0CCE

A-Leagus
VANCOUVER WHE 52 Announced the
resignation of Tony Fonseca, coach.

FLORIDA- Fired Ron Z0ok, ootball coach,
effective at the end of he sasor
DAME—Agreed o terms with Mike
ey, e S etbal Coach, O 2t Yesr
coniact extension through the 2010-11 Sea-

“LEUTHERN MAINE -Named Ghristina Cra-
colic sports information assistant

'WISCONSIN—Announced men’s ju
Kool & 506 Wade pac-hken a datite
leave of absence.
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Spurrier believed to top Florida’s list of candidates

BY MARK LONG

The Associated Press

GAINESVILLE, Fla. — Florida
athletic director Jeremy Foley
should have an easier time with
this coaching search.

Denver Broncos coach Mike
Shanahan and Oklahoma coach
Bob Stoops turned down the job
in 2002, neither one wanting the
dubious task of replacing Steve
Spurrier.

It could be much different now.

Football coach Ron Zook was
fired Monday after two-plus
years and a stack of embarra
ments on and off the field, satisfy-
ing a growing groundswell for his
ouster that began the day he re-
placed Spurrier.

Zook will finish the season
while Foley and school president
Bernie Machen search for a
coach.

They might start with Spurrier,
who resigned from the NFL’s
Washington Redskins after two
lackluster seasons.

“We will discuss this job with a
number of coaches, and obviously
if Coach Spurrier is interested,
we will sit down with him,” Foley
said.

Spurrier, playing in a charity
golf event near Orlando, avoided
questions about his interest in re-
turning to the Gators.

“T’ ll talk about that another
time,” he said. “I don’t think
there’s anything that I can say
that is really appropriate at this
time.”

Foley said he won’t discuss the
opening with employed coaches
until after the season.

If Spurrier doesn’t return,
Stoops and Utah coach Urban
Meyer might be possibilities.
Stoops was Spurrier’s defensive
coordinator for three seasons at
Florida (1996-98) before leaving
for Norman.

“My job is at Oklahoma and
TI've always felt privileged to
coach here,” Stoops said. “That’s
where my full concentration and
commitment are.”

Machen hired Meyer at Utah
following the 2002 season, and
Meyer has the Utes poised for a
Bowl Championship Series berth.

“To have my name mentioned,
i's been mentioned a million
other times, too,” Meyer said. “I
have no comment.”

Louisville coach Bobby Petrino
also could be in the mix.

“You wish it wouldn’t come
up,” Petrino said. “The way I'm
going to handle it is 'm not going
to address any speculation on any
other jobs. I'm going to put all our
focus and attention on Memphis
and trying to win the conference
championship.”

Either of them would seeming-
ly be more likely to take the job
now, especially after Zook’s tu-
multuous tenure.

The Gators are 20-13 under
Zook with four games left. Zook’s
latest debacle, a 38-31 loss to Mis-
sissippi State, sealed his fate and
brought jubilation among those in
Gator Nation who turned www.fir-
eronzook.com into their Internet
home page.

Many of them saw it coming
from the start, saying Zook was in
over his head, had never been a
head coach and wasn’t composed
enough to manage a game from
the sideline. Almost all those con-
cerns quickly became reality.

“When the situation starts
going downhill, it’s hard some-
times to push it back up,” Foley
said. “I think the situation got out
of control, even for him.”

Just weeks before the Mississip-
pi State loss, reports surfaced that

Ron Zook, who will finish the
season as Florida’s football
coach, has a 20-13 record as the
head coach of the Gators.

Zook had a heated confrontation
with fraternity members on cam-
pus last month. Zook initially
downplayed his role, saying he
went there to defuse the situation,
but Foley later acknowledged that
Zook yelled at students and called

e behavior “unacceptable.”

Foley said the same thing about
the mounting losses — many of
them late collapses.

The Gators blew fourth-quar-
ter leads against Tennessee and
LSU this season, and did the
same against Miami, Mississippi
and Florida State last year. There
also were two near meltdowns
against Arkansas.

There were other debacles, too,
including consecutive Outback
Bowl losses to Michigan and Iowa
— games in which Florida looked
unprepared at times.

Zook showed resiliency
through it all. He led the Gators to
four straight wins in 2002 and
five in a row last season — after it
looked like they might finish with
losmg records. He also has two
wins over rival Georgia, the Ga-
tors’ opponent on Saturday.

Foley even extended Zook’s
contract after last season, saying
he felt the program was on the
right track.

The latest problems, however,
were too much to overcome.

“In the final analysis, it was ap-
parent to me that something’s not
working here,” Foley said. “I
know that’s kind of nebulous, but
it’s the truth. It’s hard to put a fin-
ger on it exactly, but it certainly
just didn’t appear to be working
as we all envisioned.”

Sooners
pull rank,
thanks to

computers

BY CHRIS DUFRESNE
Los Angeles Times

Order (for now) has been re-
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stored in the Bowl C
Series standings, and that order is
'USC, Oklahoma and Miami.

Last week’s first release of the
BCS standings caused a mini-up-
roar when Miami, ranked No. 4 in
the media and coaches’ polls,
opened in second position ahead
of Oklahoma, No. 2 in both human
polls.

This week’s standings more ac-
curately reflect popular senti-
ment — unless you're from Coral
Gables, Fla.

USC retained its firm grip on
the overall lead with a BCS aver-
age of .9843, although the Trojans
did slip from No. 1 to No. 2 in the
computer index.

Oklahoma is No. 2 at .9325, fol-
lowed by Miami at .9239.

The top two teams in the final
BCS standings will play for the
BCS national championship in
the Orange Bowl on Jan. 4.

Reaction from Oklahoma coach
Bob Stoops was predictable.

“It's really no different than
what I said last week,” Stoops
said in a released statement. “It
just doesn’t matter much yet. We
have to play Oklahoma State this
week. That's the only thing we're
focused on.”

Utah’s move from No. 7 to No. 6
was significant because the Utes
would be assured of a major bowl

m aemmme the overall computer component. T LG At worst rasking o each team ¥

Northwestern coach
checks into hospital

The Associated Press

EVANSTON, Ill. — Northwest-
ern coach Randy Walker has an
inflammation of the heart muscle
and was hospi-

(W1 [V W talized for a sec-

{{TILPI[ ond day Tues-
A ay.

briefs iy

much  better

today, resting comfortably,”

percentage.The BCs Average i calculted by averaging the
Defcent otals o the Associated Press, USA Today/ESPN Coaches and Computer

Mike Wolf said. He
said Walker could be released as
early as

bid if they finished sixth or higher
in the final BCS standings.

Utah is seeking to become the
first team from outside the
major-conference power struc-
ture to earn a bid to a BCS bowl
game — Rose, Sugar, Fiesta or Or-
ange.

For geographical reasons, Utah
probably would end up in the Fies-
ta Bowl, especially if that bowl
lost its “anchor” tie-in, Oklahoma,
to the Orange Bowl.

There also is a scenario in
which Utah could end up in Pasa-
dena should the Rose Bowl lose
USC to the national-title game
and another Pac-10 team is not
available.

For Utah, though, holding on to
the No. 6 spot is no sure thing.

The Utes boast a powerful No. 5
computer ranking this week
thanks to victories against
BCS-conference schools Texas
A&M, Arizona and North Caroli-
na. That computer number could
weaken, though, as the Utes fin-
ish the season against weaker op-
ponents from the Mountain West
Conference.

Oklahoma was able to jump

ahead of Miami this week be-
cause the Sooners’ computer rank-

ing improved from No. 5 to No. 4.

Miami is ranked No. 1 in the com-
puters but No. 4 in the AP poll.

BCS coordinator Kevin
Weiberg predicted last week the
system would correct itself. All
the dry-run models the BCS ran
indicated it would be extremely
difficult for a team ranked No. 2
in both polls to finish No. 3 in the
BCS standings.

It would require the No. 2 team
to have a computer ranking of No.
S or worse.

That's exactly what happened
last week when Oklahoma
opened fifth in the computers.

“I think it’s very unlikely that
this would hold up through the
balance of the season,” Weiberg
said at the time.

Other BCS moves to note: Arizo-
na State moved from No. 18 to No.
15 while Texas El Paso, led by
first-year coach Mike Price,
made a surprise appearance at
No. 24.

The Miners (5-2) need one
more victory to match their win
total for the previous three sea-
sons combined.

Walker checked himself into
Evanston Northwestern Hospital
on Monday after experiencing
chest pains before his weekly
news conference. The 50-year-old
Walker doesn’t have a history of
heart problems, and Wolf said
tests showed his heart is fine.

Wolf said Walker will decide
later this week whether he will be
on the sideline for Saturday’s
game against No. 17 Purdue.

Separated shoulder sidelines
Florida State RB Washington

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. — Flori-
da State tailback Leon Washing-
ton will miss at least one game
with a separated right shoulder,
but could be out longer.

Washington will be out “proba-
bly a couple, looking at it optimis-
tically,” coach Bobby Bowden
said Monday.

Washington, the team’s leading
rusher with 689 yards and a
98.4-yard average, separated the
shoulder during the fifth-ranked
Seminoles’ 20-17 win Saturday
over Wake Forest.

Sophomore Lorenzo Booker,
who has split carries nearly 50-50
with Washington and averages

just over 80 yards, will become
the Seminoles’ featured back.

The Seminoles play at Mary-
land on Saturday.

Colorado coach cites
disparity in Big 12

DES MOINES, Iowa — If Gary
Barnett is right, it's no wonder
the South has been so dominant
in Big 12 football.

While some shrug it off as mere-
ly the cyclical nature of the sport,
the Colorado coach thinks teams
in the South have a head start.

“T don’t think there’s any ques-
tion the resources, the traditions
of those programs are such that it
pays off,” Barnett said Monday.
“We all go to Texas to recruit.
The resources and facilities there
are second to none in the country,
so they have all of that.”

Teams from the South have
won 11 of the 14 games between
the divisions, with Baylor having
all three losses. All of the Big 12
teams in the Top 25 are from the
South — Oklahoma, Texas, Texas
A&M and Oklahoma State.

North teams have won four of
the eight Big 12 championship
games, but the best record in that
division now is the 2-2 mark
shared by Missouri and Nebras-
ka. In the South, Oklahoma and
Texas A&M are 4-0, while Oklaho-
ma State and Texas are 3-1.

Barnett did say he thought
some other factors were at work
in the disparity. He said his pro-
gram will always go in cycles and
Nebraska is adjusting to new
coach Bill Callahan and a differ-
ent offensive system.

“But I think there is a natural
sort of advantage that exists in
the South,” Barnett said.
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Jockey Jerry Bailey gives a thumbs-up after winning the Fountain of
Youth Stakes aboard Read the Footnotes in February. Bailey will be
aboard six horses in the eight-race Breeders’ Cup on Saturday.

Breeders’ Cup has
name recognition

BY BETH HARRIS
The Associated Press

GRAND PRAIRIE, Texas — If
D. Wayne Lukas, Bob Baffert,
Bobby Frankel, Jerry Bailey and
Pat Day are at the same track on
the same day, it must be the
Breeders’ Cup.

Texas is hosting horse racing’s
richest day for the first time, and
some of the sport’s biggest names
are taking aim at eight races
worth $14 million. Some, such as
Baffert, are less loaded than in
other years.

The white-haired trainer has
one contender, Roman Ruler in
the Juvenile. Baffert is usually
busy saddling many entries, a-
though his 40 starters have pro-
duced just three wins, including
Vindication in the 2002 Juvenile.

Roman Ruler has three career
victories and just missed a fourth
when he was beaten by a neck at
Del Mar in September.

“Everything is very good,” Baf-
fert said Monday. “He’s ready.”

Lukas will saddle Azeri in ei-
ther the Distaff or the Classic,
Stellar Jayne in the Distaff, and
Consolidator in the Juvenile. The
69-year-old trainer has a record
140 Breeders’ Cup starters, with
17 victories and more than $18
million in earnings.

The Juvenile has produced
Lukas’ greatest success, with five
winners, but none since Boston
Harbor in 1996 at Woodbine.

Agzeri will be the favorite in the
Distaff if she stays in the race in-
stead of the Classic. She won the
Distaff in 2002 on her way to
being selected horse of the year.
She struggled last year, but won
the Spinster Stakes this month at
Keeneland and beat Sightseek at
Saratoga this summer.

Hall of Fame trainer Allen Jer-
kins, who is based at Belmont
Park, has two chances to end his
0-for-6 Breeders’ Cup winless
streak. He'll run Bowman’s Band
in the Classic and Society Selec-
tion in the Distaff.

Only six of the 100 horses en-
tered in the Breeders’ Cup have
run at Lone Star Park, so many
owners, trainers, jockeys and
horses will be competing here for
the first time Saturday.

Bowman’s Band, Society Selec-
tion and other horses aren’t used
to the recent hot, humid weather
in Texas after coming from chilly
New York. So Jerkens plans to
clip their hair.

Funny Cide, last year’s Ken-
tucky Derby and Preakness win-
ner, will arrive at Lone Star on
Wednesday. A year ago, he beat
only one horse in the Classic at
Santa Anita, where temperatures
were nearly 100 degrees and wild-
fires created a smoky environ-
ment. Saturday’s forecast is for
temperatures in the high 70s.

“That’s still a little hot, but he’ll
deal with it,” said Robin 'Smullen,
Funny Clde 's assistant trainer.

Dale Romans isn’t taking any
chances. He arrived from
Churchill Downs with Classic con-
tender Roses in May and Turf en-
trant Kitten’s Joy on Oct. 19.
They will be his first starters in
the event.

“It was hot and we wanted to
get used to the weather,” he said.
“I'm glad we got here early be-
cause they have settled in nicely.”

A year after winning a record
four Breeders’ Cup races, Rich-
ard Mandella is back with only
one chance. Pleasantly Perfect
will try to become the second
horse to win the $4 million Clas-
sic two years in a row.

“He’s as good or better than
he’s ever been,” Mandella said.
“In the last year, he’s gotten
smarter and better in his racmg ”

Bailey, who has a record 14 vic-
tories and more than $17 million
in Breeders’ Cup earnings, will be
busy Saturday. He’ll ride Pleasant-
ly Perfect and defending champi-
on Six Perfections in the Mile.

He'll also be aboard Storm Flag
Flying in the Distaff, Balletto in
the Juvenile Fillies, Kela in the
Sprint, and Aubonne in the Filly
& Mare Turf.

Florida’s other fall guy

BY EDDIE PELLS
The Associated Press

Maybe the biggest problem when Florida hired
Ron Zook to replace Steve Spurrier was this: In the
minds of all but the most blindly loyal Gators fans, it
was never a matter of if, only
when Zook would be fired.

It happened Monday, and the
way it went down was probably
worse than what anyone could
have guessed.

A shouting match at a fraternity
house. A loss to one of the 10 worst teams in the
country. Sure, Spurrier had forgettable moments in
his 12 seasons with the Gators, but
never anything like this.

After Florida’s humiliating 38-31
loss to Mississippi State on Satur-
day, there was no more getting
around the truth that had been bub-
bling in Gainesville for a long time.
Not only have the once-mighty Ga-
tors regressed under Zook’s
2Y>-year tenure — most people ex-
pected a little setback — they have
become something of a laughing-
stock around the country.

Zook is a good, honest man, and
the saddest thing about his failure
is that it really isn’t all his fault.

As expected, he brought in top-10
signing classes in all three of his sea-
sons, which is exactly why athletic
director Jeremy Foley went out on
alimb and hired the lifetime assis-
tant back in January 2002.

Zook is a hard worker, a great re-
cruiter, a loyal coach and employ-
ee. He just wasn’t ready to be a
head coach, and it was Foley’s refusal to accept that
reahty that put him in the horrible situation of hav-
ing to fire his good friend three years later.

“I accept full responsibility for making that deci-
sion that has not panned out as we all envisioned,”
Foley said.

It’s an article of faith among leaders of big-time
college programs that you don’t put a first-time
head coach in charge of football. And if you do, he
needs to have a résumé much more polished than
Zook's was.

As much as getting a grasp on managing games,
coaches need to learn about the politics, the boost-
ers, the public-relations aspects of being a top guy,
and they need to do it at a lower level before they
take over one of the top programs in the country.
(Can Florida even make that claim anymore?)

Foley ignored conventional wisdom. After Mike
Shanahan and Bob Stoops turned down the job,
Foley went to “The Zooker,” as he calls him, and con-
ceded that had Zook turned down the job, there
would have been nobody else left on his list.

Florida athletic director Jeremy
Foley, above, hired Ron Zook
despite Zook’s lack of head
coaching experience.

The theory, as Foley explained it then, was that
signing day was approaching, he needed to get a
coach quickly, and there was no time to sift through
the backgrounds and baggage of some of the other
names flying around at the time — Rick Neuheisel
and Jon Gruden, to name a few.

Foley may have been right. The problem, though,
came in having a list with only three names.

Zook tried to ignore the constant negativity aimed
his way — see fireronzook.com — and kept plugging
away, the ultimate grinder at a school that got used
to having a quick-witted showman leading the way.

The embarrassments came quickly and they were
about more than just losing or the incident at the fra-
ternity house.

Days before his first Florida
State game, Zook made the bone-
headed PR move of placing an un-
precedented gag order on his team,
even though it was the Seminoles
who were in turmoil at the time. He
said it was to keep the Gators fo-
cused. They lost 31-14.

A few weeks later, Florida lost to
Michigan in the Outback Bowl
when Zook called for a receiver to
pass to Rex Grossman on a late
drive that would have tied the
game. Tt was the college equivalent
of turning John Elway into a receiv-
er with 2 minutes left. The pass got
intercepted. After the game, Zook
made the startling concession that
he’d let his assistants talk him into
calling the play.

The list goes on, but the results
stayed the same. Zook is 20-13 with
four games left. Spurrier lost 27
times in 150 games.

“It was a culmination of disap-
pointments — a lot of different things,” Foley ex-
plained.

Tronically, the timing of the firing may be the best
decision Foley has made in regard to Zook’s tenure.

Zook will coach the rest of the season, and his play-
ers — most of them as stubbornly loyal to him as he
is to them — will almost surely play hard for him. Tt
would come as no surprise to see the Gators win this
weekend against Georgia, which would make Zook
3-0 against Florida’s archrival.

But the best thing about the timing is it gives Foley
some breathing room to make a good decision. Al-
ready, Utah’s Urban Meyer is being considered a
candidate because he’s got a sharp football mind and
because Florida’s new president came from Utah.

‘Whether it’s Meyer, Stoops or — could it really
happen? — an answered “S.0.8” call for the return
of Stephen Orr Spurrier, Foley needs to make a long
list, interview thoroughly and make the right choice.

Because some day, Zook might get another
chance. Athletic directors, however, usually only get
one do-over on a decision this important.

A
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ND’s Brey gets contract extension

The Associated Press

SOUTH BEND, Ind. — Notre Dame basketball
coach Mike Brey received a two-year contract exten-
sion after leading the Irish to three NCAA tourna-
‘ments in four seasons.

It is the second two-year exten-
sion for Brey, who signed a
seven-year contract in July 2000.
The new contract, which was an-
nounced Monday, runs through
the 2010-11 season.

“Simply speaking, Mike Brey has done a brilliant
job leading Notre Dame basketball back to national
prominence,” athletic director Kevin White said.
“Mike represents the perfect Notre Dame fit.”

Brey, 45, has an 84-44 record at Notre Dame and
led the Irish to 20 wins and NCAA tournament bids
in his first three seasons and an NIT berth last sea-
son.

Notre Dame and Syracuse are the only Big East
teams to post winning conference records each of
the past four years.

Brey said he and White began talking about the

College
basketball

briefs

contract extension in the spring and reached an
agreement last week.

“This is a place that you should wind down your
coaching career at,” Brey said. “Hopefully 'm good
enough where they’ll let me do that. It's up to me
now.”

Wisconsin’s Wade on indefinite leave of absence

MADISON, Wis. — Boo Wade, expected to com-
pete to be Wisconsin’s starting point guard, is taking
an indefinite leave of absence from the team.

Coach Bo Ryan announced the move Monday, say-
ing Wade needed to “concentrate on some personal
issues,” and there was no timetable for his return.
Ryan didn’t give any details.

Wade, a junior, was suspended for two games last
season after his ex-g mrlfnend accused him of chok-
ing her during an incident in early February at her
apartment.

‘Wade pleaded no contest in April to two misde-
meanor counts in a plea deal. A battery charge was
reduced to disorderly conduct. A charge of bail
jumping resulted because Wade continued to con-
tact the woman after he was initially charged.
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Investigators examine wreckage for clues

Official says Hendrick plane slashed
through treetops before crashing

BY CHRIS KAHN

The Associated Press

PATRICK SPRINGS, Va. — Without a
flight data record or cockpit voice record-
er, investigators were trying to piece to-
gether what caused a Hendrick Motor-
sports plane to crash by poring over the
wreckage, radar data and transcript of
chatter between the pilot and air traffic
controllers.

National Transportation Safety Board of-
ficials said they do not immediately know
what caused the Beech 200 King Air to
crash Sunday en route from Concord, N.C.,
to Blue Ridge Airport for a NASCAR race
at Martinsville Speedway. Ten people died.

“We're in the data gathering phase of
this investigation,” the NTSB’s Brian
Rayner said Monday.

The Hendrick Motorsports plane — car-
rying family and friends of one of
NASCAR’s top teams — missed its first
landing attempt before it veered off course
and smashed into Bull Mountain, investiga-
tors said.

The crash killed everyone aboard, includ-
ing the son, brother and two nieces of team
owner Rick Hendrick. Hendrick did not
join the flight because he wasn’t feeling
well, a team spokesman said.

Pilots of at least 20 other planes, most of
them carrying sponsors and race fans, de-
cided it was too dangerous to land at Blue
Ridge Airport on Sunday, and instead
touched down at Danville Regional Airport
where landing in bad weather is easier.

Mike Rembold, manager of General Avi-
ation Inc. at the Danville airport, said the

pilots couldn't get into Blue Ridge because

“They were missing approaches,” he
said. “They would go down and not see the
runway and then go back up. They headed
here instead.”

Rayner told reporters it looked as if the
Hendrick plane slashed through the tree-
tops for about 100 feet before crashing into
the southeast face of Bull Mountain. The
impact left a crater in the mountainside
and remnants were thrown another 100
feet.

By Monday afternoon, the seven NTSB
and Federal Aviation Administration inves-
tigators had recovered all of the bodies,
then retreated to a church at the base of
the mountain to pray.

Earlier, a chaplain from the Motor Rac-
ing Outreach group met with Hendrick em-
ployees for a prayer service at the firm’s
North Carolina compound. Counselors and
chaplains were available for workers.

News of the crash halted Hendrick driv-
er Jimmie Johnson’s victory celebration
after the Subway 500 in Martinsville as
word of the deaths reached the Hendrick
team, which also includes drivers Jeff Gor-
don, Terry Labonte and Brian Vickers.

Ronnie Foley, 48, and Timothy Cooper,
43, said they saw the plane fly over Sunday
while they were waiting for the race to
begin on TV.

“It was like it was idling. It sounded like
it was at about half throttle,” said Cooper,
who was about three miles from the crash
site with Foley.

“Not that it sounded funny,” Cooper
said. “It just wasn’t as loud as it should

National
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Dennis Diaz, right, holds on as driver

Jeff Inman readies his four wheeler to head up Bull Mountain to the site of the Hendrick
Motorsports plane crash in Patrick Springs, Va. Ten people died in the crash on Sunday.

have been.”

The dead were Ricky Hendrick, 24, Rick
Hendrick’s son; John Hendrick, Rick Hen-
drick’s brother and president of Hendrick
Motorsports; Kimberly and Jennifer Hen-
drick, John Hendrick’s 22-year-old twin
daughters; Joe Jackson, an executive with

DuPont; Jeff Turner, general manager of
Hendrick Motorsports; Randy Dorton, 50,
the team’s chief engine builder; Scott Lath-
ram, 38, a pilot for NASCAR driver Tony
Stewart; and pilots Richard Tracy, S1, of
Charlotte, N.C., and Elizabeth Morrison, 31.

On the Net: http://www.hendrickmotorsports.com
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Racing community joins in Hendrick’s grief

BY MIKE HARRIS
The Associated Press

Richard Childress can empa-
thize with at least some of the de-
spair that fellow NASCAR team
owner Rick Hendrick is going
through.

Nearly four years ago, Dale
Earnhardt was killed while driv-
ing for Childress in the Daytona
500.

“I looked at Dale as a brother,
and I know what Rick and that
whole team are going through
today,” Childress said Monday.

Just 24 hours earlier, a plane
owned by Hendrick Motorsports
crashed. All 10 people aboard
were killed, including Hendrick’s
son, brother and twin nieces.

“What Rick’s got to do now is
rely on the people around him,”
Childress said. “He’s going to
find he has got a lot of support
from his team, his family and the
people in the garage.”

Hendrick has spent 20 years as
a NASCAR team owner and is
one of the big players in the sport.
Yet for all his success, he has
never lost the wide smile and
easy manner that make him wel-
come wherever he goes.

“Rick is one of those guys who
is everybody’s friend,” said Terry
Labonte, who has driven for Hen-
drick since 1994. “He can’t walk

20 feet in the garage without
someone wanting to shake his
hand or have a conversation.”

Now, Hendrick is grieving like
never before.

The plane crashed in fog en
route to a NASCAR race in Mar-
tinsville, Va. The dead included
Hendrick’s son, Ricky; brother
John; and John’s twin daughters,
Jennifer and Kimberly.

Also killed were Joe Jackson,
an executive with DuPont; Jeff
Turner, general manager of Hen-
drick Motorsports; Randy Dor-
ton, the team’s chief engine build-
er; Scott Lathram, a pilot for
NASCAR driver Tony Stewal
and pilots Richard Tracy and Eliz-
abeth Morrison.

Dale Earnhardt Jr. said this lat-
est rragedy hit the racing commu-

“like a hammer to the chest.”

The S5-year-old Hendrick,
owner of one of the nation’s big:
gest networks of auto

sports empire of 2004 has 460
workers at its North Carolina com-
pound, which includes several
race shops, buildings for the en-
gine department, a fabrication de-
partment, a paint shop and a mu-
seum and team store.

“As you look back at NASCAR
100 years from now, people are
certainly going to think of Rick as
one of the great car owners,” Chil-
dress said. “I've always said he
has class and integrity and he’s al-
ways been one of my favorite peo-
ple.”

Hendrick’s team released a
statement Monday on behalf of
the family, thanking everyone for
the “outpouring of support.”

Hendrick is credited with start-
ing the trend of multicar teams,
and he employs Johnson,
four-time NASCAR champion
Jeff Gordon, two-time champion
Labonte and Brian Vickers as his
Nextel Cup drivers. The team

already had a championship drag
boat team when he established
his NASCAR operation in 1984
with Geoffrey Bodine as his first
driver. The fledgling team won
three races that season and has
added 125 more wins, including
Jimmie Johnson’s victory Sunday
in Martinsville.

That first team had fewer than
20 full-time employees and a
small shop. The Hendrick Motor-

won an four con-
secutive Cup championships
from 1995-98.

Hendrick has had good times
off the track. He was a technical
adviser for the Tom Cruise movie
“Days of Thunder” and was one
of the four original owners of the
Charlotte Hornets.

There have been less happy
times, however. Tim Richmond,
who drove for Hendrick in the
'80s, had his career cut short by

AIDS which eventually killed

In 1996, Hendrick was diag-
nosed with a rare form of leuke-
mia. He underwent chemothera-
py and a bone marrow transplant,
turning over the operation of his
team to his brother until 1999,
when the disease went into remis-
sion.

During that period, Hendrick
pleaded guilty to mail fraud in-
volving the payment of $20,000 to
a Honda executive. He was fined
$250,000 but avoided jail time be-
cause of his leukemia. He was
later pardoned by President Clin-

“I don’t know what I would
have done without John during
that time,” Hendrick said after re-
suming leadership of the team.
“He gave me so much support
and stepped in, and everything
]usl kept on going like clock-
work

His brother has remained an in-
tegral part of the team as presi-
dent. Hendrick, however, made it
clear his plans for the organiza-
tion revolved around his son, who
decided after an injury during a
Busch Series race at Las Vegas to
give up driving and concentrate
on being a team owner.

“It affects all of us in motor-
sports when good people with
great talents are taken away from
you,” said driver John Andretti.
“We are all family in this garage.”
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Colts downplay confrontation
between Manning, Wayne

The Associated Press

INDIANAPOLIS —  Peyton
Manning and Reggie Wayne kept
quiet Monday. Their Indianapolis
Colts teammates didn’t think they
needed to say a word.

One day after Manning and
Wayne engaged in a shouting
match near the end of a 27-24 loss
to Jacksonville, the primary par-
ticipants did not make themselves
available to reporters, as usual.
Other players tried to explain
what led to Sunday’s sideline con-
frontation.

“It's  foot-
ball. Guys get
hot and tem-
pers  flare,”
center Jeff Sat-
urday  said.
“You didn’t see us pulling guys
back, so it’s not that big of a deal.”

It was an uncharacteristic dis-
traction for a team that won four
straight games before Sunday’s
loss.

Wayne and Manning jawed
briefly at each other, facemask to
facemask, and Wayne even
shoved last year’s NFL co-MVP
moments before the offense went
back onto the field with 33 sec-
onds left in the game.

Colts players tried to downplay
the incident.

Saturday said he thought it was
blown out of proportion and ac-
knowledged he’s engaged in occa-
sional shouting matches either in
the huddle or on the sideline with
other offensive linemen, calling it
part of the game.

Arrington re-injures knee

ASHBURN, Va. — LaVar Ar-
rington strained his right knee in
practice Monday, a setback for
the three-time Pro Bowl lineback-
er who is hoping to play this week
after missing four games.

Arrington was hurt on a wet
practice field as the Washington
Redskins ~ returned from a
four-day, bye-weekend vacation.

“I think he just kind of slipped
on the grass out there,” coach Joe
Gibbs said.

Arrington had surgery on the
knee Sept. 23. He was optimistic
that he could use the extra week
of rest during the bye to return
for Sunday’s game against the
Green Bay Packers.

Arrington took the field in full
pads Monday, but his injury
prompted yet another trip to see a
doctor before practice ended.

“I don’t think it's much of a set-
back, but we’ll see,” Gibbs said.

Bears hypass Couch

LAKE FOREST, Ill. — The Chi-
cago Bears passed on signing Tim
Couch and will stick with the
three quarterbacks on their roster
with rookie Craig Krenzel possi-
bly starting Sunday night’s home
game against San Francisco.

Couch, the top overall pick in
the 1999 draft, had a tryout on Fri-
day and Saturday with the Bears,
who lost starting quarterback
Rex Grossman to a season-ending
knee injury in the third week.

Both Krenzel and Jonathan
Quinn played a half in Sunday’s
19-7 loss to Tampa Bay. Krenzel,
in his first NFL appearance, com-
pleted nine of 19 passes for 69

Colts quarterback Peyton Manning got into a heated exchange with
receiver Reggie Wayne during Sunday’s loss to Jacksonville.

NFL injury update

Injuries to prominent NFL players, fol
lowed by, tea mn'ows See Fri
ay's edition for complete injury repor
provided by the lea
526! M\ke Alstott (knee)
weels.

Jonathan Ogden (ham:
string) and TE Todd Heap (knee) are
both doubtful,

whoyss: WR Terry Glenn (foot) out
atleast two weeks.
Titans: RB Chris Brown (toe) is ques-
tionable,
s: RB DeShaun Foster (collar-
ooy v e surgery and miss the
rest of the seasor

yards and led the Bears to their
only score. But he also threw an
interception.

Quinn, who had a 77-yard
screen pass TD called back on the
first play, was 5-for-9 for 47 yards
after making his third straight

start.

Smith would not say who would
start practice Wednesday as the
No. 1 quarterback. But he did say
the Bears were no longer interest-
ed in Couch.

“As much as anything, we like
the three quarterbacks we're
working with right now,” Smith
said.

Fisher says McNair day-to-day

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Steve
McNair is hurting, frustrated and
just wants to get healthy.

For now, the Tennessee Titans
will only say he’s day-to-day.

McNair_bruised his sternum
for the third time in five weeks
during Sunday’s 20-3 loss at Min-
nesota. The latest hit didn’t send
him to a hospital like the first one
on Sept. 26 did, but he spent three
quarters on the sideline in
enough pain he could only take
shallow breaths.

Coach Jeff Fisher said Monday
that a CT scan showed a hemato-
ma on McNair’s sternum and that

the quarterback still was sore.

Whether McNair rests Sunday
when the Titans (2-5) host the Cin-
cinnati Bengals is uncertain. Fish-
er listed McNair as questionable
the week the quarterback spent
two nights in a hospital, then deac-
tivated him before a loss at San
Diego.

The Titans have their bye Nov.
7, which would offer McNair a
chance to rest.

e've discussed it,” Fisher
said. “We'll consider it, but we'll
see how he is. When he was a lit-
tle sore last week, we held him
out of practice. He came back . . .
and was fine. He’s going to have
to work through this. We'll just
list him as day-to-day.”

Moss expected to play more
against Giants

EDEN PRAIRIE, Minn. —
Randy Moss is expected to play a
‘meaningful role for the Minneso-
ta Vikings this weekend against
the Giants, even without a fully
healed right hamstring.

The Vikings started Moss on
Sunday to keep his consecutive
games streak alive at 102, but the
All-Pro wide receiver was limited
to two snaps and did not catch a
pass in Minnesota’s 20-3 victory
over Tennessee.

“Hopefully he'll progress more
this week, and we’ll be able to use
him in an active role,” coach
Mike Tice said Monday. “I don’t
anticipate he'll be at speed
enough to play his normal role,
which is every play of the game
and every situation.”

Tice said he didn’t know if his
star would practice this week, but
he indicated Moss could be useful
inside the 20-yard line or on third
downs on Sunday against New
York.
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Chargers head coach Marty Schottenheimer, left, wants San Diego to
keep its 4-3 record and playoff outlook in perspective.

San Diego charged
by talk of playoffs

BY BERNIE WILSON
The Associated Press

SAN DIEGO — Surprise, sur-
prise. Look who’s above .500 and
talking about making a playoff
push.

None other than the San Diego
Chargers.

A year ago, the Chargers were
the NFL’s worst team and missed
the playoffs for the eighth
straight season. Now they've won
as many games as they did last
year, improving to 4-3 with a 17-6
road win over last year’s surprise
team, the Carolina Panthers.

After splitting games in consec-
utive trips to the East Coast, the
Chargers feel like they actually
have a chance.

“We want to make a playoff
push,” said running back LaDaini-
an Tomlinson, who continues to
play despite a strained groin mus-
cle that had him limping off the
field Sunday.

“I think we are in a very good
position,” said quarterback Drew
Brees, who was all but shoved
aside by management in the off-
season, only to bounce back re-
markably with a 95.5 passer rat-
ing, sixth best in the NFL.

“We like where we are right
now,” Brees said. “We are start-
ing to find ourselves as a team.
We are kind of blazing that path
in where we want to go.”

They’re also trying to keep it in
perspecnve After all, they start-
ed 6-1in 2002, Marty Schottenhe-
imer’s first season as coach, only
to lose seven of their last nine. In
2001, Tomlinson’s first season,
the Chargers were 5-2 before los-
ing their last nine.

Still, the Chargers clearly are
opening some eyes around the
league.

“I've gotten phone calls from
friends, and people are kind of
surprised at how much success
we've had thus far,” said lineback-
er Steve Foley, who signed as a
free agent in the offseason. “I'm
trying not to get overly excited

about it. We still have tons of ball
left. But I'm feeling good as far as
where we’re at right now. The at-
mosphere in the locker room is
positive, and that's what it's going
to have to continue to be for us to
be successful.

“No one’s riding a high horse or
anything, but everyone realizes
what we have here and our poten-
tial, I guess, how far we can go
and how many victories we can
get,” Foley said. “So hopefully it'll
get us in the playoffs.”

That would be fine with newly
acquired wide receiver Keenan
McCardell, who helped the
Tampa Bay Buccaneers rout the
Oakland Raiders in the Super
Bowl here two seasons ago.

“I think we can make the play-
offs,” said McCardell, who caught
five passes for 65 yards in his
Chargers debut after missing the
first six games with the Bucs in a
holdout. “I'm not going to put us
out on a limb like that, but if we
keep getting better, why not us?
We're in the hunt just like every-
body else. Why not?”

Only two of the Chargers’ last
nine opponents have winning
records. Next up are consecutive
home games against Oakland
(2-5) and New Orleans (3-4).

Schottenheimer, naturally,
doesn’t read too much into the

hargers’ record.

“We're 4-3. And that’s only one
game above .500, and .500 won’t
get it in this league,” he said.

But he does like the direction
the Chargers are going, that
they’re picking up Wade Phillips’
3-4 defense and how McCardell
brings a needed veteran presence
to the receiving corps.

And he practically raved Mon-
day about rookie kicker Nate
Kaeding, who’s made 10 of 11
field goal attempts and all 21
PATs, and punter Mike Scifres, a
second-year pro who repeatedly
has pinned opponents deep in

their territory.
_“The biggest difference is the
game,” Schottenheimer

said. “It’s dramatic.”



October 27, 2004

NFL scorehoard

American Conference
Ea:
L T pet PE PA
New England 0 01000 148 90
10 83 137 102
Bulfalo 5 0 .167 77 106
80 143 86 121
uth
Jacksonville 20 41212
Indianapolis 2 0 .667 183 133
3 0 .500 138 137
Tennessee 5 0 28 124 158
North
pittsburgh 10 833136114
Baltimore 2 0 .667 117 8
Cleveland 4 0 .429 147 147
Cincinnatt 40 333106 139
West
Denver 20 718140
San Die%o 3 0 571177 142
Kansas City 4 0 333161 142
©Oakland 5 0 .286 124 181
National Conference
Ea:
L T Pct PF PA
Ph\ladelphla 0 01.000 171 94
2 0 67 117 100
Dal\as 4 0 .333 107 156
Washington 40 333 84 95
South
Atlanta 2 0 718129 142
New Orleans 4 0 .429 154 191
Tampa Bay 5 0 .286 109 124
Carolina 5 0 .167 83135
North
anesota 10 .833170 128
2 0 67 116 123
Green Bay 4 0 429178 172
Chicago 5 0 .167 85108
West
st Louis 30 571158165
Seattle 3 0 .500 129 101
Arizona 4 0 .333 112 104
San Francisco 0 ‘67 105 155
Slm ¥ games
Miami 31, St. Lovis 14

Deiroit 28, N.Y. Gants 13
Saltimore 20, Buffa
msas ity 6
Jacksonwl 37 \nmanagohszl
a Bay 19, Chica
17 Caroiing
C\evelandﬂ ot

New Er\g\and lna Y ne¢s7

Green By
Rrema sk, Saatie
Newor\eansil Oak\ar\d 2
Open: Pittsb Washmqlun san Fran-
cisco, Hous(on

Cincinnati 23, Denver Y game
unday, Oct. 31

indianapolis at Kansas Ci
Saltimore at (Pmladelph\a

nne:
Carolina at

Kilanta at benver

Qakland at San Diego

New Engiand at Pitisburgh

San Francisco at Chics

Bpen: Tampa Bay. St Lois, New Orleans,
Cleveland

Monday, Nov. 1
Miami at N.Y. Jets

Monday
Bengals 23, Broncos 10
073 0-10
Cmcmllall  Quart 1 67 3-23
Cin—C.. mhnsan 50 pass irom Palmer (Gra-
ham kick),
nd Quarter
Cin—FG Graham 53 5::
BT R.Smith 3 pass from Plummer (Elam
ic
GG rahap 34, 00,
uarter
Den—FG Elam
Cin—Ru.Jofnson 36 run (Graham kick, 02.

gin=re Graham e

A=
Den  Cin

First downs 2 13
Total Net Yards 18 31
Rushes-yarc 26123 33133
Passing: 19 188
Punt Returns 12 325
Kickoff Retus 8 36t
Interceptions Ret. 248
Comp-Att-Int 12211
Sacked-Yards Lost 110
Bunt 5382
Penames Vards 965
ime of Possession 27:31

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
ghns 26-110, Watts

-Denver, Plummer 23-40-2-221.
 Paimer 12:21,1:105

wer, L
Watts & N Jackeon
Cing Clofnson 1

Missed field g\ul Denver, Elam 49 (WL).

Play the

l:hnilm_gg_‘
WIN CASH!

Mondays in Stars and Stripes
on Oconus.com

- STARS AND STRIPES - MIDEAST EDITION -

PAGE 29

Johnson comes through for Bengals

Star wideout
sets tone early
for Cincinnati

BY JOE KAY
The Associated Press

CINCINNATI — The ball was
in the air and Champ Bailey was
on the ground, watching Chad
Johnson pull away with no one be-
tween him and the end zone.

Would the chastened receiver
drop the ball the way he did so
many times a week ago? Not a
chance. Not with his reputation
on the line. Not with a city’s hopes
on his fingerti

Johnson’s 50-; yard touchdown
catch gave the Cincinnati Bengals
the gumption they needed to beat
the Denver Broncos 23-10 in their
long-awaited and somewhat
dreaded return to “Monday Night
Football.”

“This was what we needed,”
said Johnson, who had seven
catches for 149 yards.

Rarely has a franchise and a
city needed so much from one

me.

The Bengals (2-4) hadn’t hosted
a Monday night game in 15 years
and hadn’t even played in one
since 1992, an exile that reflected
their ineptitude. No other team
had gone so long without appear-
ing in the Monday night lineup.

As this one approached, a sense
of dread festered. The crowd of
65,806 — the largest ever at Paul
Brown Stadium — was hoping the
last-place team wouldn’t become
another national embarrassment.

Quite the opposite.

The Broncos (5-2) played the
role of bumblers, failing to get
what it needed out of the league’s
top running game and one of its
very best defenses.

“We just didn’t have it,” said
Reuben Droughns, who ran for
110 yards but fumbled and failed
to convert short-yardage plays.
“It seemed like they had more
fight than us.”

One play got the Bengals hyped
for the upset.

Johnson ran right past Bailey,

Bengals receiver Chad Johnson celebrates with fans after Cincinnati beat Denver 23-10 on Monday night.

who stumbled and fell while the
receiver pulled away for his
50-yard touchdown play midway
through the first quarter. All it
took was one play to get the Ben-
gals believing.

“They believe in covering
man-to-man and loading up to
stop the run,” said quarterback
Carson  Palmer, who was
12-for-21 for 198 yards. “We were
counting on Chad, leaning on
Chad to get open and catch balls
downfield.”

He did it all night, winning the
marquee matchup of Pro Bowl re-
ceiver vs. Pro Bowl cornerback.

“I'm not afraid of any chal-
lenge,” said Bailey, who has rare-
ly been beaten so often. “I feel
like I am the best. I don’t care
who is out there.”

He had trouble covering a re-

ceiver  who
self-doubt.

Johnson was coming off his
most embarrassing game, a 34-17
loss in Cleveland that left the
focus on him. Johnson had sent
the Browns’ defensive backs bot-
tles of Pepto-Bismol in advance,
teasing that they’d get sick trying
to cover him. Instead, he had
three harmless catches, three
drops and a sick feeling himself.

He was low-key all week, won-
dering how he could have such a
bad game. On Monday, he made
amends.

“I expect to do it said
Johnson, who had two 50-yard
catches in the first half to set the
tone. “That’s why I was so both-
ered by last week. I'm glad I was
able to bounce back after the hor-
rible game I played last week.”

was  fighting

The Broncos will be doing
some soul-searching after this
one.

The Bengals repeatedly gave
them openings to rally, managing
only three field goals out of five
drives inside the 20-yard line.

Denver simply wasn't up to it.

Jake Plummer threw two inter-
ceptions and was sacked three
times. And a defense that ranked
among the league’s best in every
category allowed Johnson to get
open and Rudi Johnson to run for
119 yards and a touchdown.

“They were ready for a big
game,” said Plummer, 23-for-40
for 221 yards.

And now, they’re ready for an-
other.

“Please come back before 2019
AD.” a fan’s sign pleaded to the
Monday night schedulers.

Request noted.

Injured secondary is Packers’ primary concern

BY ARNIE STAPLETON
The Associated Press

GREEN BAY, Wis. — The
Green Bay Packers might have to
play at Washington this week
with four starters in the second-
ary who weren't in the lineup last
season.

Safety Darren Sharper and cor-
nerback Al Harris sprained
knees in Green Bay’s win over
Dallas on Sunday.

Sharper left in the second quar-
ter with a frayed posterior cruci-
ate ligament, a rare injury even in
the NFL. A brace is on order and
surgery has been ruled out, coach
Mike Sherman said Monday.

Bhawoh Jue, who replaced
Sharper on Sunday, would start in

his spot opposite newcomer Mark
Roman if Sharper can’t play
against the Redskins.

Harris sprained the medial col-
lateral ligament in his right knee
in the second half but stayed in
the game.

“We’re gomg to rest it up and
ice it and pray,” he said.

If he can’t play Sunday, the top
options to start opposite left cor-
nerback Ahmad Carroll are fel-
low rookies Joey Thomas and
Jason Horton.

Sharper was injured in the sec-
ond quarter when he leaped to
spike the ball away from receiver
Keyshawn Johnson in the end
zone and Johnson came down on
top of him.

He limped to the locker room,

and an MRI on Monday con-
firmed a sprained PCL, the
knee’s primary ligament for sta-
bility, which prevents the knee
from bending backward. A com-
plete tear of the ligament would
have required reconstruction and
up to a year of rehabilitation.

Jue is in his fourth year and has
played mostly cornerback in the
nickel and dime sets when
healthy, although he’s been prac-
ucmg at safety all season.

who gave up winnin

touchdowns to Philadelphia and
Kansas City when pressed into
duty at cornerback last season,
said he won’t disappoint this time
around.

“If the guy is passing me the
keys to the car, I'm going to make
sure I don't crash it,” he said.

Thomas made his debut in the
dime defense Sunday and got ex-
tensive playing time once Sharp-
er went out.

Sherman said Michael Haw-
thorne, who started the first five
games at left cornerback before
Carroll won the job, isn’t as good
an option to play Harris’s spot on
the right side.

“I think he believes, as we do,
that his best position is at safety,”
Sherman said.

Quarterback Brett Favre also is
injured with a sprained right
hand, and his practice work will
be limited this week, offensive co-
ordinator Tom Rossley said.

The Packers (3-4) have their
open date after facing Washing:
ton (2-4), but Sherman said lhal
won't affect who suits up against
the Redskins.
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Capt. Jill Metzger, an executive officer at U.S. Air Forces in Europe’s operations section, won the Air Force
Marathon in September and will run in this weekend’s Marine Corps Marathon in Arlington, Va.

Air Force Marathon champion
Metzger pulling double duty

BY RUSTY BRYAN
Stars and Stripes

RAMSTEIN AIR BASE, Ger-
many — Jill Metzger’s clearly not
one to rest on her laurels.

Just 38 days after winning a sec-
ond straight Air Force Marathon
last month in Dayton, Ohio,
Metzger left Germany on Tues-
day to run this Saturday’s 29th an-
nual U.S. Marine Corps Marathon
in Arlington, Va.

Even by the up-tempo stan-
dards of today’s military, the
six-week break between the two
races is the marathon equivalent
of back-to-back missions.

“It wasn’t planned that way in
advance,” Metzger, 31, said of her
marathon-a-month schedule. “In
August, a message came down
from Air Force headquarters re-
questing people to represent the
Air Force in the Marine Corps
Marathon. Since I had won the
Air Force Marathon the year be-
fore, I was kind of name-embed-
ded in the request.”

Metzger, who has run in 16 mar-
athons, knew that running in both
races would be tough. Her train-
ing has been limited by her
12-hour days as executive officer
for the operations section of U.S.
Air Forces in Europe war-fight-
ing sub-component.

“I was torn at first,” said
Metzger, who added that she usu-
ally plans her training for an
eventa year in advance. “I knew I
wasn’t going to be as prepared as
I should be.”

In the end, however, her Air
Force pride and her competitive
juices tipped the balance.

“I'm going to do more than just
run,” she said. “I'm going to shoul-
der the responsibility of repre-
senting the Air Force and build re-
lationships with runners from the
other services.”

And compete in a big-time
event.

“The Air Force Marathon is

&k 'm going
to shoulder the
responsibility of
representing the
Air Force and
build
relationships
with runners
from the other
services.

Jill Metzger
marathon runner

fairly new,” Metzger said of the
event she’s dominated the past
two years. “The Marine Corps
event is much larger. It's a sea-
soned, mature event attractive to
professional runners.”

Although Metzger, who said
she’s never had any formal mara-
thon coaching, is quick to stress
that she’s an amateur and not a
professional, she’s hoping the
strong field will help her reach a
goal she’s set for Saturday.

“I'd like to go under three
hours,” said Metzger, who won at
Dayton in 3:06:06.

Can she better that time just six
weeks later?

“That’s a pretty quick turn-
around,” said Leigh Plowman of
Garmisch, who placed 27th in his
age category at last year’s Iron-
man Triathlon in Hawaii. “But
she won’t have to worry about
peaking at the right time. She’ll
have to depend on her high level
of fitness.”

Metzger is philosophical about
the limited training regimen.

“If you're not ready a month be-
fore the race, you're not ready,”
she said. “I'm relying on my train-
ing over the past several months
to see me through.”

1t's not as though she’s never
stacked races before.

“The shortest amount of time
for me between marathons was
one week,” she said, recalling an

astounding September in 2002.

In Sept. 2002, Metzger ran the
Air Force Marathon then turned
around the following weekend to
run the Berlin Marathon with her
friend, Capt. Angela Johnson, she
said.

“We ran the marathon in memo-
ry of her late husband, Capt. Luke
Johnson, who had planned to run
in Berlin but was killed in an F-16
crash at Spangdahlem in March
2002,” Metzger said. “She trained
and ran in his place.”

Metzger, who will start Satur-
day’s race with less emotional tur-
moil than in Berlin, said she
hopes her Air Force victory will
serve as a slmgshot for Samrday

“When you're preparing for a
marathon, there’s more involved
than just training,” she said. “You
have to reach a competitive level,
usually by scheduling a race
sometime before the event. The
Air Force Marathon will help me
achieve my competitive edge.”

To Metzger, a former college
soccer player at East Carolina
University who didn’t begin run-
ning seriously until commis-
sioned in the Air Force eight
years ago, competition is the staff
of life.

“Once you get a taste of victo-
ry,” said Metzger, who has won
four marathons in her career,
“it’s like blood to a vampire. It
feels so good it's almost like a
drug. Once you get it, you want it
again.”

Metzger downplayed her chanc-
es, however, of tasting victory for
a fifth time in her career this Sat-
urday.

“I'm not shooting for first
place,” she said. “T'll try to be as
competitive as possible.”

E-mail Rusty Bryan at:
bryanr@mail.estripes.osd.mil

It’s all too easy
for Sox diehards

Up 2-0, cursed fans can’t get cocky

BOSTON — Not too giddy, now,
all you members of Red Sox Na-
tion.

Deep breath. Cowboy down.

You immigrants, newly en-
sconced in this deeply scarred ter-
ritory, arriving by jam-packed
bandwagon, you don't know any
better, of course. It just looked
like a cool place to hang out, with
all that energy and all that hair.

But all you native sons and
daughters, the diehards who have
spent their whole life on this hal-
lowed turf, you folks with all
those generational wounds to
heal — like the guy carrying the
sign outside Fenway Park Sunday
that read, “Will Donate
Semi-Healthy Liver For Tickets”
— you, of all people, should know
better.

Granted, that two-games-to-
none lead over St. Louis, after
Sunday’s 6-2 victory at Fenway,
looks awfully enticing, especially
with Pedro Martinez ready to go
on Tuesday against — hold your
smirks — Jeff Suppan.

We all know that Pedro chews
up the Jeff Suppans of the world
and spits them out. He’s their
daddy. And when he runs out of
gas at Busch Stadium, as he in-
variably does these days, they’ve
got the indefatigable Keith
Fnulke just waiting to make it

The Red Sox seem touched by
some higher power right now,
and for once, it's a good thing.

They've got Curt Schilling
pitching on the “inspirational mir-
acle a week” installment plan. He
was brilliant again Sunday, his
ankle tendon jerry-rigged into
shape long enough to work six
nearly flawless innings, after he
woke up Sunday morning con-
vinced he couldn’t pitch.

The Red Sox have Schilling to
draw upon, “a man among kids,”
Johnny Damon said. The Sox
have Mark Bellhorn, about to be
inducted into the Unknown Hero
Hall of Fame. They have David
Ortiz being pitched around like
he’s the American League Barry
Bonds — and for good reason.
They've got Foulke breaking all
of Tony La Russa’s rules about
using a closer for more than one
inning.

It's so close now, you can al-
most taste the celebratory Sam

lams.

Shoot, if the Red Sox can whip
the Cardinals twice while making
four errors a game, just imagine
what they can do if they remem-
ber to pack their gloves for the
trip to St. Louis.

Wrong attitude. These are the
Red Sox. This could just as easily
be a setup for disaster as for tri-
umph. Don’t you know a trap
when you see one? Have you for-
gotten your history so quickly, oh,
deluded ones?

Teams can blow 2-0 leads.
Heck, in 1986, the Red Sox won
the first two games of the World
Series against the Mets — in New
York, no less — and if memory
serves, that didn’t end well.

Teams can
even blow 3-0
leads, and do
we need any
further com-
ment?

Right now,
the Red Sox
have the gold-
en touch,
which is amaz-
ing consider-

Larry Stone

ing they've al-
ready made
more  boots

than Tony Lama. Four E's a game
is not exactly the patented formu-
1a for success.

Sunday, it was Bill Mueller
playing the role of Manny
Ramirez, committing not one, not
two, but three errors, and living
to tell the tale. Sure the field was
slick, but the Red Sox are playing
like the ball’s been bathed in baby
oil.

Said Damon, “We made some
mistakes, but you know what? Big
deal.”

Danger, Nation, danger. Now’s
not the time for the Red Sox to go
all cocksure on you. Oh, they said
all the right things in the victori-
ous clubhouse about learning
their lesson in the Yankees series,
that it ain’t over till it's over. But
saying it and embracing it are two
different things.

“Two-oh is a great position to
be in, but the next game is the
most important of the season,”
Damon said. “We’re going out
with that attitude. We’d much
rather be 3-0 than 2-1.”

That’s the spirit, particularly in
light of the fact that St. Louis had
the best home record in the ma-
jors this year and hasn’t dropped
‘a postseason game at Busch in six
outings.

The Cardinals, however, were
showing definite signs of frustra-
tion as they headed out of Boston.
Pitching coach Dave Duncan,
asked about the 14 walks and
three hit batters his pitchers have
ylelded in 16 innings, bristled a

“We’ll see how patient they are
when we get to St. Louis,” he said.
“I'll be impressed if they’re that
patient in St. Louis.”

Ray King, the Cardinals’ reliev-
er, ranted about the slow pace of
American League baseball, ques-
tioning the Red Sox for taking too
long to change pitchers and tak-
ing too long to get into the batter’s

“American League games are
too long,” said King. “Baseball’s a
game where you get in and out.
You bat, you throw, you catch. If
you want to be on TV, become an
actor. You're at the ballpark,
you're ready to go. It's a game of
baseball, not a fashion show.”

Yeah, the reeling Cardinals are
frazzled and desperate, needing
nothing less than a major up-
grade and/or a Red Sox collapse
to save them.

In other words, got ’em right
where they want 'em.

Larry Stone is a sports columnist for
The Seattle Times.
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Philadelphia
interviews
Bell in hunt
for manager

The Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA — Buddy
Bell wants a chance to manage a
contending team instead of a re-
building one, and sees the Phila-
delphia Phillies as a perfect situa-
tion. That his son, David Bell, is
the starting third baseman has
nothing to do with it.

“He’s comfonable wnh the snu-

elder Bell sald
Monday.

“He’s more es-
tablished than
he was six or

MLB
briefs

problem and he says he’s comfort-
able and that’s all I care about.”

Bell was the fourth candidate to
interview for the vacant manage-
rial position after Larry Bowa
was fired and the first one who
grounded and hit grounders to
one of the playe:

The Phillies already have inter-
viewed former managers Don
Baylor, Charlie Manuel and
Grady Little and will interview
former Phillies manager Jim
Fregosi on Tuesday, former Phil-
lies catcher John Russell on
Wednesday and Braves hitting
coach Terry Pendleton on Thurs-

day.

General Manager Ed Wade
said there’s one other candidate
he might talk to, but he disclosed
no details. The Phillies could
have a new manager by next
week, he said.

Ex-Yankees accept probation
for 2003 bullpen brawl

BOSTON — Two former New
York Yankees players who alleg-
edly assaulted a Fenway Park
groundskeeper during the 2003
American League Championship
Series agreed Tuesday to a deal
that calls for the charges against
them to be dropped in six months.

Pitcher Jeff Nelson and out-
fielder Karim Garcia agreed to
pretrial probation at a hearing in
Roxbury District Court. The play-
ers will perform 50 hours of com-
munity service and be evaluated
to determine whether they need
to attend an anger management

program.

Nelson, 37, now plays for the
Texas Rangers. Garcia, 28, was
released this August from the Bal-
timore Orioles.

Mets interview Randolph

NEW YORK — Willie Randol-
phinterviewed for the Mets’ man-
agerial job Monday, and stressed
that his many years with the Yan-
kees will serve him well if he gets
a chance to run a team that
proved a big flop in the second
half of the season.

“I'm a winner; T know about
winning,” he said during a confer-
ence call. “That’s what you have
to rely on. It's not rocket science.”

Randolph is a former star sec-
ond baseman with the Yankees in
the 1970s and 1980s. He spent 11
years on the Yankees' coaching
staff, this past season his first as
manager Joe Torre’s bench
coach. He hopes to succeed Art
Howe, who was dismissed Sept.
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Boston Red Sox first basemen Kevin Millar, left, and David Ortiz laugh during a workout at Busch Stadi

St. Louis on Monday. The Red Sox led the World Series 2-0 entering Game 3 on Tuesday night.

Schilling’s return doubtful

Red Sox hoping to close out Cardinals before
hobbled ace’s next scheduled start in Game 6

BY MIKE FITZPATRICK
The Associated Press

ST. LOUIS — The Boston Red
Sox will try to get Curt Schilling
ready for another World Series
start. They certainly hope they
don’t need to use him.

Pitching again with his dam-
aged ankle tendon stitched down,
Schilling led Boston to a 6-2 victo-
Ty over St. Louis on Sunday night.
Needing only two more wins to
clinch the title, the Red Sox hope
they can close out the Cardinals
before the right-hander’s next
scheduled start, in Game 6.

But Boston is planning ahead

anyway.

“We’ll do the same thing we al-
ways do, evaluate him and pre-
pare for his next start,” manager
Terry Francona said Monday.
“This isn’t something we would
do for 30 starts, obviously.”

Schilling limped through the
clubhouse Monday, his ankle red
and swollen. Marks from the su-
tures were visible, but the pitcher
said he was fine.

Before Game 2, team physician
Dr. Bill Morgan raised doubts
about whether the unprecedented
medical procedure could be per-
formed on Schilling’s ankle a
third time without risking further

lamage.

“We need to examine him after
the start, day after the start, two
days after the start, first side ses-
sion, see how he feels and see if
there’s a path possible, medical
treatment that can get him out on
the mound healthy with good me-
chanics so he can be effective,”
General Manager Theo Epstein
said. “If we can find that path,
we'll take it, but if not we’ll shut
him down.”

HOME SWEET HOME: The Car-

World Series notes

dinals are thrilled to be sleeping
in their own beds again because
their trip to Boston last weekend
was frustrating in several ways.

Not only did St. Louis lose the
first two games of the World Se-
ries, the team’s hotel was in Quin-
cy, Mass.,, about a 30-minute
drive from Fenway Park. Cardi-
nals manager Tony La Russa was
clearly angry about it.

“It was real disappointing,” La
Russa said. “That’s why I suggest-
ed that we make the Boston hotel
in Jefferson City (Mo.). Boslon
should have taken care of it.

Jefferson City, the capital of

issouri, is about 90 miles west
of St. Louis. The home team is re-
sponsible for arranging accommo-
dations for the visitors, and the
Cardinals set up the Red Sox at a
hotel only blocks from Busch Sta-
dium this week.

Red Sox spokesman Glenn Gef-
fner said Major League Baseball
reserved 250 rooms in downtown
Boston and that 100 rooms had
been set aside for the visiting
team. But he said the hotel pulled
back its 100 rooms a few weeks
ago and the Red Sox then set up
an alternate hotel.

The lowlight for La Russa came
when the team bus arrived at the
hotel around 2 am. on Sunday
after an 11-9 loss in Game 1. The
hotel arranged to keep the dining
room open for the Cardinals’ pri-
vate use, but they weren’t happy
with the menu.

“We walked in there and there
was pizza, hot dogs, hamburgers
and wings,” La Russa said. “So,
that was our guys’ first World Se-
ries experience.”

MARQUIS MATCHUP: Cardi-
nals right-hander Jason Marquis
is still scheduled to start Game 4
on Wednesday night against Bos-
ton, even though he pitched in re-
lief Sunday.

Marquis worked a scoreless
seventh in Game 2, his first in-
ning out of the bullpen this sea-
son. The team was not happy with
his previous two starts in the post-
season.

“One of the best things that hap-
pened yesterday was to get him
out there and get him a little
work,” manager Tony La Russa
said Monday. “With two days off,
he’ll be ready to go.”

Marquis said Sunday was sup-
posed to be his bullpen day any-

“I sort of used it as a tuneup in
my mind. It should be no problem
for Game 4,” he said.

Marquis made two starts in the
playoffs, allowing six runs in 8/
innings. He started Game 2 of the
division series against Los Ange-
les, then was bumped to the No. 4
starter in the NLCS and World Se-
ries.

HIGHLY RATED: Boston's 6-2
victory Sunday got a 15.9 fast na-
tional rating and 24 share, the
highest-rated Game 2 since Atlan-
ta’s 4-3 victory over Cleveland in
1995 got a 19.4/31.

Boston’s 11-9 win in Saturday’s
opener gota13.7 fast national rat-
ing, the highest for an opener
since a 14.2/26 for Game 1 in 1999
between the New York Yankees
and Atlanta.

The rating is the percentage of
television households tuned to a
telecast, and the share is the per-
centage tuned to a telecast among
those households with televisions
on at the time.

Busch: Ortiz
playing 1B
to stay in

Sox lineup

BUSCH, FROM BACK PAGE

A crowd of about 52,000 —
mostly clad in Cardinal red, what
else? — was expected when the
Series resumed Tuesday night,
with Jeff Suppan starting against
Boston’s Pedro Martinez.

“I think it’s a big edge,” Cardi-
nals manager Tony La Russa said
Monday after his team’s optional
workout. “There’s no doubt that
the home crowd being excited
pumps up the home team.”

St. Louis hit .282 at Busch this
year — 10 points higher than on
the road. The Cardinals’ ERA was
3.54 at home, 3.96 on the road.

Boston was 55-26 at Fenway
with a .304 average but was just
44-38 on the road and hit .260. Es-
pecially before the July 31 acqui-
sition of Gold Glove shortstop Or-
lando Cabrera, the Red Sox strug-
gled on the road.

“When we went to Toronto or
Minnesota or a bigger ballpark,
we got exposed,” Francona said.

With the move to the NL ball-
park, Boston will lose the desig-
nated hitter. Not wanting to lose
the bat of ALCS MVP David
Ortiz, the Red Sox will sit Kevin
Millar and start Ortiz at first,
where he looks like a carbon copy
of former Boston infielder Mo
Vaughn.

“He’s a big guy, so he doesn’t
have a lot of range,” Red Sox Gen-
eral Manager Theo Epstein said,
“but he works pretty well around
the bag and his hands are softer
than you might think.”

And with no DH, pitchers will
have to bat, at least in the early in-
nings. Derek Lowe, Boston’s
Game 4 starter, took batting prac-
tice as a nearly full moon rose. He
tried to remember when his hit-
ting last gained attention.

“I think when I was 7, I was
player of the week in Little
League,” he said.

Basehall scoreboard

World Series

Saturday, Oct. 23
Boston 11, St. Louis 9

unday, Oct. 24
Boston 6, St. Louis 2, Boston leads series
20

Tuesday, Oct. 26

Eoston) (Martinez 16-9) at St. Louis (Sup-
Wednesday, O

SB%stnn (Lowe 14-12) at SI Lams (Marquis

Oct. 28

Boston at St. I.ouvs \f nc:cissary

St. Louis at Bosmn W necessary

St. Louis at Boslon \f necessary

World Series linescores

Game 1
8t Louis o 30z 020- 911 1

B iams, Haren 3, Ca\em (7), mem,

—Foulke 1.0, [—Tavarez 5

Louis, LWalker (1. Boston, Dortiz fii=d
Game.

m 10 ot0-25 0

4

Vorts, Eldred (5), King | HON Marquls( 5l

st Louis

Reyes (§) and Matheny; Schilling, Embree
(), Timiin (8), Foulke (8 znd Varitek.
W-—schilling 1-0. L—Mor
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At 4-3, surprising Chargers
opening eyes around league,
Page 28

Cardinals set to nest

Return to Busch changes St. Louis’ outlook

BY RONALD BLUM

The Associated Press

ST. LOUIS — Players were back in
shirt sleeves, and many of the 96 arch-
es atop Busch Stadium were lit by the
late-afternoon sun as the Red Sox
took batting practice.

It sure wasn’t Boston.

It was 78 degrees when the Red Sox
worked out Monday in St. Louis’
130-foot high, cookie-cutter ballpark.
That was 28 degrees higher than the
temperature back in Boston, where
the Red Sox won Games 1 and 2 of the
World Series last weekend.

Boston’s quirky Fenway Park,
opened in 1912, has its idiosyncrasies:
the Green Monster in left, the triangle
in center, the Pesky Pole in right, the
Cask ‘n’ Flagon behind The Wall.

Busch Stadium is boring, 330 feet
down each foul line, 372 to left and
right, 402 feet to center, the 8-foot pad-
ded green fence topped by a yellow
stripe all the way around. But behind
the left-field seats is Eero Saarinen’s
630-foot high, stainless steel Gateway
Arch, opened in 1967, a year after the
ballpark.

And the visiting manager’s office
has two pictures of Babe Ruth, whose
sale by the Red Sox to the Yankees in
1920 may or may not have started
The Curse.

Grass replaced artificial turf in
1996, and a hand-operated score-
board with adjacent flags commemo-
rating the team’s World Series titles
and retired numbers was erected on
much of the outfield upper deck the
following year.

This ballpark once was a
state-of-the-art tribute to modernism.

Now it leaks and is so outmoded
that the Cardinals plan to knock it
down in 2006 and move to a new $387
million, 46,000-seat Busch Stadium
that is rising behind the outfield and
first-base seats.

“They really did a great job turning
this from one of those bowls, cook-
ie-cutter stadiums, into a great stadi-
um,” Red Sox manager Terry Franco-
na said. “I really love this stadium.”

So do the Cardinals.

St. Louis was 53-28 at Busch during
the regular season, the best home
record in the National League, and is
6-0 there during the postseason.

SEE BUSCH ON PAGE 31

The Gateway Arch rises out of left field at Busch Stadium
in St. Louis, the site of Games 3-5 of the World Series.

Bengals earn a prime rate

Investigators
examine wreckage
as racing mourns

with Hendrick
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Ramstein runner

makes quick turn

for Marine race
23-10 in the first Monday night game it has hosted in 15 years, using big plays by receiver Chad Johnson to set the tone. See story on Page 29. Page 30

AP

Bengals Brian Simmons and Caleb Miller (58) converge on Broncos running back Reuben Droughns during the third quarter. Cincinnati won

Spurrier might be at top of Florida’s list to replace Zook rg: s



